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1. Introduction 

 

Welcome to the Duns Tew Village Plan. 
 

This is a report on the state of affairs in Duns Tew in 2005. It has been compiled with 
the help of many residents and is built on the 2001 Village Appraisal.  

A Village Plan is intended to serve many purposes:-  

• the main purpose is to inform and influence future planning and development 
policies for the relevant local authorities 

• the recommendations in this report are included as a Duns Tew Action Plan, and 
passed to the responsible authority. We hope and believe that the Parish Council 
will ensure that the recommendations are accepted and followed through, as part 
of its normal ‘overseeing’ function in village activities 

• if you are new to Duns Tew, this will explain much of the history and background 
to the village and its activities 

• if you are a resident, you may just like to read a full follow up of the 2001 Village 
Appraisal  

• if you are on any of the committees or organising groups in the village, this will 
give you an idea of how the residents would like the village and its organisations 
to change 

It is clear from all the research data the VP Committee has collected in this document 
that Duns Tew is seen by most of the residents as a pleasant, friendly and supportive 
village that we are fortunate to live in. There is much that we can all be proud of and 
grateful for, but there still remains room for improvements and the need for continuing 
vigilance if we are to preserve what we have, and it is in that spirit that we encourage 
people to accept and support the recommendations that we offer. 
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1.1. The Village Plan steering committee 
The committee was set up using the Countryside Agency guidelines and with the active 
support of the Oxfordshire Rural Community Council. The committee volunteered itself 
as a result of a public meeting in September 2003, which asked for assistance. The 
committee’s terms of reference are: 

“To act as a co-coordinating and enabling committee for other village 
organisations and individuals to participate in the development of an agreed 
village plan by June 2005” 

The Village Plan steering committee comprised:-  

Name Special responsibility 
Eric Parsloe Chairman  
John Wilshaw Secretary, Editor, (also Parish Councillor) 
Francis Almond Church and Communications SIGs 
Roger Stevenson Services SIG (also Parish Councillor) 
Mark Blackmore Design SIG (also Parish Councillor) 
Clive Tompkins (Resigned August 2004) 
Jean Gadie (Resigned September 2004) 

The steering committee identified a number of special interest groups from the 
September 2003 Village Plan meetings, each of which was chaired by a committee 
member. The SIGs that operated during the Village Plan process were:-  

SIG Responsible SIG Responsible 
Church Francis Play Area John 
Clubs and Societies Francis Pub Eric 
Communications Francis Services  Jean / Clive / Roger 
Design Mark Village Hall Francis 
Footpaths Mark Web-site John 
Parish Council John Youth John 

The Village Plan steering committee made every effort to involve as many villagers as 
possible. There was also a monthly column in the village newsletter and a presence at 
most village events.  

1.2. The 2001 Village Appraisal  
The Duns Tew Village Appraisal was carried out in October 2001 by a team of volunteers 
who designed, delivered, collected and analysed the questionnaire. There were 72 adult 
questions and 22 youth questions. A total of 313 Adult responses plus 53 Youth 
questionnaires were returned, making the total response 366. Assuming a total qualifying 
population of 445 in 2001, this represents an 83% response, which is excellent by any 
standards.  
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Overall, there is clearly a high level of satisfaction with a lot of village activities, 
services and facilities. Almost everyone reads the newsletter. 225 (73%) want Duns Tew 
to stay the way it is. 203 people wanted any development to be limited to in-fill houses, 
barn conversions and extensions. 140 people felt that no further homes are needed 
although 48 would like to see starter homes for young people. The people who responded 
were almost unanimous in stating that the quality of the surrounding countryside is 
important and, of those expressing a view on streetlights in the village, a 60% majority 
were against.  

The Village Plan follows on from the Village Appraisal. The Village Plan is in part an 
extended report on the Village Appraisal, summarising the findings, updating for recent 
developments and proposing a course of action to implement the few changes directed 
by the responses to the questionnaire.  

1.3. How the Village Plan is organised 
The report of the Village Appraisal was divided into sections or interest groups. The 
Village Plan has been written to reflect those sections, with a few changes. Broadly 
speaking, there are seven main sections:- 

Introduction Process, context and history 
Meeting Places Church, Village Hall and Pub 
Gatherings Clubs, Societies, Parish Council 
Village Design Planning, development, transport 
Village Services Transport, medical, police etc.  
Youth Play Area, Toddlers, Youth Club 
Summary Recommendations and acknowledgements  

Each of the middle sections discusses the relevant issue in relation to Duns Tew from a 
past, present and future perspective, concluding with recommendations, where 
appropriate.  

All the recommendations in the body of the Village Plan are summarised in the final 
section. 
 

1.4. History of Duns Tew 
The history of Duns Tew can be traced back to Roman times, as evidenced by various 
archaeological finds. For some time it was considered that “Ilbury camp” – just west of 
the Hempton-Duns Tew road and north of Ilbury bridge - was of Roman origin, but later 
investigations proved this to be the site of a prehistoric iron age hill fort, constructed 
on an outcrop of ironstone. Although little of the original site remains, it is easily 
reached and the views from the top of the hill make the effort well worthwhile. 
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 Although it is difficult to be 
precise about the origin of the 
name Duns Tew, the most 
authoritative view (source: 
Victoria History of the County 
of Oxford) is that the roots of 
the name Tew go back to Anglo-
Saxon times. Indeed, the 
discovery of a 9th century 
brooch nearby is part of the 
evidence for this date. The Old 
English word TIEWE is believed 
to mean a lengthy object which 
was then adopted as the name 
of a ridge of land. In time, the 
name was transferred from the 
features of the landscape to the 
settlements themselves – Great, 
Little and Duns. Duns Tew lies on 
the North Aston fault, 
separating limestone and sands 
in the south from clay in the 
north. In 1004, it appeared in a 
will as TIWAN.  

In the Domesday Book of 1086, the village was recorded as TEOWE, with 25 people 
living on four estates. A copy of the Duns Tew entry in the Domesday Book can be found 
in the Church. In the two centuries after the Norman Conquest, surnames came into use. 
It is therefore likely that a family living in or around the villages would take TEW as 
their family name. In the early 12th century, Joibert de Tiw held lands in Adderbury and 
Duns Tew. In 1170, it is also recorded that the Tew family owed lands at Hempton.  

The usual craftsmen and tradesmen were found in Duns Tew. Smiths were mentioned 
from 1592; carpenters and tailors lived in the village from the 17th century. In 1841, 
there was a family of stone masons, five carpenters, five wheelwrights, four 
shoemakers, four tailors, three blacksmiths, two slaters, two grocers, two bakers, one 
butcher and one joiner. In 1851, census records show 13 gloveresses. There was a 
stonemason in the village until 1973 and two small quarries opened in the 1950s on 
opposite sides of the Barton Road. Times have changed and most residents now earn a 
living outside the village, commuting to nearby towns and even London. However, there 
are still two builders, a kitchen joinery firm, a heating & plumbing engineer and a 
children’s clothing company based in Duns Tew.  

At the heart of Duns Tew is the parish church of St. Mary Magdalene, with its 13th 
century doorway, and porch and windows from the 14th century. It has a magnificent 
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round Norman font and the 5 bells in the tower (the earliest dating from 1668 with the 
saunce or “calling” bell cast in 1821) are regularly rung by a dedicated group of ringers. 
To mark the Millennium, the village raised some £25,000 and the impressive Lych Gate 
was erected. 

 

 

 

In World War II, a prisoner of war camp was sited on land at Glebe Farm. For many 
residents the inmates represented the first “foreigners” to be seen in the village. Over 
the years the camp housed German, Italian and Polish prisoners, and towards the end of 
the war the first of what were to become known as “the St Helena 100”. Before the 
camp could be inhabited the government insisted on mains drainage being provided – but 
this much-desired facility was refused to the village, and only made available in 1993. 
There are some spectacular landscapes - details of the village Public Rights of Way are 
shown later on. As with most of the British countryside there has been a considerable 
decline in wildlife generally over the last 50 or so years although there is still a range of 
bird and mammal species that are regularly seen. Walking and riding are common leisure 
pursuits, and there are now more horses in Duns Tew than before mechanisation! 
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2. Meeting Places 

Duns Tew has three main meeting places; the church, the village hall and the village pub. 
None is particularly large, the size of each meeting place reflecting the size of the 
community. The church has been in Duns Tew since the 13th century. The village pub was 
a coaching inn in the 18th century and the village hall was established when the village 
school closed down in 1968.  

