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Minutes of the Oxfordshire SACRE Meeting  

Monday 6th March 2017 at County Hall, Oxford at 2.00 pm 
 

Present: 
M = Member 
SD = Standing Deputy 

Committee A:  World Faiths, Christian Denominations 
Steve Beegoo (M) 
Ruth Cohen (M) 
Sheikh Ramzy (M) 
Dick Wolff (M)  
 

 Committee B:  Church of England 
Carol Worthington (M) 
Susan Grenfell (M) 
Christine Price-Smith (M) 

 
 Committee C:  Teacher representatives 

Lyn Moore (M) 
 

 Committee D:  Local Authority 
Cllr Jamila Azad (M) 
Cllr Bob Johnston (M) 
Cllr Charles Mathew (M) - Chair 
 

 Co-opted Members   
Margaret Godden (M) 
Helina Taghavi (M) 

     
In attendance: Helen Batten (Clerk) 

Bill Moore (Advisor to SACRE) 
 

Visitors:    Samantha Cragg – Oxford Schools Chaplaincy 
   Rae Hancock – Cherwell School 
   Cllr Steve Harrod – Cabinet Member for Education (items 1 – 3) 
   Jackie Holderness – Christ Church Cathedral 
   Mary Phillips – BeSpace 
   Lucie Strange - BeSpace 

 
Apologies:    Jean King (SD – committee A) 

   Alex Lionakis (M – committee C) 
   Fraser Long (M – committee A) 
   Nick Wood (M – committee A) 
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Welcome and Apologies 

 

 CM welcomed everybody to the meeting, and introduced visitors. 

 Apologies tendered were accepted.  
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Councillor Steve Harrod 
 
CM introduced Cllr Harrod, who explained that he has recently taken responsibility for 
education from Cllr Melinda Tilley.  SH then answered questions: 
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 How will you be taking forward concerns re government cuts in education spending?   
SH replied that central government statistics are misleading and it is known that spend 
per pupil is falling.  Local authorities will keep raising concerns and pressing for 
improvements.  OCC has been putting pressure through the F40 group of the lowest 
funded education authorities.  Representatives also attended the All Party 
Parliamentary Group (APPG), where the common thread in discussion was the need 
for more funding. 

 What are your thoughts on the current situation where many people and organisations 
don’t seem to recognise the importance of RE, or are struggling to devote sufficient 
resources to it?  SH explained his belief that the ideal is a comprehensive education 
that enables young people to make their own informed choices, and  RE forms an 
important part of this.  However we live in a very secular society where priorities are 
changing and there is increased pressure from concerns such as the promotion of 
‘British values’. 

 Why do you think you were selected for your current role?  SH explained that the 
existing portfolio covering education and children’s social services was too large and it 
was deemed appropriate to split it.  He has a business rather than education 
background but was asked to take on this role and is ready to learn. 

 Will you work with SACRE to help get our message about the importance of quality RE 
into schools?  SH confirmed that he will. He also suggested that BM might address 
forthcoming Heads & Chairs briefing sessions. 

 National and local government decisions tend to put RE well down the list of priorities, 
so how can you help us to make people understand its value?  In following discussion 
it was acknowledged that teacher workloads and other pressures within the profession 
are affecting the recruitment and retention of quality staff and the delivery of many non-
core subjects.  Another challenge will be to maintain contact with academies as the 
educational landscape changes.  It was also acknowledged that RE as a subject name 
often has negative associations although religion is ubiquitous in the sense that 
everyone is seeking meaning and purpose in life and it is very relevant to the modern 
world.  Members discussed other work taking place in schools to promote better 
religious understanding, including a variety of complementary programmes from 
different providers.  It was agreed that BM will put all relevant points in a letter to SH. 
 

Agreed actions: 

 BM and SH will liaise re SACRE attendance at heads & chairs briefings. 

 BM will set out SACRE’s goals and how SH might assist in a letter to SH. 
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Reflection:  BM read The Survivor’s Plea: 
 
Dear Teacher 
I am a survivor of a concentration camp. 
My eyes saw what no men should witness: 
Gas chambers built by engineers; 
Children poisoned by educated physicians; 
Infants killed by trained nurses; 
Women and babies shot and burned by high school and college graduates. 
So I am suspicious of your education. 
My request is: 
Help your students become human, 
Your efforts must never produce  
Learned monsters, skilled psychopaths, educated Eichmanns. 
Reading, writing, arithmetic are important only if they serve to make our children more human. 
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Members thanked SH for attending and he left the meeting. 
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Minutes of 8th November 2016 & matters arising 
 

(i) Minutes which had been circulated were approved as an accurate record. 
 

