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2.1

The purpose of this report is to update Schools Forum on the schools
funding formula model for 2018-19. Following agreement of the
approach at the Schools Forum meeting on 9 January 2018, and
further work on the model, the template (Authority Proforma Tool APT) was submitted to the Department for Education (DfE) by the
deadline of 19 January 2018.

2.2

This report updates Schools Forum on the submitted APT and the
latest feedback from the Education and Skills Funding Agency (ESFA).
A verbal update will be provided at the meeting on any further
information received from the ESFA. Should confirmation of the APT
be received from the DfE in the interim, the agreed budget summary
proforma will be circulated as Annex 1 to this report.

Information for Schools Forum
3.1

At the Schools Forum meeting on 9 January 2018, Schools Forum was
presented with the proposed unit rates for the formula. The agreed
principle was to implement the transitional National Funding Formula
(NFF) for 2018-19 as closely as possible within the constraints of
overall funding. Annex 2 shows the NFF unit rates before and after the
application of the Area Cost Adjustment (ACA) for Oxfordshire. These
unit rates, including the ACA, were endorsed in principle for the
formula.

3.2

Schools Forum was informed that further checks were being
undertaken at individual school level and that a response to an enquiry
to the ESFA regarding Rates figures was expected. In this context,
Schools Forum endorsed the proposal to adjust the ACA by
percentage points, if required, to move the formula factors to an
affordable level where adjustments were identified.
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4.

3.3

Further to the Schools Forum meeting on the 9 January 2018, the
ESFA confirmed in writing that the Rates figures for some academies
which they provided by email were to be included in the APT. A
verification exercise was also undertaken directly by the Finance Team
and a sample of responses were reviewed. The rates figures received
from the ESFA were included in the submitted APT.

3.4

Further to the last report to Schools Forum, the ESFA contacted Local
Authorities on 12 January 2018 with revised base data for the APT.
Due to a census processing error at the DfE, the Free School Meals
(FSM) data was incorrect. This made significant differences to the APT
base data and recalculations were required and additional checking at
individual school level.

3.5

Schools Forum is asked to note that all Disapplication requests agreed
by Schools Forum and sent to the DfE were approved, with final
confirmation for one of the requests being received on 18 January
2018.

3.6

Schools Forum is asked to note that the Government laid the
necessary legislation to formalise the rules and principles contained
within the APT operational guidance before Parliament in January
2018. The School and Early Years Finance Regulations 2018 come
into force on 5 February 2018. No changes are required to the APT in
relation to this.

3.7

Schools Forum is asked to note that formal approval of the APT by the
ESFA is awaited. Some initial requests for additional information from
the ESFA have been provided via resubmission of the APT, in the
normal way. (These made no difference to the financial values in the
originally submitted summary). Any further updates will be provided at
the Schools Forum meeting on 7 February 2018.

3.8

Schools Forum is asked to note that school budget shares will be
published on the intranet as soon as possible, following approval of the
APT by the DfE. The official deadline for publication is 28 February
2018, but schools’ budgets have been released considerably earlier
than this in Oxfordshire. An accompanying letter will also be sent to
schools.

Implementation of the National Funding Formula
Schools Forum is asked to note that the APT submitted to the ESFA included
the full values of the National Funding Formula, including the ACA for
Oxfordshire, as outlined at Annex 2. This included the NFF approach of using
the full rate of £3,500 and £4,800 where this applies. The ESFA are
undertaking checks and should any issues be identified by the ESFA that
change any allocations this will be reported at the meeting on 7 February. If
there are no further changes, Oxfordshire will have implemented the
transitional national funding formula factors in full within the APT.
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5.

Financial and Staff Implications - centrally and for schools
This paper already deals with the financial implications of the funding formula
for 2018-19, so no further comment is made.

6.

Equal Opportunities Implications and Impact on Equality
Groups
Following consultation, the funding formula follows the National Funding
Formula, reflecting nationally identified priorities, including the needs of
vulnerable pupils. Where the LA continues to have discretion in the funding
decisions made, it will continue to give priority to the needs of vulnerable
pupils and the Council’s aims of raising attainment, narrowing the attainment
gap and safeguarding children.

7.

Conclusions
This paper updates Schools Forum regarding the 2018-19 funding model
(APT) submitted to the DfE.

8.

Contact Details of Lead Officer/Author
If you have any queries or comments in advance of the Schools Forum
meeting about this report, please contact:
Name: Margaret Whitaker, Senior Financial Adviser (Schools)
Telephone Number: 07393 001263
Email Address: margaret.whitaker@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Name: Sarah Fogden, Finance Business Partner for Children, Education &
Families
Telephone Number: 07557 082613
Email Address: sarah.fogden@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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