Duns Tew has no school within the parish boundary; neither does it have a village shop. 
There are public seats outside the church and on the play area. A triangle of public land 
opposite the church, sometimes called the village green, only has space for a telegraph 
pole and a lone lime tree.  

This section contains details of changes that have already been made as a result of the 
Village Appraisal. The Parochial Church Council plans to alter the church to create a 
village reading room. Included in these plans are works to comply with legislation on 
disabled access to public facilities. The Village Hall committee is also considering 
refurbishments to increase the amount of space available for storage and improve the 
entrance area and utilities. The village pub landlord plans to make his facility more 
resident-friendly. 

 

 
An old water pump near the Village Hall  
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2.1. The Village Church 

 

 

This section covers the potential 
use of the church as a community 
asset and other matters raised in 
the 2001 Appraisal.  

The administration and the assets 
of the church are under the 
control of the Vicar, 
Churchwardens and members of 
the Parochial Church Council (“The 
PCC”). 

 

2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 
The church held some importance to 84% of the residents, fulfilling a role of some 
sort, whether for regular or occasional involvement or as a symbol or focal point for 
the community. Over half (54%) of residents would be in favour of the church being 
used for concerts & meetings for audiences of over 70 in number (i.e. more than 
the village hall can accommodate), and a third would be in favour of its use for 
exhibitions. 

Of those residents expressing an opinion about service times, two-thirds are 
satisfied with the current church service times whilst 17% would prefer a service on 
Sunday at 11am; there was no other consistent view (i.e. more than 10% of 
responses). 

17% of residents believe that they would be likely to attend a service that was 
shorter and more child-orientated. 

The church of St. Mary Magdalene is a Grade II listed building: three tombstones in the 
churchyard are also Grade II listed. A church has stood in the village at least since 1200 
AD. The tower and entrance porch were rebuilt in 1665, following the collapse of the 
tower some years earlier. The present building is an excellent example of Victorian 
church restoration which was carried out in 1862 by the distinguished architect Sir 
George Gilbert Scott PRIBA (1811-1878). The arcade dates from the early 14th century 
as do windows in the north wall; the font and the porch doorway date from around 1200 
AD; the rest is mainly Victorian or later.  

The PCC is keen for the church building to have a use to the community beyond that of a 
place of worship. The Village Appraisal in 2001 went some way towards supporting that 
view. In response to the question “Is the village Church important to you?” the four main 
responses were 

 For Sunday Worship     35.8%  
 For Baptisms     31.8% 
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 For Weddings & Funerals   47.7% 
 As a focal point for the community  55.3% 

In the next question about the purpose for which the Church should be used, the top 
three responses were 

 For concerts and meetings    77.1% 
 Exhibitions     46.8% 

Community facilities    30.3% 

No particular community facility was favoured, but the lack of toilets and heating was 
noted as an inhibiting factor. 

The PCC is also aware of the difficult access to the church not only for those with 
pushchairs and wheelchairs but also for the elderly who can find the three steps down 
into the church difficult to manage. The needs of those with visual and hearing 
difficulties are also recognised. Changes to the interior of the church building require 
approval by the Oxford Diocesan Advisory Committee of the Care of Churches (“D.A.C”). 
Changes to the exterior of the church require the approval of both the D.A.C. and the 
District Council Planning Authority. 

With these factors in mind, the PCC has been in discussion with its architect on how to 
make appropriate alterations and incorporate additional facilities into the church 
building. The PCC has also been in discussion with the Parish Council and with other local 
authorities on possible community use. The initial need identified is a Reading Room/ 
Information Centre. Many items that the Parish Council and others would like to display 
are unsuited to a notice board. These include Council Minutes, public information 
leaflets, education programmes, major reports like Village Appraisal and Village Plan, etc. 
There may be additional reference matter about Duns Tew which should be kept in a 
“Reference Library” in the Village Reading Room. 

Plans have now been prepared for the provision of the following 

• Level the access from path to church floor1,2 
• Re-locate organ to east end of north aisle1 
• Convert existing organ loft to a meeting room /Village Reading Room1 
• Provide disabled toilet and kitchenette in tower and move bell ringers to new 

first floor ringing room1,2 
• Provide audio loop1 
• Provide large print service books 

These plans are a major change to the original proposals as a result of feed-back from 
the consultation in 2004 and will be subject to approval by the PCC following a further 
consultation in 2005 with church members and others. Execution of these plans or 
modifications of them arising from the consultation will of course be subject to raising 
the necessary funds. 

                                                 
1 Plan subject to approval by D.A.C 
2 Plan subject to approval of Cherwell District Council Planning Authority 
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The two other questions in the Appraisal concerned service timings and the Monthly 
Family Service. 

Service timings 

Most respondents offered no opinion. Of those who did, most were happy with the 
current service timings. The remainder suggested many different times, but with a bias 
towards 11:00 services. The PCC considered the results and decided that the current 
timings should continue as there are already two 11.00 am services each month. No 
further action is proposed. 

Family Service 

Just over 40% of respondents indicated a willingness to attend a shortened service 
directed at children and the PCC has therefore made the Family Service more child-
oriented. A group of parents help by organising a Saturday Workshop the previous day 
to prepare the children for their part in the service. This new style Family Service is 
continuing and those with young children are invited to come along and join in. The Family 
Service will continue to be improved and refined to meet changing needs. 

Recommendations 
• The PCC to obtain consensus in favour of church improvements 
• The PCC to approve final plans 
• The PCC to obtain any necessary planning approvals 
• The PCC to raise Funds (to be co-ordinated with Village Hall fundraising) 
• The PCC to carry out works (probably staged, based on progress of fundraising) 

   

 

 

 

 View from church tower to the north-west  
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2.2. The Village Hall 

The Village Hall building dates from 
1874 when it was built as the Village 
School. The school was closed in 
1968 and the village successfully 
negotiated with Oxfordshire County 
Council to buy the building from 
them as a Village Hall. The 
management of the Village Hall is 
the hands of the Village Hall 
Committee (“VHC”) which is elected 
annually at the AGM in April. 

2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 
Use of the Hall is widespread in the village with fewer than 20% claiming never to 
have used the hall. Most respondents (62%) were satisfied or very satisfied with 
the Village Hall facilities in general. However, many suggestions for improvements 
were suggested, the most common of which were 

• Improved kitchen facilities (29.4%) 
• Better toilet facilities (17.6%) 
• New carpet (15.3%) 
• Eliminate damp (12.9%) 
• Better decoration (12.9%) 
• Better heating (11.8%) 

 
The Appraisal questions relevant to this section were numbered 11 to 15, of which the 
first two related to membership of clubs and the remainder to the use and the 
facilities of the Village Hall.  

Since the appraisal the VHC have installed a new heating system which has greatly 
improved the comfort of the hall for those using it. A comprehensive survey by 
Chartered Surveyors has identified works that will need to be done over the next ten 
years and these have been prioritised by the VHC. The major works planned in the next 
few years are: 

• Provision of disabled access and toilet facilities (this will require the 
enlargement of the entrance hall) and some work required to comply with 
current safety standards 

• Provision of additional storage area 
• Improvements to kitchen area 
• More work to address damp and decoration issues 
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Copies of the plan have been displayed at all Village Plan Open meetings and will 
continue to be displayed at future meetings. These matters are also discussed at 
Village Hall AGMs. 

 
The Village Hall, during a Village Plan event 

Planning permission has been obtained 
(though a small modification will need to 
be applied for). A Quantity Surveyor is 
currently working on an estimated cost of 
the project and this will form the basis 
for the VHC to decide the phasing and 
timing of the works. The execution of 
this project will depend on successfully 
raising the required funds. These will 
come from specific fund raising events 
within the community, donations and 
grant-aided contributions from 
individuals and various organisations.  

