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On 6th Nov 2017 Oxon SACRE held an evening for members and teachers to hear from the Commission on RE and 

to respond to issues raised in the interim report. SACRE put on refreshments for teachers and invited Joyce Miller, 

one of the commissioners, to present the findings and take questions. 

Much was discussed and attendees engaged in 

issues and questions about the future of RE and the 

progress of the review so far. You can access the 

notes of the meeting here to see what was 

discussed. SACRE is hoping to host another event 

for RE teachers and leaders later in the academic 

year. RE is facing some real challenges and so we 

will all need to work together to ensure it has a 

bright future both in Oxfordshire and beyond. 

Hence I am repeating the next item from the last 

newsletter! 

Local networking 

One way to achieve this is by building and developing good local networks through the effective use of social 

media and local professional development. We share a broadly similar syllabus with Buckinghamshire and can 

benefit from wider local experience and sharing of expertise. Join the 

OxonBucksRE local Facebook group by clicking here, and we can start to share 

information, ideas and mutual support across all aspects of RE in all types of 

schools. We will be able to develop and share resources, plan meetings and 

CPD, raise questions and above all celebrate and promote the good work going 

on in our schools. I hope you will want to be part of a growing and thriving RE 

community across two counties! 

 

RE Council Commission on RE: Call for evidence 

The commission on RE has published its interim report, which, if you have 

not yet seen it, can be accessed here. The CoRE is continuing to take 

evidence and meet people involved in RE and will publish its final report in 

September. This really could be a watershed for the future of the subject, so 

whatever your role or expertise, your views can count. Click here to access the CoRE website. RE is too important 

to be left to meander or worse, to be diverted into a fetid hidden pond! We need to collaborate, celebrate and 

share the good work that we do. We also need to tell other about RE and engage with our communities. 

Will you help us to help you? 

SACRE is seeking ways to support schools in Oxfordshire and one way of doing this is 

through websites. There is an RE page on the OCC public website (here) and on the 

schools intranet (here). At the moment these are in real need of being updated and 

enriched. If you could spare a few minutes to look at these and email me 

(bjvmoore@ol.com) with what you would like to see on the SACRE website. I can then 

take your suggestions to SACRE members and OCC and we can improve it more in line 
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http://www.justbmoore.com/uploads/3/0/4/3/30430612/re_commissioner_6.11.17.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/212785892480427/
https://www.commissiononre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Commission-on-Religious-Education-Interim-Report-2017.pdf
http://www.commissiononre.org.uk/
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/religious-education?utm_source=FURL-1&utm_medium=sacre&utm_term=nil&utm_content=&utm_campaign=sacre
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/religious-education
mailto:bjvmoore@ol.com
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with your needs. Please do help us with this. Our intention is to have an improved web page for teachers by the 

beginning of Sept 2018, so suggestions over the next two half-terms, up to the beginning of June, should give us 

time to implement them. 

 

SMSC Quality Mark 

 

The Citizenship Foundation has launched the SMSC QM (here) which will help schools improve and celebrate their 

work on SMSC provision and how it makes a difference in the school. Bearing in mind how central vision and 

ethos are in sustaining positive learning environments and cultures, SACRE recommends this as a helpful resource 

to schools. Values, whether explicitly or implicitly, influence the lives, attitudes and behaviours of communities, 

and SMSC provides an opportunity for schools to celebrate and be clear and explicit about these. 

 

NATRE Spirited Arts 2018 

Have you considered entering pupils from your school for NATRE’s Spirited Arts competition? Art and 

religion/spiritual reflection provides a real opportunity for deep learning and self-understanding. Art, like 

language, music and drama, is an externalisation of the person within,  an essential part of our humanisation. The 

spirited arts work is something worth considering for the sake of art, religious education and the development of 

the pupils. The details and application can be found here. 

Resources: 

The British Humanist Association (BHA) has changed its name to Humanists UK. 
Click on their icon to access their website with useful materials for teachers. Many of 

the children in our schools have no religious belief or background and Humanism is a 

good way of exploring non-religious belief, though not all non-religious belief is 

Humanism! 

 

Now this is a really useful resource in the form of an app available both for android and i-phone/pad 

It is free to download and is a rich resource, not just for pronunciation, but also as a link to 

background material. It includes philosophy and ethics as well as religions and will be useful for GCSE 

and A Level students as well as for teachers. Enjoy! 

 

 REOnline for support at all levels of teaching and lading RE 

RE Quality Mark for an excellent model for developing RE and celebrating 

your success 

If you have any suggestions or contributions to future editions or events, please contact Bill Moore, adviser to 

SACRE. 

07749211997 

bjvmoore@aol.com 

www.justbmoore.com  

https://www.smscqualitymark.org.uk/
https://www.natre.org.uk/uploads/Spirited%20Arts/2018/Spirited%20Arts%202018%20entry%20form%20FINAL.pdf?utm_source=emailmarketing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=professional_december_2017_newsletter&utm_content=2018-01-30
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ctvc.redefinitions
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/re-definitions/id1333493297?mt=8
http://www.reonline.org.uk/
http://reqm.org/
mailto:bjvmoore@aol.com
http://www.justbmoore.com/
http://www.reqm.org/achieving-the-award/how-to-apply
http://www.natre.org.uk/
https://understandinghumanism.org.uk/

