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Space Standards for New Primary and Secondary Schools in 
Oxfordshire – Proposed Changes (Early years and SEN provision) 
 
 

1. Summary 
 
A report outlining proposed changes to the council’s standards for new 
primary and secondary schools will be considered by the Cabinet Member for 
Children, Education & Families at the Delegated Decisions Meeting 15 
December 2016.  
 
This report is intended to advise the SOSG of the background to this issue 
and outline the changes which will be covered in more detail in the cabinet 
report. 
 

  
2. Introduction 
 

The County Council has in place agreed space standards for new primary and 
secondary schools. These are used to inform the design of all new schools 
constructed by the council. New schools constructed directly by the EFA, e.g. 
Free Schools, UTC and Studio Schools, do not follow the councils 
requirements but instead refer to EFA guidance 
 
The council’s space standards for new primary and secondary schools were 
reviewed and reduced in 2013. The standards have now undergone further 
review in light of; 

 Early Years -The need to provide accommodation for a proportion of 2 
year olds and the new 30 hour entitlement for eligible 3 and 4 yr. olds (see 
annex 1 for further details) 
 

 Special Educational Needs (SEN) -The need to provide SEN resourced 
places within mainstream schools where appropriate (see annex 1 for 
further details) 

 

 Value for Money -The need to be able to demonstrate to planning 
authorities and developers that the council’s requirements accord with 
national space standards. The viability of housing developments continues 
to place pressure upon the extent of infrastructure that can be funded by 
any development. It is therefore important to be able to demonstrate that 
the space standards for new schools adopted by the County Council 
accord with national standards. 

 

3. Methodology 
 
Given the requirement to incorporate some 2 year old and SEN places within 
mainstream schools the opportunity was taken to review overall areas and to 
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establish whether further efficiencies could be achieved. This will support 
consideration of Department for Education (DfE)/Education Funding Agency 
(EFA) national space standards (BB103 - Area guidelines for mainstream 
schools & BB104 - Area guidelines for SEND and alternative provision). 
 
Consequently an overall comparison of current OCC standards and national 
standards has been carried out. Detailed accommodation schedules have 
been produced for new primary schools in order to identify some reduction in 
area alongside the inclusion of appropriate space to support the inclusion of a 
number of SEN resourced places and provision for funded 2 year olds and an 
increase in nursery capacity for 3 and 4 year olds. 
 
Primary schools 
The following assumptions were made when reviewing the council’s primary 
space standards: 

 Continuation of requirement for classroom sizes to be for practical areas to 
be provided  within the classroom space 

 

 Continuation of the requirement for a small food technology room. This will 
be located off a larger non-classroom space for increased group size and 
to facilitate extended use for breakfast and after school club 

 

 Overall early years area standards are to be reduced but with an increase 
in areas associated with the increase in early years places 

 

 In addition to SEN across the school an additional SEN area, for allocated 
places, is to be provided based on the BB104 Specially Resource 
Provision (SRP) , this is the minimum area allocation for any SEN 
categorisation 

 

 Generally 2 places in the Specially Resourced Provision (SRP) are to be 
provided per 0.5 Form of Entry (0.5FE) but a minimum of 6 SRP places in 
a school will be required to ensure viability. 

 

 Core area requirements (e.g. Hall, Office, staffroom etc.) are to be 
maintained for 1FE/1.5FE schools to support school to expand in the 
future to optimum size of 2FE and in exceptional circumstance 2.5/3FE 

 
 Secondary schools 
The assumptions made when reviewing the secondary space standards are 
as follows: 

 The SEN area is based on a Unit area which is larger in size than the 
SRP area for the primary schools, as defined within BB104. This is to 
allow additional area to support life skills in the curriculum 
 

 2 places in the Specially Resourced Provision are to be provided per 1FE 
assuming a minimum school size of 4FE 

 

 Core areas are to be maintained to support future expansion. 
 

 To overcome the main deficiency within BB103, in particular for initially 
small schools (4FE and 5FE), the current OCC standard will remain above 



the minimum requirements in BB103. This will ensure that initial specialist 
spaces such as Sports Halls can be adequately sized at the outset.  