 
Recommendations: 
• The VHC to produce plan and provisional timing  
• Once the funding is in place, the VHC to implement plans to ensure successful 

completion of work outlined above  

2.3. The Village Pub 
The White Horse in Duns Tew is called the ‘Village Pub’ by most people in the village. It 
was established as a coaching inn in the 17th century and now has a restaurant and 10 
Bed & Breakfast rooms. It has survived many changes of landlord and owners over the 
years and the freehold is now owned by Greene King Breweries.  

The Village Pub has had a chequered history particularly in the last few years, with 
regular changes in tenant landlords who have often displayed only a short term interest 
in village life. In the 2001 Village Appraisal there were therefore, not surprisingly, a 
number of negative comments. These views were perhaps expressed most strongly by 
those who regretted the changing nature of the White Horse as a village pub as it faced 
the difficulties of adjusting to the new economic realities of the 21st century. 

It is unfortunate that the Village Pub, along with most other rural pubs, is no longer 
seen in its traditional role as one of the most regular social meeting places for some of 
the village residents. There are a number of social, economic and legal changes that 
have contributed to this change of role. Villagers are now more mobile and have 
different communication opportunities, work patterns and leisure preferences. 
Legislation on driving and soon on smoking in public places is also causing changes in 
people’s habits. And of course supermarkets now offer considerably cheaper supplies of 
beer. 
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The fact that the Village Pub is now 
owned by a national brewery chain has 
also resulted in one particularly 
unpopular development for those who 
prefer a locally brewed beer. A 
national brewery has an unchangeable 
policy of only selling its own range of 
beer and seeking to maximise the 
profits from its ‘estate’ of pubs. 

Recent developments do however give   

cause for optimism that the Village Pub is gradually providing a service that will ensure 
that it continues to be economically viable and provide a different but valuable social 
meeting place within the village. 

Rupert Leigh-Wood is the new landlord and has signed a 15 year lease with the brewery 
and thus has a longer term commitment to establishing a new role for the pub in village 
life. He has clear ideas of how that role may develop and asks that villagers also 
understand and support his approach. A village pub with a restaurant and 10 B&B rooms 
inevitably has to survive economically largely on income from food and accommodation 
rather than sales of beer. 

Rupert has no desire to run what he describes as an ‘urban pub’ with karaoke, pool tables 
and binge drinking customers. His aim is to provide a comfortable traditional 
atmosphere for his B&B guests and local customers. In the future he anticipates that 
villagers will be regular but occasional visitors perhaps just once or twice a month. He 
aims to provide a good quality venue for family meals, christenings and weddings as well 
as group and local club celebrations while avoiding a ‘bistro’ or themed high priced 
restaurant service. 

There is anecdotal evidence that villagers are beginning to accept this new role for the 
Village Pub and those who are nostalgic for the old local brewed beer ‘pub’ atmosphere 
have been able to find alternative venues in other nearby villages. 

A number of issues for extending the role of the Village Pub in the life of the village 
have been suggested during the Village Plan process. The landlord is willing in principle 
to consider becoming a drop-off point for prescriptions from local health centres and as 
a purchase point for a limited range of household items like milk and bread. The idea of 
using the pub as some sort of Internet access point raises more difficulties as it might 
be in conflict with the ambience and convenience of regular guests and local customers. 

Recommendations:  
• the Parish Council enter into further discussions with the landlord to investigate 

more fully the suggestions for practical initiatives to extend the role of the Village 
Pub in future village life  
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3. Gatherings 

Clubs and societies are at the heart of the village community. The preceding sections 
have discussed the village meeting places; this one discusses the organised groups of 
villagers and what they do.  

3.1. Clubs and Societies 
2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 

A total of 180 respondents indicated support for one or more clubs and 142 
indicated they would like new clubs in the future. 

These make up the heart of the village community. A thriving Village Hall with groups 
meeting there regularly is a sign of an active and thriving community. We are lucky to 
have this at the moment. Any strategy for the future must aim to ensure that this 
fortunate situation continues in an environment where there is increasing “competition” 
for individuals’ time and attention.  

The following organisations, who were identified in the Appraisal as using the Village Hall 
submitted, their own Village Plan entries:- 

Drama Group: The Drama group started as an extension of the WI over 30 years ago. 
Membership was extended to include men in the late 70's. In the early productions there 
was a temporary stage situated by the French windows until the present stage extension 
was built in the early 90’s. The Duns Tew Drama Group now includes members from 
anywhere within a ten mile radius. The Officers of the group are a treasurer and a 
secretary. We produce two shows a year, spring/summer and a pantomime, the majority 
of the monies raised goes towards the village hall and other village charities. 

We have invested in lighting, scenery/props, all of which are currently available to other 
village hall users at no extra charge, although this is being reconsidered. We have a fairly 
extensive wardrobe of costumes, currently kept in a private house in the village. We plan 
to continue to produce at least two productions a year. In an ideal world we would like 
space for our wardrobe and a small rehearsal studio. We would like bigger male/female 
changing rooms. Additional fixed stage lighting and a permanently installed sound system. 
We would also like no carpet on stage as we would prefer to have blacked boards. 

Duns Tew Babies and Toddlers: Most of the youth in the village will probably have 
enjoyed at one time or another the Duns Tew toddler group which has been running for 
over 20 years in the village hall. The format has stayed more or less the same offering a 
friendly meeting place for mums/dads/carers and play for babies, toddlers and pre-school 
children. It currently opens once a week on a Wednesday morning and attendance 
averages at around 10 families per week. It also attracts people from a number of other 
villages nearby who do not have such facilities. 

Where possible, the toddler group likes to play an active role in village activities including 
the annual church fete, one-off celebrations (e.g. Golden Jubilee), and some church 
services. It is run entirely by volunteers (usually Mums/Dads in the village) who work hard 
to raise funds for running the group. 
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Music Society: The first meeting of the Duns Tew Music Society was on 6th February 
1990. The Group met monthly in the Village Hall for many years, the highlight probably 
being the concert by Jack Gibbons to a packed village hall in 1997. Recently, most 
meetings are held in members’ homes, but the Village Hall is booked three times a year 
when evenings to appeal to a wider audience are presented. Paul Fowles presents on a 
special theme, illustrated with specially chosen music: Tim Porter (WEA lecturer) delights 
his audience with an illustrated talk on a musical topic. Guest speakers are also invited to 
play their ‘Desert Island’ choices. 

The last two years have seen a revival in membership. Meeting in homes, members enjoy 
friendly relaxed evenings delighting in a wide range of music on specific themes. Members 
also arrange outings to Concerts and musical evenings. The organisation of the Music 
Society is very informal with all members partaking in decision making. It appeals to music 
lovers – men & women – from Duns Tew and adjacent villages. 

Women’s Institute: The Women’s Institute (WI) was begun in Canada over a hundred 
years ago as an organisation to assist and educate countrywomen. It arrived in the United 
Kingdom in the early 20th century, and was formed in Oxfordshire 85 years ago. We are 
formed within a legal constitution with charitable status. Duns Tew WI was formed in 
1941 at a time when the organisation did a considerable amount of work towards the war 
effort – bottling and canning fruit for instance. The pattern of meetings and outings is 
similar today, organised by officers and a committee elected annually. It has always 
attracted women from a wide range of social backgrounds. 

The current membership of 25 consists of a core of members from the village who have 
been involved in the WI for several decades. New arrivals have been welcomed, as have 
those from villages without WIs or where the WIs have closed. We currently have 
members from Over Worton, Steeple Aston, Little Tew, Ledwell and Middle Barton. Our 
monthly meetings consist of a short business meeting followed by a speaker or 
demonstration – (just like Calendar Girls!) and we also arrange visits and outings to various 
places – Kelmscott in 2004. The Organisation is an important women’s lobby group, and we 
participate in promoting the resolutions that are passed at the National annual meeting – 
in 2004, on Children’s Diets. The focus of our fundraising in 2004 has been the Oxford 
Children’s Hospital. The county headquarters also organises through its committee a 
range of activities and outings for members. 

Our greatest problem is membership. Younger women are generally trying to juggle 
motherhood and careers, and WI does not fit readily into the lives of most of them. As 
our membership ages, so people are reluctant to take on the responsibility of 
administration. For many, however, we represent an organisation which does more than 
provide a sociable environment and a little entertainment, and they appreciate our active 
interest in current affairs, and involvement in a group which has a certain standing within 
the wider community. 

