Creating Inclusive Environments 
Resources that positively reflect the diversity of society 

	Role of the adult
	Yes
	No
	Action Needed

	· Do adults introduce resources in a positive and factual manner?
	
	
	

	· Do adults ensure all resources are accessible to all children on a regular basis?
	
	
	

	· Do adults encourage all children to play with all the resources?
	
	
	

	· Do adults react positively when boys wear stereotypical girls’ clothes and when girls choose stereotypical boys’ clothes?
	
	
	

	· Do adults use positive language when describing resources / food / clothes from all cultures?
	
	
	

	· Do adults challenge comments that perpetuate gender stereotypes by children / parents/staff e.g. men don’t do washing up?
	
	
	

	· Do adults spend time finding out about children’s home experiences?
	
	
	

	· Do adults spend time finding out about current interests e.g. superheroes so they can develop children’s role play?
	
	
	

	· Do adults spend time modelling play and interacting with children during role-play?
	
	
	

	· Do adults feel confident to answer a range of questions about relationships and  “different” families e.g. can two men get married, what does gay mean etc.at an age appropriate level?
	
	
	

	· Do adults feel confident to explore and explain inappropriate and prejudice-related language from children and from their parents and carers including inappropriate use of the word gay etc.?
	
	
	

	Dolls
	Yes
	No
	Action Needed

	· Do we have dolls with different skin tones and different hair textures?
	
	
	

	· Do black dolls portray a black person accurately (so far as possible with a doll) - hair texture, skin colour, eye, nose, mouth shapes? (and don’t have the features and hair texture of a white doll painted black)
	
	
	

	· Do we help children to explore differences in facial features and in skin colour and develop positive language to describe differences?
	
	
	

	· Do we learn the words for the possible range of different skin colours?
	
	
	

	· Do we look for examples of different skin colours in our books, puzzles and posters?
	
	
	

	· Do we look at the range of skin colour in our setting (even when everyone would call themselves ‘white’) and find the words to describe them in positive ways?
	
	
	

	· Do we ensure that paints, paper, playdough etc reflect the range of skin colours so we can portray them accurately?
	
	
	

	· When making self portraits do we encourage the children to look in the mirror, draw and colour themselves accurately?
	
	
	

	· Do we engage the children in discussion about what names the doll might have, depending on whether he/she is Asian, African, Chinese etc?
	
	
	


	Jigsaws
	Yes
	No
	Action Needed

	· Do we select jigsaws which will encourage children to explore differences and diversity in a positive way? Attention should be paid to the quality of illustrations or photographs used. Skin colour tones and facial features should be accurately represented. Images from different countries should avoid stereotyping by presenting realistic scenes e.g. urban as well as rural homes, and supermarkets as well as small family-run shops

· Are the images of people represented in jigsaws as varied and wide-ranging as possible?
	
	
	

	· Do you have puzzles depicting domestic utensils and foods used in all communities throughout Britain?
	
	
	

	· Do you have non-stereotypical images of different kinds of homes and families, showing similarities and differences in Britain?
	
	
	

	· Do jigsaws represent children from a range of communities engaged in activities familiar to all children e.g. swimming, going to the dentist?
	
	
	

	· Do jigsaws reflect the positive aspects of life in various communities – festivals and celebrations as well as everyday activities?
	
	
	

	· Do images portray adults from different ethnic groups, and men and women in a wide range jobs and careers, single parent families and same sex parents? 
	
	
	


	Role Play area

The home corner
	Yes
	No
	Action Needed

	· Does the home corner represent the children’s experiences at home?
	
	
	

	· Do you involve parents and children in designing the home corner?
	
	
	

	· Does the home corner represent the wider community?
	
	
	

	· Do resources in the home corner challenge stereotypes e.g. pictures of men cooking to encourage boys to ‘cook’?
	
	
	

	· Would a new child e.g. traveller child or refugee feel comfortable in the home corner?
	
	
	

	· Are there a variety of cooking utensils from all cultures?
	
	
	

	· Are there food boxes representing food from all cultures?
	
	
	

	· Are there pictures / posters / photos /recipe books reflecting home life in all families?
	
	
	

	· Are there flexible resources e.g. play dough that can be used to represent any food / utensils?
	
	
	


	Dressing up clothes
	Yes
	No
	Action Needed

	· Do children have the opportunity to explore and learn about the wide range of clothing worn in Britain today?
	
	
	

	· Do the clothes accurately reflect what people in Britain wear?
	