(ii) Matters arising, not otherwise covered, were considered: 

 Proposed working group with Bucks SACRE (item 7):  This launch has 
been delayed, although further material is anticipated shortly.  
              Action:  BM to circulate information about joint working group 
 

 
5 

 
Religious literacy 
 

 BM reported that the APPG has produced a lengthy report which goes beyond RE 
teaching in schools, and the web link will be circulated. 

  Brief discussion of the main themes raised the key point that ‘religious literacy’ is a 
functional but imperfect title.  It must go beyond a simple understanding of different 
religions so that children are guided to look more deeply at how religion affect the way 
people live their lives, and SACRE may need to challenge some current school thinking 
around this. 

 BM recommended setting up a discussion group to move these considerations forward 
and requested members to contact him if they wish to take part. 
Action:  SACRE members to liaise with BM if they wish to join discussion group 
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Strategic actions 
 

(i) RE networks:  SB has confirmed his school will be able to host network meetings.  
BM is in discussion with RH to identify contacts, with the target of having something 
tangible in place by September 2017. 
 

(ii) Database for faiths:  BM thanked committee A reps who have provided 
information about their groups for the website directory.  The Oxfordshire 
Community Churches information was tabled for reference.  It was agreed that 
where relevant co-opted members will also provide information about their groups.  
Committee B representatives will also look at collating CofE information. Relevant 
reminders will be sent.             Action:  HB to contact individuals as appropriate 

 
(iii) Improving SACRE membership:  There is ongoing concern that a number of 

committee A groups are not represented on SACRE, however it is also understood 
that the organisation of some groups does not provide a structure in which a single 
‘representative’ can be identified.  Further information and contacts will be followed 
up where possible.      Action:  HB to liaise with members/groups as appropriate 
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Annual report 
 
The report will be emailed for approval when outstanding exam results information is received.                 
Action:  BM to circulate annual report 
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NASACRE Big Survey 
 

 BM explained that NASACRE is seeking information from different SACREs to identify 
the strengths of a locally determined syllabus and this will in turn contribute to national 
debates. 

 BM tabled an extract from the survey questionnaire.  It was agreed that BM will 
complete some factual information, with members to provide responses to the sections 
which call for expression of views and he will then collate this material to create an 
Oxfordshire response before the 30th April deadline.  
                              Action:  All members to provide email survey responses to BM 

 In discussion members broadly supported the local syllabus since it ensures that what 
children learn is relevant to our area and keeps control with teachers and specialists 
rather than national government.  However it was also recognised that the lack of 
national syllabus may diminish the importance placed on RE.  The Chair also wished 
to note concern about the purpose and outcome of the national survey. 
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Christ Church Cathedral presentation 
 
JH gave a short presentation on the work of the cathedral education department, describing 
some of the different themes around which school visits can be planned.  JH noted that children 
often have a poor knowledge of Christianity since teachers tend to be more comfortable 
presenting faiths that they don’t represent.  The programme of enquiry for older children 
celebrates diversity and deepens understanding and has provided some excellent feedback. 
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Updates 
 

(i) Commission on RE 

 SB explained that the forthcoming report will be making a series of government 
recommendations, as follows:  The DfE should reinforce the structure 
requirement for universal RE and monitor the quality of delivery; Data should 
be published on the proportions of RE classes taught by specialists and non-
specialists;  RE should be considered as a humanity.  Members welcomed 
these points. 

 SB also recommended that a Commission representative be invited to attend 
a future SACRE meeting.  This was agreed, subject to some preparation work 
to define our message.  
Action:  SB and BM to discuss inviting a Commission representative to 
attend the June SACRE meeting. 
 

(ii) Diocese conference:  DW will be representing SACRE at the Diocese conference 
on 17th March, and will report further. 
 

(iii) Tell Mama:  SR briefly introduced this programme which has been set up to counter 
Muslim hate crime.  Further information will be provided. 
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Date of next meeting:  Tuesday 27th June 2017, 2.00 pm at County Hall. 
 
The Chair thanked all members for their input and closed the meeting at 4.10 pm. 

 