Youth Club: Since the Appraisal, the Youth Club has disbanded (see Youth Section) 

Three other “not-for-profit” clubs exist; they do not hold regular meetings in the 
Village Hall but they are very active:- 

Bell Ringers: Bell ringing has certainly been practised in Duns Tew since 1661, the date 
cast on one of the five bells in the church tower. Duns Tew is affiliated to the Oxford 
Diocesan Guild of Ringers which was founded in 1881, and is part of the Banbury branch of 
the Guild formed in 1925. Our records go back as far as the 1930’s. At that time, 
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members included Harry Harris, Charlie Gillam, Jack Holton, Eric Honour and Geoff 
Gardiner. The bells were restored in 1953 and are now rung from the ground floor. At 
that time there were 10 ringers. Numbers dwindled in the 1960’s and the bells were not 
often rung until a new band was formed in 1977 by Martin Curren. We have continued to 
keep ringing since then – recently, with help from visitors from neighbouring villages. Our 
membership now stands at 12 but we need more as we often cannot ring all five bells for 
Sunday service. Anyone interested is welcome to join our practice sessions on Tuesday 
evenings. 

Book Club: Since it was formed in 1998, the Book Club has met regularly every 4-6 weeks, 
on a weekday evening for a couple of hours. Meetings are held in the home of one of the 
members, where, over a glass of wine, members share their views on a book chosen at the 
previous meeting, along with any others which may be of interest. There are about 12 
members, with new members always welcome. There is no constitution, AGM or 
subscription. 

Cornerstones: Cornerstones started in 1965 as Young Wives but changed its name to 
allow all Christians to join. It started by helping the church in flower arranging, church 
cleaning and carol-singing round the village: these have now all been taken on by others. It 
was felt that church kneelers would be an asset to the church and Florence Cross and her 
helpers found designs, wool and canvas for them to be made. Since then many people in 
the village have helped produce them. 

Cornerstones meet monthly in members’ homes to share Christian fellowship. Special 
events undertaken by Cornerstones are the Women’s World Day of Prayer, the Harvest 
lunch for Duns Tew Senior Citizens, and a walk in the summer. We charge £1 per meeting, 
which is held on the third Tuesday of each month. The majority of members are over 60, 
but we are prepared to carry on with our activities. The kneelers are still on-going and so 
far 94 have been made. The cost of a kneeler is about £30 and we have raised funds in 
the last two years by holding a Preserves Stall at the Church Fete. The costs of the 
Harvest Lunch are met from funds and the majority of the food is home made. The Poors 
Land Trust has kindly contributed to these funds and this year a donation was received 
from the Parish Council for the Lunch. 

The following “for-profit” organisations are weekly users of the Village Hall:- 
o Ladies Keep Fit  
o Youth Drama (now “Theatre Studio”)  
o Junior Ballet  
o Toddlers Music (now “Sing and Play”) 

Prior to the Appraisal a number of other groups were closed either for lack of support 
or because no one was prepared to take on the running of the group. These included: 

• Duns Tew Historical Society 
• Duns Tew Monday Club 
• Gardening Club 
• Brownies 

In the Appraisal a number of possible clubs were suggested. Those attracting more 
than 15 “votes” – and probably viable – are: 

Gardening Club  37 Men’s Keep Fit  19 
Bridge/Whist Drives 22 Over 50’s Club  22 
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The running and control of any of the clubs must be in the hands of its members. 
However, the Communications SIG recognises that setting up a new Club can be a 
daunting task. It is prepared to give help, when needed, to those wishing to start a new 
club.  

In relation to the old Historical Society, it is understood that a number of people in 
the village and elsewhere hold some of its records. It might be appropriate for these 
records brought together so that they would be available for study by those 
interested. In addition, over the years, the Village has had a number of very successful 
“street parties” on major national occasions, e.g. VE Day 50th Anniversary, Millennium, 
Golden Jubilee. It would be appropriate if details of these parties and photographs of 
them could be collected together as a record. 

Recommendation: 
• The Communications SIG to assist members in starting new clubs as appropriate 
• The Communications SIG to investigate practicality of creating an historical archive 

for Duns Tew based on locally available records.  
• The Communications SIG to take further action as appropriate 

3.2. Communications 
The Communications part of the Village Plan consists of several interconnected sections. 
The Welcome Pack was originally thought of as a small A5-sized pamphlet to give to new 
residents, but much of its content would be relevant on a web-site. The monthly 
newsletter pumps out information, some of which could be used to update the Welcome 
Pack. In addition, much of the news section of the village newsletter would sit well as a 
news web-page on a village web-site.  

Many of the comments in the 2001 Village Appraisal suggesting that the Parish Council 
should improve the communication of its activities and decisions would be solved via 
more regular columns in the Newsletter and pages on a web-site. However, it should not 
be an objective to move solely to a web-page alone since those who do not use the 
Internet would be disenfranchised. Access to information could be enhanced by 
selective use of a web-site. 

All these issues are covered in this Communications section; read on.  

3.2.1. Neighbourhood Watch 
2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 

Whilst 83% of residents feel that having a Neighbourhood Watch scheme is 
important in Duns Tew, just under a quarter (23%) of residents don’t know whether 
their home is within the scheme. This suggests that publicity of the scheme could 
be improved and, given the number of residents who consider the scheme ‘very 
important’, increased publicity could possibly improve rates of involvement with the 
scheme.  

In 2003, the Parish Council organised a public meeting on the Neighbourhood Watch 
service with a view to revitalising the service in Duns Tew. The Neighbourhood Watch 
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service now operates successfully within Duns Tew, with the village being split into the 
following areas: Dashwood Rise (with 2 wardens), Middle Barton Road, Nursery end of 
village (with 2 wardens), Main Street (with 3 wardens), North Aston end Hill Farm Lane 
(with 2 wardens). Each area may have more than one co-ordinator to provide the 
required ratio of approximately 1 warden to 20 households. If you wish to know who your 
Neighbourhood Watch warden is, please contact a Parish Councillor. 

There are also Church Watch and Horse Watch schemes active in the village. 

3.2.2. Good neighbour-type scheme 
2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 

Up to a third of residents believe that they would use a ‘good neighbour’ scheme if 
one were set up. 

Reference to Good Neighbour schemes appears in two Questions in the Village Appraisal. 
Question 8 asked if respondents would use such a scheme. 48% of the respondents said 
that the question was not applicable to them, indicating, possibly, that they had 
confidence in being able to get help from friends or family if needed without a formal 
Good Neighbour Scheme. 34% said that they would use it. Q41 asked if the Church was 
seen as the source for good-neighbour help. 17% indicated that it was. 

There is no doubt that a strong “Good Neighbour” spirit exists within the Village and 
works well without any formal structure. Many of us will have experienced such help and 
are grateful for the unstinting way in which friends and neighbours give time and 
support when we need it. There is a case for suggesting that such an informal 
arrangement is adequate. However, 34% of respondents did say that they would use a 
scheme and it seems appropriate to try to put in place a formal Good Neighbour scheme 
which would run alongside and supplement the informal activity. 

Recommendation:  
• The Parish Council to set up Good Neighbour Action Group  
• The Good Neighbour Action Group to devise formal scheme 
• The Good Neighbour Action Group to identify volunteers 
• The Good Neighbour Action Group to publicise scheme 

3.2.3. Newsletter 
2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 

The Newsletter is read by the vast majority of residents (89%) every month. Whilst 
41% of residents think that the amount of information available about what’s going 
on in the village is good, half think that it is only reasonable - although only 6% 
describe it as poor. This is not necessarily a judgement on the Newsletter itself but 
ways that the Newsletter could help with this issue are to include more items on 
local issues (54%), local events (53%) and buy & sell items (50%) in particular, and 
also letters (38%), leisure (30%), with some call for arts (16%) and sports (15%).  

Other than a calendar of village events (68%), the Newsletter was considered 
appropriate for listing telephone numbers for: local services e.g. local police 
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station/doctors/chemists (66%), local tradesmen e.g. plumbers/electricians/painters 
(64%); half (52%) would also like to see a local transport timetable here.  