	
	

	· Do the clothes challenge stereotypes? e.g. most Spanish people do not wear flamenco dresses! 
	
	
	

	· Are children given factual information in order to learn to respect and value both the clothes and the people who wear them?
	
	
	

	Special occasions
	Yes
	No
	Action Needed

	· Do children know that these clothes are for special occasions only?
	
	
	

	· Do children know who wears them and why?
	
	
	

	· Could they be brought out at special occasions? e.g. wedding clothes from a variety of cultures during a project on weddings
	
	
	

	Work clothes
	Yes
	No
	Action Needed

	· Are there uniforms and protective clothing for specific work situations?
	
	
	

	· Are there a variety of props e.g. workbags, tools, hats etc?
	
	
	

	· Do they challenge gender stereotypes e.g. male and female nurse uniforms, male and female doctor’s uniforms?
	
	
	

	· Are there posters, books, photos that positively represent diversity and show people of all cultures, gender, abilities in non stereotypical jobs?
	
	
	

	General clothing
	Yes
	No
	Action Needed

	· Are there fabrics and flexible clothing that can be adapted to any role-play situation?
	
	
	

	Books and Posters
	Yes
	No
	Action Needed

	· Do the printed materials throughout the setting reflect diversity and represent different races, cultures, family styles, ages, and abilities in a positive way?
	
	
	

	· Do the books, posters and other printed materials acknowledge the presence and importance of all communities living in Britain?
	
	
	

	· Do the books and posters include people of different races, cultures, ages, abilities and gender in non-stereotyped roles? 
	
	
	

	· Has the content of the library been reviewed to include books that actively promote acceptance of different families, gender variance? No Outsiders “Teaching the Equality Act in Primary schools and Stonewall primary book list are a good source of relevant books.
	
	
	

	· Are the Stonewall “Different Families, Same Love” Posters or “Real Families Rock” posters on display to promote acceptance of all types of families?
	
	
	

	· Can males and females be seen doing different types of work and in different roles?
	
	
	

	· Can all the children who attend the setting see themselves and people who represent the diversity of their families, their communities and their world, in the books and posters in the setting?
	
	
	

	· Do the books, posters and images accurately reflect the daily lives of children and their families from a wide range of backgrounds and cultures?
	
	
	

	· Are books, magazines, labels, letters and notices available in a range of scripts and languages? Are these accessible at all times?
	
	
	

	· Historical context is very important for an understanding of our identity. Posters should portray past heroes and heroines, e.g. Kings and Queens of Africa, pioneers such as May Seocole and Harriet Tubman, modern heroes such as Nelson Mandela as well as contemporary black British role models such as Benjamin Zepheniah.
	
	
	

	· Pictures of maps of various countries as well as the map of the world. Ensure that the maps are accurate (Peter Projection)
	
	
	

	· Multi-faith Calendars.
	
	
	

	· Notices and signs such as ‘welcome’ in a range of scripts and languages.


	
	
	

	Music
	Yes
	No
	Action Needed

	· Does our setting offer songs, rhymes music and musical instruments from a wide range of cultures and appropriate for children with disabilities?
	
	
	

	· Do we use the songs, rhythms, rhymes and instruments from a wide range of cultures available in our neighbourhood? Parents and others from the local community may be able to demonstrate the use of a range of musical instruments.
	
	
	

	· Do we have a library of recorded music of contemporary and traditional music from around the world? Those settings who cannot draw on rich local resources can still introduce a range of other kinds of music
	
	
	

	· Do we encourage children to explore musical instruments from a wide range of cultures?

	
	
	

	Music
	Yes
	No
	Action Needed

	· If there are instruments to play do we ensure that children of both sexes have a turn with the noisy ones?
	
	
	

	· Do we encourage music making and dancing in the outdoor area? This environment will enable children to experience music in different ways and will meet the needs of those children who are more comfortable learning outdoors.    
	
	
	

	· Do we acknowledge the global heritage of musical styles and rhythms, and their origins? – find them on a world map.
	
	
	

	· Do we offer more than one style or tradition as being representative of a whole country or continent? For example a common generalisation is ‘African’ drumming.
	
	
	

	· Do we encourage children to see similarities between music in Britain and music from other places? 
	
	
	

	· Are we careful not to make assumptions about people’s musical tastes and styles on the basis of their class, age or ethnic group, or what seems to be their ethnic background?
	
	
	

	· Do we take the opportunity to widen children’s understanding and enjoyment of all kinds of music? Young children should be offered, in small doses, all kinds of music; both folk and classical music from many countries and music from dance and opera.   
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