 

 Attempt to derive overall area benefit from colocation of SRP provision 
and main school SEN provision.   

  
Based on the above assumptions a comparison was undertaken between 
OCC’s current standards for primary and secondary schools, the DfE Building 
Bulletins (BB103 and BB104) and the EFA BB103 accommodation tool. This 
was undertaken for various sizes of school and the core requirements remain 
within the EFA minimum and maximum areas.  

 
 

4. Community Space Provisions 
 

The County Councils historic space standards included an allowance for 
dedicated ‘extended school’ provision in primary schools. The intention of this 
space was to provide facilities for the community use that could also be 
utilised by schools for breakfast clubs and the like.  
 
It is proposed that this space is omitted. The revised standards will look to rely 
upon core spaces such as Hall, Studio and food/ practical spaces to be 
designed flexibly to facilitate community use / breakfast clubs where 
appropriate. 

 

 
5.      Primary and Secondary School External Space Standards 

 
The site area for Primary schools is to remain at 2.22ha to allow for 2FE 
schools or expansion of 1FE/1.5FE to 2FE. This area is directly comparable 
with the EFA area guidelines for a maximum 2FE site area with the additional 
requirements for the SEN provision. It ensures some potential for further 
expansion, such as temporary accommodation along with minor site 
anomalies e.g. Sustainable Urban Drainage System (SUDS), levels, shape, 
features etc.  
 

It is proposed that the area of secondary school sites should also reflect the 
maximum BB103 area guidelines for the reasons above. 

 
 
6. Cost implications 

 
After omitting the community space provision the effect of the proposed 
changes for a new 2FE primary school is an increase of approximately 2% on 
the County Council’s current space standards.  
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Annex 1 Factors Driving the Need to Review EY and SEN Accommodation in 
New schools. 

 
 

Early Years 

 2yr olds - From September 2014 local authorities have been required 
by legislation to secure early education places offering 570 hours a 
year over no fewer than 38 weeks of the year for every eligible child in 
their area from the relevant date, 

 3 and 4yr olds - From September 2017, local authorities will be 
required by legislation to secure an additional 15 hours a week of free 
childcare for working parents of three- and four-year-olds (on top of the 
current universal entitlement of 15 hours a week of free early education 
for all three and four year olds). In Oxfordshire, approximately 63% of 
children are expected to be eligible for the extended 30 hour 
entitlement.  

 Existing schedules for new primary nursery accommodation would 
mean a significant shortfall in accommodation provision. 

 

SEN 
The council has a duty to ensure sufficient provision for children and young 
people with SEN and Disabilities aged 2 to 25 years old. The council’s 
strategy promotes a locality approach, ensuring that each local area has a 
range of specialist provision within main stream schools where practicable 
and appropriate. 
In order to allow the council to discharge its statutory duty the strategy 
identities that for each locality there will be;  
 

 Primary Behaviour, Emotional and Social Difficulties (BESD) resourced 
provision, serving children and young people with high needs, hosted 
by a primary school and serving the local area. To provide short-term 
and /or part-time provision, as well as full-time and /or longer term 
provision, and training opportunities for the area. 
 

 Primary resourced provision, serving children and young people with 
high needs, hosted by a primary school and serving the local area, 
primarily for children with Autistic Spectrum Continuum (ASC), but also 
serving those with complex/severe Speech, Language and 
Communication Needs (SLCN), Physical Difficulties (PD), Hearing 
Impairment ( HI) and Visual Impairment (VI). 

 

 Provision for vulnerable young people in key stage 3 and 4, including 
those with BESD*, who require an individualised/small group approach 
or alternative provision. Secondary schools/academies to grow the 
market for this, ensuring quality assurance and positive outcomes for 
young people in the local area. 

 

 Secondary resourced provision serving young people with high needs, 
hosted by one of the secondary schools/academies and serving the 
local area, primarily for children with ASC*, but also serving those with 
complex/severe SLCN*, PD* HI* and VI*. 