The Newsletter is not, however, a ‘must read’ for the Youth residents. Although 
over 40% read it ‘sometimes’, 19% only ‘rarely’ read it and over a quarter ‘never’ 
read it. This implies that the Youth residents do not see it as being for them but as 
there is not overwhelming interest in receiving local information even via what 
could be considered a more ‘modern’ medium, i.e. the Web, it is open to debate 
whether the Newsletter should try to be more inclusive for the Youth market. 

Questions 63 to 65 of the Appraisal referred to the Duns Tew Newsletter. An 
astonishing 89% of respondents read it every month. A number of topics were suggested 
for inclusion in the Newsletter. Three top topics of interest were not at the time 
included in the Newsletter: 

• Local issues (67%) 
• Buy & Sell Items (61%) 
• Letters (47%) 

These have subsequently been added to the Newsletter, though usage is so far 
infrequent. 

 

 Question 65 addressed the issue of 
providing a “Directory” of local services. 
There was strong support for such a 
directory but the investigating group felt 
that it was not an item for inclusion each 
month but that a quarterly or half yearly 
supplement might meet this need. It was 
felt that there was an overlap with the 
function of a “Welcome” pack and that the 
two topics should be addressed together 
(see Welcome pack subsection below). 

In the future, the editor has plans for the 
Duns Tew Newsletter to become a broader 
medium of local information, directed 
towards all village inhabitants. The 
newsletter would be entered monthly onto 
the web-site for tourist information and 
possibly linked to the e-mail address for 
queries/comments from viewers. 

Editorial policy: The Duns Tew Newsletter is a wholly independent publication produced for the benefit 
of the Duns Tew community and run entirely by volunteers from the Parish of Duns Tew. The Newsletter 
does not hold any political, religious or other bias and is not open to influence by any third party.  All 
contributions are voluntary which includes District and Parish Council and input from the Church and, of 
course members of the parish. 
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The Newsletter is funded by the Parish Council (20%), local organisation (25%) and advertising revenue 
(55%). The accounts of the Newsletter are administered entirely by the Editor  

The editor plans to trial an on-line discussion forum to air topics such as traffic, church 
alterations, street lighting and Parish Council issues, so that residents can be more 
involved in those issues that are important them.  

Recommendation:  
• the editor to continue to liaise with other village groups to promote better 

communications and access to village information.  
• the editor to liaise with the Welcome Pack group to help produce and maintain a listing 

of essential local information 

3.2.4. Web-site 
2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 

Whilst over a third (35%) of residents are interested in having a website for local 
information, this leaves 39% not interested and a further 20% indifferent. The 
situation is similar amongst the Youth residents, with over a third interested, 30% 
not interested and 32% indifferent.  

One of the modern methods of communicating is via a web-site. In rural communities, a 
web-site could be viewed as an on-line Welcome Pack available across the world, where 
anyone anywhere can learn about the village. Many local communities set up and run web-
sites in order to fulfil their communication responsibilities. The Village Plan committee 
has had a web-site running since May 2003.  

Broadband arrived in Duns Tew in March 2004. This allows fast access to the Internet, 
making it generally more usable. As the home use of computers will inevitably increase 
over time, the desire for a village web-site will increase. However, the Village Appraisal 
tells us that the issue to be considered is whether interest from a maximum of a third 
of residents would justify the effort involved in maintaining a website. 

Setting up a web-site is usually an expensive business. Fortunately, community support 
organisations are centrally funded and provide free web-site hosting facilities for 
qualifying organisations. The Village Plan committee was deemed such an organisation and 
the following web-site has been provided free of charge to Duns Tew. 

www.dunstewvillageplan.ik.com 

 

The next stage is likely to cost money. An organisation in Deddington has registered 
www.dunstew.org.uk and would charge us an annual ‘rent’ for its use. The organisation 
that ‘hosts’ a free Village Plan web-site charges for Parish Council web-sites. 
Government guidelines promote Parish Council web-sites (e.g. www.DunsTew-PC.org.uk) 
but would also cost ‘rent’ to a web-site supplier suggested by Whitehall. An organisation 
called The Local Channel provides a free web-site service, but has advertising 
surrounding each page, which is considered unsuitable for a small rural community web-
site.  
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Home page of www.dunstewvillageplan.ik.com  

 

The Website SIG has configured www.dunstewvillageplan.ik.com to mirror a possible 
Village web-site set-up.  

What could a web-site contain? 

Local community web-sites around the UK generally contain two types of information; 
firstly, information that changes very rarely, like bus times and village event dates; 
secondly news items that change regularly. Increasing access to information on web-
sites has been found to be very useful, especially such items as planning applications and 
neighbourhood watch incidents. In some villages, parts of the web-site are used by the 
Youth for news, information, etc. Naturally, the maintenance of web-site news items 
needs managing and editing.  

Over the course of the Village Plan researches, the use that residents have made of the 
two Internet resources has been very low. Nine residents have sent an e-mail to 
parish.council@dunstew.org.uk (although those nine do use it a lot). The available 
feedback from the Village Plan website implies an even lower usage than the parish 
council e-mail address. The potential administrators of the web-site, who would be the 
Parish Council and the Newsletter editor, are wary of starting processes which will make 
possible successors reluctant to take over.  

Against this background, there is no way in 2005 that the Parish Council could justify 
the £250-£350 per annum off the precept to set up a properly named DunsTew-
PC.gov.uk web-site. 

 

 



Duns Tew  

Village Plan 
 

 

Page 24 of 64   

Recommendation:  
• the Parish Council to review the demand for a web-site on an annual basis. Each year, 

there should be a discussion upon whether there was a majority in favour of a village 
web-site and if so, whether there is the will to invest money from the precept.  

 
3.2.5. Welcome pack 

2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 
Three-quarters of residents believe that new residents to the village should be 
‘welcomed’ with a welcome pack, including local village information.  

78% of respondents to Question 68 of the Appraisal supported the idea of a “Welcome 
Pack” of local village information for new residents. This is an action that should be 
taken up.  

In addition to the question of what the contents of a Welcome Pack should be, there is 
the recurring problem of keeping the information up to date. Other issues which need 
to be addressed are: 

• How and when the Welcome Pack is delivered? 
• How the pack should be financed (by Parish Council, Advertisers?) 
• Frequency of update and who will undertake this task? 
 

Recommendations: 
• The Communications SIG to set-up a Welcome pack Action Group  
• The Welcome pack Action Group to resolve issues and liaise with Newsletter editor 
• The Welcome pack Action Group to identify format and contents 
• The Welcome pack Action Group to gather information 
• The Welcome pack Action Group to produce pack 
• The Welcome pack Action Group to maintain pack information up to date 
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3.3. Parish Council 
2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 

Only 9% of residents feel that the Parish Council publicises its decisions and 
activities ‘very well’; whilst 53% rate it ‘reasonably well’, implying that there is scope 
for improvement, especially as 30% consider it poor.  

Although 42% feel that the Parish Council represents them, 46% of residents do 
not feel represented by them. 

Whilst 17% feel that the Parish Council fights hard enough for issues that are 
important to them, 21% do not and over half (57%) did not feel able (or possibly not 
sufficiently informed) to have an opinion on this. 

Whilst 48% of residents felt that the Parish Council are aware of local concerns and 
feelings, the District Council fares less well with only 22% believing that 
representatives are aware of local concerns/feelings, and the County Council less 
well still with only 14% feeling confident in them over this issue. 

Duns Tew Parish Council consists of 7 Parish Councillors, supported by a Parish Clerk. It 
meets six times a year in an open session in the Village Hall. The meeting agenda is 
published at least 7 days in advance of the meeting, the date being published in the 
minutes of the previous meeting. It is sad to relate that most meetings take place in 
front of empty seats.  
Election of Parish Councillors takes place every four years, the last Council having been 
elected in May 2002. Councillors who resign between elections are generally replaced by 
co-options, the vacancy being advertised in the monthly village newsletter.  

Following changes in the rules in 2001, all Parish Councillors adhere to a national Code of 
Conduct which forces them to make public their membership of interest and lobby 
groups. This is intended to ensure that Parish Council meetings are open and that 
Councillors formally declare an ‘interest’ when they speak on Parish matters.  

