OXFORD JEWISH CONGREGATION

The Synagogue, 21 Richmond Road, Oxford OX1 2JL Registered Charity no. 231853

PLEASE REPLY TO:

Education Liaison Officer:  
Sarah Montagu




schoolvisits@ojc-online.org




OR




16 Wytham Street




OXFORD OX1 4SU




Tel: 01865 248159
SCHOOL VISITS TO THE SYNAGOGUE/ SPEAKERS ON JUDAISM IN SCHOOL

To arrange either a visit or a speaker please complete the enclosed form to me, Sarah Montagu, either by e-mail or post to the address above (if by post, please send two copies with an enclosed stamped addressed envelope  
Background:
The Oxford Jewish Congregation is pleased to offer adults and children in Oxfordshire opportunities to learn more about the Jewish religion and way of life.  This year over 3,000 of you have taken up these opportunities and our small team of volunteers have been delighted to meet the demand wherever possible.  We do ask, however, that you make the task of our volunteers as painless as possible by observing a few simple procedures:

How to arrange a speaker in school or a visit to the Synagogue:

· Complete the attached form giving me at least one month’s notice for either a visit to the Synagogue or for a speaker.  A choice of dates and times also improves the possibility that we can say “yes”.  We inevitably have a security problem, so the chances of “just dropping in as we are passing by the Synagogue” is absolutely nil.


· Because our Sabbath begins on Friday night and ends on Saturday night, I would be grateful if you could avoid telephone contact with me during this time, or during any Jewish Festivals.  The dates for the latter can be found in ‘Focus’.

· Please also let me have a contact name, e-mail address and a telephone number for both daytime and evening.
· One adult must accompany every 10 children and the adults must take full responsibility for discipline and the behaviour of the children (our Speakers CANNOT undertake this duty).  The maximum number of children in the group for either a visit or a speaker is 60, and your visit will last for approximately 45 minutes to 1 hour.  We will take large year groups ie 2/3 classes in two groups either at the synagogue or in school.
· The more information you give me about numbers, ages of children and what they have covered in school, the easier it is for me to match your group to one of our volunteers.
· Unfortunately we have to limit each primary school to two visits to the Synagogue or one speaker each year.  We simply are unable to manage more than that.
· If you need to cancel a booking – for whatever reason – please follow up any telephone call with the cancellation by e-mail or post.
Preparation BEFORE your visit:

· Try to decide very carefully the context in which you wish to visit the Synagogue/have a speaker.
· Books, the internet, DVDs and other resources would prepare them to look for e.g. the bima, the eternal flame, the ark, the scrolls or Sefer Torah, the yad, the prayer shawl, head coverings, representations of the 10 Commandments (and what are the 10 Commandments?) and the shofar.

· For primary children, very often the best way of teaching Judaism is through practice and customs that arise around a Festival or the Sabbath.  It is the way we teach our own children, so that they discover the stories, customs and culinary delights of the holy days.  If you want to invite a speaker, I would suggest that using the festivals as a focus for a visit can be very rewarding for both hosts and visitors.

Our speakers are all volunteers and they give their time freely and generously, so we do not make a charge for our service.  However, a donation towards the Synagogue Children’s Library Fund, and a contribution to the Speakers travel expenses would be much appreciated.  (Cheques for donations should be made payable to “Oxford Jewish Congregation”.)

Finally, I look forward to arranging speakers and visits for the children from your school, and I hope to match our resources to your needs in a way that will prove worthwhile.

GUIDANCE NOTES ON VISITS FROM SPEAKERS ON JUDAISM TO SCHOOLS

· Complete the attached form and either (preferably) e-mail to schoolvisits@ojc-online.org OR post TWO copies to Sarah Montagu, 

16 Wytham Street, Oxford, OX1 4SU (one is for her, the other for the speaker).

· If by post, enclose a STAMPED, ADDRESSED ENVELOPE with the forms.
· Please give at least one month’s notice and try to suggest a choice of dates and times.

· Please do not telephone Sarah on a Friday evening or during Saturday because of the Sabbath. Please note the dates of Jewish Festivals and also avoid ringing on those days.

NB. The speakers are all volunteers and give their time freely and generously, so they do not make a charge for their services. However, we do ask that you make a contribution to the speaker’s travel expenses and some schools are still failing to do this. You may also wish to make a donation to the Synagogue. Cheques for expenses and donations should be make payable to “Oxford Jewish Congregation”.

School Visits to the Synagogue / Speakers on Judaism in School

I would like to book:  (tick one)

Visit to the Synagogue







Speaker in School

Name of School..………………………………………………..

Telephone. ………………………  
    Fax……………………………….

Address of School..………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

Name of Headteacher ………………………………………

Name of Contact Teacher. 
E-mail address…………………………………….. 

EveningTel No. ……………………....

Number of children (maximum 60) for visit or speaker ……….

Age range of children……………………………….

Number of:
(a) accompanying teachers …..  (b) Additional accompanying adults 

Preferred dates and times for a visit (Not Friday pm)



          or for a speaker (Not Friday pm)

1. …………………………………..
2. …………………………………

3. …………………………………..
4. …………………………………

5. …………………………………..
6. …………………………………

The children have already been taught about:  (tick as many as necessary)



in depth
a little
  nothing

The Shabbat
     



Jewish Festivals

The Synagogue

Dietary Laws

Jewish History








Our speakers are pleased to talk about any of the above subjects.  If you would like us to focus on a particular topic please let us know.

………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………………………

Complete this form and either e-mail to schoolvists@ojc-online.org or post TWO copies to Sarah Montagu, 16 Wytham Street, Oxford OX1 4SU (one is for her, the other for the speaker).

If posting, please enclose a STAMPED ADDRESSED ENVELOPE with the forms.  Remember no telephone calls to Sarah on Friday evenings or Saturdays. 
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