
 

 
 

Welcome to Bulletin 6:  I hope you all had an excellent break over half term. 
 
UASC handbook:  The Virtual School has developed a new UASC handbook for schools to 
use when considering provision and practice with their Unaccompanied Asylum Seekers and 
other EAL learners.   Please click here to view all the very useful resources and strategies 
outlined. The contents is aimed to develop understanding of the needs of Unaccompanied 
Asylum Seekers due to their circumstances and includes some UASC perspectives on their 
education experiences. The contents of the handbook is: 

1. The Legal Definition and cultural and local contexts 
2. The Asylum Process 
3. The Orientation Programme 
4. Transition to full time education, employment or training 
5. Supporting UASC in school (including a case study of best practice) 
6. Ongoing Pastoral / Welfare support in school and beyond 
7. Support and training from the Virtual School for Looked after Children 
8. What helped me? Views of the young people, best practice and success stories 

 
 
Website:  We are constantly updating our website to ensure it is current and relevant.  We 
are getting lots of positive feedback about it from other Virtual Schools across the country.  
Please do visit the site regularly to ensure you are as up to date as possible on all local and 
national developments in the care of LAC.  We have recently added a page of guidance and 
resources in relation to children adopted and under special guardianship orders. A full list of 
all our training opportunities is also on the website. 
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/childreneducati
onandfamilies/educationandlearning/schools/virtualschools/TrainingPlan.pdf 
 
Maths:  We have been reflecting on why LAC tend to do less well in maths than in English.  
Maths is a subject that depends on building blocks of learning and so performance is more 
adversely affected by poor attendance and poor attention.  When children and young 
people are experiencing particularly challenging circumstances then they find it more 
difficult to engage with education and sometimes miss out on these building blocks of 
learning.  We are hoping to invest in some maths resources to match the Letterbox 
resources so that foster carers can support maths work at home.  Please consider using PP+ 
money to focus on maths where there are gaps. 
 
The Children and Social Work Act – DTs responsible for adoption and SGOs:  The Children 
and Social Work Act covers a number of issues relating to LAC: 

 Governors of maintained schools and proprietors of academies must appoint a 
designated teacher to promote the educational achievements of children who have 
been adopted and those with special guardianship order (SGOs). 

 The designated teacher must take appropriate up to date training and have regard to 
any guidance issued by the Secretary of State. 

 The Virtual School Headteacher must give advice and guidance to parents and schools in 
regard to those adopted and with SGOs. 

../../../UASC/UASC%20Handbook/UASC%20Handbook%20March%202017.docx
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/childreneducationandfamilies/educationandlearning/schools/virtualschools/TrainingPlan.pdf
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/childreneducationandfamilies/educationandlearning/schools/virtualschools/TrainingPlan.pdf


 

 
 

 Care leavers must be offered a Personal Adviser up to 25 years old 

 The Local Authority must publish a Local Offer for Care Leavers 
 

The Virtual School has already been promoting DT engagement with children who are 
adopted or have an SGO.  Those who use our strategic plans have added these children so 
that they can be tracked, monitored and provided for effectively.  Some DTs are already 
promoting educational achievement for these two groups with staff.  Some DTs are even 
considering using a shortened version of the PEP with these groups of children to ensure 
that there is a focus on improved outcomes and high aspirations.  It is important for all 
schools to appreciate the impact of early life on behaviour, emotional wellbeing and 
educational engagement.  Please see our training calendar for opportunities to learn more 
about attachment difficulties and the impact of trauma on outcomes.  
 
PEP workshop:  PEPs continue to improve; many of you are now using them both as a 
detailed plan for next steps and a record of achievements and areas for development.  It is 
really beneficial if you can upload achievements and certificates so that these can be 
retained for the young person for the future. We like to think that the PEP meeting is as 
positive as possible and that where there are areas of need that these are analyzed so that 
actions can be taken.  It is really useful when schools gather the views of a range of teachers 
as it allows the DT to see patterns and contributes to the analysis of need.  However, it is 
not useful if each comment is read out in the meeting especially if much of the feedback is 
negative.  It would help if these were summarized, so as an example; “I notice that you 
seem to find it difficult to focus sometimes in lessons and can get easily distracted, would 
that be an accurate statement of how things are for you at the moment in lessons?”  This 
allows the young people to reflect on why this might be and can contribute very usefully 
into the analysis of need and subsequent provision.  If faced with a catalogue of 
misdemeanors the young person is likely to become defensive and less engaged with school 
in a positive way. 
 
You might have noticed that we now have boxes to include the SDQ score on the 
educational progress of the PEP.  We would ideally like you to include an updated score 
every PEP – much easier when you only have two a year from September.  The value of 
SDQs is that you can use the information to plan provision and to monitor progress and 
impact.   
 
Pupil profiles or passports for Y6 and Y11: We know that a one page pupil profile is an 
excellent transition document that the new setting can use with staff to ensure the best 
start for our children. Many of you will already have a pupil profile or passport for your LAC. 
Please attach this to the ePEP and ensure it is updated for transition. The Virtual school has 
developed a template for a pupil passport for LAC which can be found on the website 
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/personal-education-plan-pep-toolkit and will 
be attached to the ePEP in due course. 
 
Exam result collection:  We have commissioned Welfare Call to collect national test results 
from you. We have asked them to collect Phonics test results; SATs test results and GCSE 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/personal-education-plan-pep-toolkit


 

 
 

results.  Please pass this information on to your exams officers in secondary so that they 
aware that this will be happening.  All secondary DTs please ensure that you include the 
exam officer email address and name on the EPEP. If you have time to let us know the direct 
phone line to your exams officer that would be even better.  Thanks very much for your help 
with this.  We are looking forward to a good set of results for our LAC this year. 
 
Suggested reading:  In the last bulletin, ‘Settling to Learn’ by Louise Michelle Bomber and 
Daniel A Hughes, ISBN 978-1-903269-22-0 was a recommended read. This book includes 21 
common myths which need addressing if we are to help our vulnerable pupils. For example, 
Myth 10: Exclusion will teach the pupil that we are not putting up with this kind of 
behaviour. Louise writes: ‘Exclusion will reinforce the internal message the pupil has already 
received that he is worthless, and that he doesn’t belong. His sense of rejection will be 
reinforced most powerfully. Exclusion should only be used on extremely rare occasions, as 
the absolute last port of call – once every support intervention has been exhausted.’  Louise 
goes on to say that exclusion should only be used when the school is absolutely certain that 
every piece of professional advice has been followed, every intervention has been tried and 
every other avenue has been exhausted.  
 
FASD: are delighted to have launched their new website www.fasdtrust.co.uk it is full of 
information for families looking for support and we would encourage you to share this with 
your families and staff. The Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder is an umbrella term for several 
diagnoses that are all related to prenatal exposure to alcohol. FASD Kite mark award is being 
prepared and further information will become available on their website. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fasdtrust.co.uk/