Name Role Special responsibility 
Warren Davies Parish Councillor Chairman and Play Area Quorum 
John Wilshaw Parish Councillor Vice-Chairman and Planning Quorum 
Steve Hodson Parish Councillor Play Area Quorum 
Charles Landless Parish Councillor Planning Quorum 
Mark Blackmore Parish Councillor  
Roger Stevenson Parish Councillor Planning Quorum 
Clive Tompkins Parish Councillor  
Chris Grover Parish Clerk  
Mark Blackmore, Roger Stevenson and John Wilshaw are also members of the Village 
Plan steering committee. 

3.3.1. Communications 
In view of the Village Appraisal, where fewer than 1 in 10 adults thought that the Parish 
Council publicised its activities well, the Parish Council has sought ways of improving its 
communicating.  
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There is now a regular column in the Newsletter and a list of all the planning applications 
processed in the previous month. The six annual Parish Council meeting are chaired in an 
open manner, allowing interjections and questions from the floor where appropriate.  

Recommendations: 
• In view of the Village Appraisal, where fewer than 1 in 10 adults thought that the 

Parish Council publicised its activities well, it is recommended that the Parish Council 
continue to improve ways of communicating what they do. 

3.3.2. Financials 
Duns Tew Parish Council has a precept of about £6,500; this is an annual amount of 
money given by Cherwell District Council and collected from every resident through 
their Council Tax bill.  

Duns Tew is very fortunate in that a resident has volunteered to fulfil the role of 
Internal Auditor without charge. He effectively polices the way that the Parish Council 
spends the precept and submits his own internal audit report to an external auditing 
process every year. In 2003, Duns Tew Parish Council was commended on the state of its 
books.  

3.3.3. Grass cutting 
A contractor is paid to cut grass around between 12 and 14 times a year; he cuts the 
verges, the village green, the play area and around the telephone box. The churchyard 
mowing is organised by the PCC with a contribution from the Parish Council. Every year, 
the Parish Council verifies that the contractor used provides the best value for money 
for Duns Tew.  

3.3.4. Litter 
2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 

17% feel that litter is a problem in Duns Tew, whilst 80% do not. This suggests that 
any litter problem is not significant or may be in an isolated area. A bi-annual 
‘spring clean day’ would be favoured by 39%. 

Two litter pick-up days are usually organised by the Parish Council in April and May to 
coincide with judging in the Best Kept Village competition. 

3.3.5. Roadside street cleaning 
2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 

Satisfaction with roadside care / street cleaning is mixed. 40% are satisfied, 27% 
indifferent, & 31% dissatisfied. Statistically speaking the difference between those 
who are satisfied versus those dissatisfied is negligible, and therefore it would be 
unwise to state that satisfaction outweighs dissatisfaction. There is clearly scope 
for improvement on this issue. 

This is undertaken by Cherwell District Council. The Parish Council request a road sweep 
from time to time, for example to dispose of fallen leaves. 
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3.3.6. Trees and shrubs 
The Parish Council has undertaken the planting of new trees and shrubs. Recently new 
shrubs were placed on the land between the top of Hill Farm Lane and the lay-by on the 
North Aston Road. In 2004, a contribution of £300 was made to the PCC towards the 
cost of maintenance of trees in the churchyard.  

3.3.7. Play Area 
Analysis of the Play Area section of the Village Appraisal is placed in the Youth section. 
The Parish Council has a quorum responsible for the day-to-day maintenance of the Play 
Area. A formal inspection is carried out every week and the report is presented to each 
Parish Council meeting and minuted. In addition, the Oxfordshire Playing Field 
Association conducts an annual inspection.  

These actions fulfil the Parish Council insurance and audit obligations. 

3.3.8. Village Hall mortgage 
Some years ago, the Parish Council took over responsibility for the repayment of a 
mortgage on the Village Hall. Two payments of £655.16 each are made in May and 
November each year. The mortgage will be paid off in November 2006. The Parish 
Council has also contributed money to the cost of repairs in the Village Hall in the past.  

3.3.9. Best Kept Village competition 
2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 

43% support the continuing entry of Duns Tew into the ‘Best Kept Village’ 
competition. 

Duns Tew has a proud tradition in the Oxfordshire Best Kept Village competition. In the 
small village category, Duns Tew came 1st in 1969, 1984, 1985 and 1989. Other more 
recent achievements were 4th in 2002 and 5th in 2003. The Parish Council pays the entry 
fee and organises village clean-ups in advance of the judging (usually May every year).  

Recommendations: 
• In view of the 43% support, the Parish Council should continue to enter the Best 

Kept Village competition 

 
3.3.10. Planning 

The Parish Council has implemented changes to its internal Planning Quorum process to 
allow residents an opportunity to review all planning applications whilst they are being 
considered by the Parish Councillors. These changes took effect from February 1st 2005.  
 
The role of Cherwell District Council  
All planning applications must be filled in using a standard pro-forma and sent to 
Cherwell DC with the appropriate fee. Cherwell take a copy and post it to the Parish 
Clerk. They also stick notices of the planning application on nearby posts. The plans are 
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available for viewing at the Bodicote offices, if an appointment is made. Cherwell give 
the Parish Council 21 days to send their responses to the planning application. It is then 
put on the agenda for the next North Area planning committee meeting. The Parish 
Council is informed of the decision. 
 
What Duns Tew Parish Council does 
Every May meeting, the Parish Council appoints a Planning Quorum (PQ) of three or more 
Parish Councillors to oversee the planning applications. The expectation is that all 
potentially controversial planning applications will be distributed to all Parish Councillors. 
The majority of planning applications are not in any way controversial and are processed 
solely by the PQ. The PQ Chairman reports on all Planning Applications at the Parish 
Council meetings. Since late 2004, a summary of all planning applications passing through 
the PQ has been published in the Village newsletter.  
 
The current planning process 
Planning and Development department in Cherwell District Council sends a copy of all 
planning applications within Duns Tew Parish boundary to the Parish Clerk. The Parish 
Council is invited to send its comments on the plans within 21 days. The plans are passed 
round the Planning Quorum and their individual comments are summarized by the PQ 
Chairman. These comments are sent back to Cherwell DC before the due date. 
 
What can the Parish Council comment upon? 
Parish Councils are given strict guidelines on what they are allowed to comment on and 
the way in which they can do it. The categories under which the Parish Council can 
comment are:- 

• the principle of whether the proposed use is appropriate 
• the design of the proposed building or development 
• the effect upon the character or appearance or the area 
• the effect upon highway or pedestrian safety 
• the effect upon the landscape 
• the effect upon the general environment 
• the impact on public services 
• the effect upon neighbouring properties 
• the effect on the local economy and employment 
• the likely precedent that approval may set for similar further unsatisfactory 

development 
 
Improved process 
For a trial period, it is proposed that the plans be made available at the back of the 
Church for a week during the 21 day consultation cycle. Residents are invited to view the 
plans and write their comments, which may be included in the response from the Planning 
Quorum. If you are keen to know exactly when plans will be available in the Church, an e-
mail notification service will be made available. If you do not have e-mail, you can always 
pop into the Church and see the latest updates.  
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To summarise: 
The process in 2004 

When a planning application is received, it is handled 
in the following way:- 

1. The Parish Clerk sends the planning 
application package to the Chairman of the 
Planning sub-committee 

2. The Chairman records the application, 
attaches a comment form and passes it to 
one of the Planning sub-committee members 

3. Each member inspects the planning 
application, adding comments where 
applicable 

 
 
 
4. When the planning application and comments 

are returned, the Chairman summarises the 
views expressed according to the guidelines 
and sends to Cherwell DC 

Sometimes, a planning application is deemed to be 
serious enough for the whole Council to comment 
upon. If the Parish Council receives any 
correspondence on the planning application, this is 
usually included in the summary sent to Cherwell DC.  

The process in 2005 

When a planning application is received, it is handled 
in the following way:- 

1. The Parish Clerk sends the planning 
application package to the Chairman of the 
Planning Quorum 

2. The Chairman records the application, 
attaches a comment form and passes it to 
one of the Planning sub-committee members 

3. Each member inspects the planning 
application, adding comments where 
applicable 

4. When the planning application and comments 
are returned, the Chairman puts the 
planning application and Quorum comments 
in the reading room 

5. 5 days before the due date, the Chairman 
summarises the views expressed according 
to the guidelines and sends to Cherwell DC 

Where a planning application is deemed to be serious 
enough for the whole Council to comment upon, the 
availability of the plans in the Church may be 
curtailed.  

 

 

 

 

 Duns Tew countryside, towards the north-west  
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4. Design 

This section encompasses everything to do with the physical nature of the village: its 
roads, pavements, footpaths, streetlights, traffic and houses. Although planning is 
relevant to many design issues, the planning process itself is covered under the Parish 
Council section.  

4.1. Housing 
2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 

73% of respondents want the village to remain as it is; there is only a minority call 
for change/development, and the most commonly mentioned development is as an 
agricultural community (14%) – no other form of change received any significant 
level of support. 

The most acceptable form of housing development in Duns Tew would be in-fill 
houses / barn conversions and extensions which 68% of the 363 respondents 
would find acceptable.  

A significant minority of residents (45%) do not see a need for building new houses 
in Duns Tew. However, 43% would be in favour of low cost housing for locals / 
starter homes / small family homes, and only 11% would be in favour of large 
family / executive homes. 

There is very little support for development that would alter the nature/structure or 
size of the village, even to a limited degree. 

203 people wanted any development to be limited to in-fill houses, barn 
conversions and extensions. 140 people felt that no further homes are needed 
although 48 would like to see starter homes for young people. The villagers were 
almost unanimous in stating that the quality of the surrounding countryside is 
important. 

Since the publication of the 2001 Village Appraisal, the Government’s approach to the 
UK Housing Crisis has changed, such that many of the issues raised in 2001 are no longer 
relevant. In addition, it has become apparent that Duns Tew could be formally 
designated as a conservation area, which would impact upon any potential Affordable 
Housing scheme. The Housing section has been split into sub-sections covering:- 

• How the Affordable Housing process works 
• Affordable Housing and Duns Tew 
• Duns Tew as a Conservation Area 
• Pulling all issues together in a Summary 

 
It should be noted that Duns Tew is a “Category 2 village”, defined as an Area of High 
Landscape Value. There are no plans to change this categorisation and nothing in the 
discussion below changes that status.  
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4.1.1. How the Affordable Housing process works 
In rural villages, properties are on average a third more costly than similar houses in 
towns. Where new village houses are built they are often substantial, attracting very 
high prices, and usually way out of the range of local people. Oxfordshire is the 8th most 
expensive area in the country for housing. Local Authorities have been set targets by 
Central Government to provide “Affordable Housing” in one form or another. The County 
Structure Plan states a total of 37,000 new homes must be built over the next 10 years 
around Banbury, Bicester and Didcot. A new South East Plan is proposed which will build 
up to 30,000 new houses per annum in the whole South East region. Under current 
legislation a large proportion of these will be built under the “Affordable Housing” 
scheme. 

The term “Affordable Housing” can be misleading. It does not simply mean houses which 
local people can afford to buy. Another term for “Affordable Housing” is “Social 
Housing” (previously known as “Council Housing”). There are several types of “Affordable 
Housing” schemes - all involve Housing Associations or Registered Social Landlords 
managing the properties. The properties are therefore never fully owned by the people 
living in them. The two most common types are simply renting (similar to old style council 
housing) and co-ownership.  

As far as co-ownership is concerned, the homebuyer is only able to own on average 60% 
of the property, with the Housing Association owning 40%. The homebuyer also has to 
pay rent to the Housing Association on the un-owned portion of the house. When the 
homebuyer decides to move on, the property cannot be sold on the open market. Instead 
it has to be offered for sale to someone who is “qualified” to buy. If the overall value of 
the property had risen in value since purchase, then the person selling would be entitled 
to a share of the profit. If the property’s value had fallen, then the loss would be split 
on this same percentage basis. If those occupying “Affordable Housing” do not move on, 
either because they cannot afford to or because they like living in the village, then the 
whole process would be blocked. 

In rural areas, on sites suitable for development of open market homes, where 6 units or 
more were proposed, the District Council would negotiate for 30% of those units to be 
‘affordable’. This site is known as a ‘Windfall Site’, and 1 out of 3 affordable units 
secured in this way would be allocate to people with a local connection to Duns Tew. The 
other 2 allocations would go to general need from the common waiting list. They have 
already identified 2,476 households in the area as currently in unsuitable housing, and 
there is an on-going need to build 686 units of “Affordable Housing” annually in the 
district. There would, therefore, always be a ready market for “Affordable Housing” 
within Duns Tew as CDC would identify and allocate new tenants from its housing list. If 
there is an identified need for “Affordable Housing” and there is no building taking place 
locally where “Affordable Houses” are part of a larger development (Windfall Sites), 
then a special mechanism exists for Government/District Councils to secure sites to 
build “Affordable Housing”. It is known as “Rural Exception Site Policy”.  
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If Duns Tew elected to have “Affordable Housing”, and a need for affordable housing 
had been identified, permission could be granted on sites within or immediately adjacent 
to the village that would not normally be considered suitable for open market 
development. Secure arrangements would be made to restrict the occupancy to local 
needs in perpetuity, where in particular, tenants would not be able to exercise a ‘right-
to-buy’. This type of development, however, would not be able to compromise any other 
policies in the Local Plan, for instance, those that seek to protect the countryside and 
those relating to highway safety, or benefit adjacent landowners seeking to apply for 
permission to build open market homes on sites previously considered unacceptable. 
Schemes should be small-scale and reflect the size and character of the village.  

To qualify for “Affordable Housing” in Duns Tew on a windfall site, applicants would need 
to be on the District Council Waiting List. To qualify for affordable housing on a Rural 
Exception Site, applicants would need to meet more specific criteria set by Cherwell 
District Council. Factors considered are: 

• whether the proposed occupier is on, or would qualify for, Council housing 
waiting list  

• whether resident within the parish and needing separate housing (i.e. in crowded 
accommodation)  

• whether they work in the parish and need to live closer to the community  
• whether they had connections or family ties within the parish  
• previous periods of residence in the parish. 

Note that the terms “local” and “parish” just mean Duns Tew. Cherwell District Council 
would be allocating the “Affordable Housing”. Only in the event that a Duns Tew 
applicant did not exist, would the District Council nominate an applicant from a 
neighbouring parish – the number of the neighbouring parishes to be considered could be 
defined by the Parish Council at the time when a site was purchased and categorised a 
‘Rural Exception Site’. 

 “Affordable Housing” should not be confused with ‘houses that people can afford to 
buy. The latter are relatively smaller houses which are attractive to first-time buyers 
and older people wishing to ‘down-size’ Like most other things, houses prices are at the 
mercy of our market-driven economy; where demand outstrips supply, prices will 
inevitably rise and local people may again be priced out of the market.  

None of this is peculiar to Duns Tew – it is a national problem. However, Duns Tew 
cannot assume that it will remain unaffected by this national housing crisis. Changes in 
the planning law in 2004 have transferred many planning responsibilities to Regional 
Assemblies – Duns Tew is part of SEERA, South East England Regional Assembly, which 
is based in Guildford.  

4.1.2. Affordable Housing and Duns Tew  
When asked, 43% of people in Duns Tew said they were in favour of low cost housing for 
locals / starter homes / small family homes, but that does not necessarily mean that 
they would support the “Affordable Housing” process. Although the “Affordable 
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Housing” scheme was in place at the time of the Village Appraisal of 2001, its full impact 
was not understood and therefore the questions and responses are not an accurate 
guide. Village events in 2004 have further clouded the issue by not asking clearly enough 
for feedback.  

In the past few years, available plots and farmyards within the village envelope have 
been developed in line with the Category 2 designation which restricts development to 
in-fills, barn conversions and other property improvements. New development, of course, 
does not have to be at the more expensive end of the housing scale – in-fills and 
conversions could be designed to meet the perceived need of low cost/starter/smaller 
homes.  

What cannot be ignored however is the fact that almost all recent new developments 
have resulted in a number of additional large houses and expensive conversions or 
extensions with the agreement of the planning authorities.  

There are currently no obviously available plots within the village envelope which would 
be suitable for a set of houses built under the “Affordable Housing” scheme. In theory, 
the “Affordable Housing” scheme might allow homes to be built on the edge of the 
village envelope. But this can only be done with the full support of the Parish Council and 
the ultimate decision of the local planning authority to either re-designate agricultural 
land or agree a change of use for an existing site with light industrial use permission.  

4.1.3. Duns Tew as a Conservation Area 
In the Cherwell Adopted Local Plan of 1996, against which all planning applications are 
judged, there is an appendix containing all the villages in North Oxford which are 
designated Conservation Areas. Duns Tew stands out as an omission – most villages of a 
similar size are so designated. For example, our eastern neighbour, North Aston, is a 
conservation area.  

A conservation area is defined as “an area of special architectural or historic interest, 
the character or appearance of which is desirable to preserve or enhance”. It is the 
quality and interest in areas rather than individual buildings that are the prime 
consideration in identifying conservation areas. Spaces between buildings, trees and 
other features of local interest are important to the character and ambience of the 
area. Conservation area designation should therefore be seen as a means of recognising 
and protecting the importance of all the factors that contribute to the character of the 
area.  

Conservation area legislation helps to ensure that the natural process of renewal and 
change in rural areas in managed, to preserve the best of the past and allow for 
sympathetic new development. General planning standards are applied sensitively in the 
interest of harmonising new development with its neighbours in the conservation area.  

It transpires that there is formal process already in place, run by staff from Cherwell 
District Council whose job it is to perform conservation appraisals and to formally 
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designate villages as conservation areas, should that be the wish of the community. The 
process is:- 

• Hold an Open Day to allow residents to discuss and understand the process  
• Perform a conservation appraisal  
• Produce a report  
• Hold a public meeting at which the report is discussed  
• If agreed at the public meeting, designate Duns Tew as a conservation area  

The appraisal will define a conservation boundary within the parish boundary (the 
definition of the exact boundary is up to the specialists, in consultation with the 
residents). The appraisal would also define exactly the village envelope.  

What are the pros and cons of conservation status for Duns Tew? 

The major advantage is that proposed developments would have to fit in with the 
character of the village and the surrounding area. Note that conservation designation 
would bring Duns Tew into line with all the other similar villages in North Oxfordshire. 

The disadvantage is mainly that planning applications need to be written with an extra 
focus – they need to be submitted in sufficient detail to enable the impact of the 
proposed development on the character of the conservation area to be assessed.  

4.1.4. Summary 
There is very strong evidence that the majority in 2001 wanted Duns Tew to stay as it is 
with no large scale housing development. But government pressures and changes in the 
housing market may have strengthened support for the minority who believe that 
“Affordable Housing” schemes should be given serious further consideration.  

There is strong evidence that conservation designation would be a positive initiative 
which will help preserve the village as we know it – remember, in the Village Appraisal, 
73% of residents wanted Duns Tew to remain the same. This may seem paradoxical – to 
change something in order to keep it the same?! However, because central government 
have reorganised the planning process on a regional basis, there is an urgent need to do 
everything possible to protect Duns Tew from change imposed from without.  

Recommendations:  
• The Parish Council to investigate the feasibility of, and support for, conservation 

designation 
• The Parish Council to monitor the other ways of facilitating young and old locals 

being able to live in the village 
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4.2. Countryside 
The countryside around Duns Tew has been shaped by the farming industry and the 
needs of the village. There are seven Public Rights of Way (in Duns Tew just footpaths 
and a bridleway) over fields in a range of agricultural use echoing the history of the way 
villagers used to travel around the village. 

The estate we now know as “Dashwood Rise” was originally called Valley View and built on 
a field called Hallow End. In addition, there was an ash tip within the confines of the 
village, based in the old farm yard of Manor House – this too has now been developed for 
housing. 

2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 
The quality of the countryside around Duns Tew is important to nearly all the 
residents (96%) in whatever way they choose to appreciate it. 

Recreational area - almost two-thirds would be interested in having a recreational 
area on the edge/within walking distance of the village (possibly a woodland area 
with walkways, seats & a pond), although a fifth would not be interested in the idea. 
Responses from the Youth residents are a little more polarised, with over half 
(58%) being interested in having a recreational area and 42% not interested. 
However, there appears to be sufficient interest overall to warrant this idea being 
explored further. 

Possible site locations seem to be difficult to determine though; the most common 
suggestion was near to the play area but this only achieved 8% of adult and 19% of 
youth residents’ suggestions. 

Benefiting from reasonably close proximity to major road and rail routes, residents of 
Duns Tew are fortunate in having pleasant natural surroundings together with easy 
access to the busy market towns of Banbury, Chipping Norton and Bicester and the more 
cosmopolitan surroundings of Oxford, whilst London itself is no more than two hours’ 
drive away. 

 

Countryside views from the church tower to 
the north 

Countryside in summer 
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The rich golden hue of the local stone houses (both Cotswold and Hornton stone have 
been used) blends perfectly with the soil of this fertile farming land. The soil itself is 
slightly sandy which gives excellent drainage but also binds well without being overly 
heavy. Mixed farming locally means an ever-changing visual landscape. 

The local roads meander across the relatively remote vales and hills of North 
Oxfordshire giving residents and visitors a taste of real countryside within moments of 
turning off the main roads. The landscape is mostly gentle.  

The future of our local countryside is largely in the hands of those who farm it but with 
opportunities for improving the biodiversity and public access through recent and, 
hopefully, future changes to the Common Agricultural Policy.  It is also vital that the 
countryside be protected from over-development or, worse, inappropriate development. 

 

4.3. Farmers 
“To own a farm today is an achievement… I believe whole heartedly the 
countryside around Duns Tew is worth preserving for future generations” 

Ronald K Proctor 18th June 2004. 

The above quote from a much respected local farmer and villager sums up the view of 
the farming community in that farms have through necessity diversified and branched 
out into different areas. The objective must be to look forward to the future and to 
safeguard family farms lest they too are lost along with an important social and 
economic sector of village life.  

The main points raised during the Village Plan discussions have centred on the need for 
change and the methods which have been employed to bring about this change; land-
ownership, regulatory, employment and market forces. All of these have helped alter and 
shape Duns Tew. 

The history of Duns Tew shows that village design has been influenced more by the 
‘circumstances of the day’ rather than by planners or individuals. Before 1948, the 
village mainly consisted of the Dashwood Estate; most trades were represented and 
nearly all the inhabitants worked at the Manor or in agriculture. Early attempts at 
development did not succeed - in 1965 a field was sold to a developer but the houses did 
not sell for their anticipated value and he went bankrupt.  

The introduction of the European Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) in 1973 meant more 
change in the village and, by definition, for farmers. Cutbacks in production levels and 
regulation enforcement rendered many traditional farm buildings redundant and 
unfortunately, due to increased mechanisation, farm labourers also became surplus to 
requirement. These redundant buildings have either been demolished or renovated into 
dwellings. 

With fewer people to work the land, many traditional tasks are ‘contracted out’. This has 
meant that farm labourers do not need to live in the village which again has changed the 
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face of the village, with previous farm cottages (tied cottages) being sold to private 
individuals. As the market forces tightened, the farming community has diversified to 
survive; tasks have been contracted out, and barns that were used for storage as well as 
other farm buildings have been converted, some first into holiday cottages and 
subsequently residential accommodation. Nearby, farmers’ markets have been created 
and farm shops have sprung up. 

4.4. Public Rights of Way 
2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 

Although 61% of residents know where the local footpaths and bridleways are, 
37% either don’t know or aren’t sure where they are. Given the fact that 26% did 
not express any interest in local maps/leaflets/guided walks, it is likely that a 
proportion of these residents are not really interested in the local footpaths and 
bridleways at all.  

However, the majority do express an interest, with 60% interested to see maps of 
local footpaths, 38% interested in leaflets of walks being available to buy (actual 
purchase is likely to be lower than this as there will be an element of over-
statement), and nearly a fifth (18%) interested in guided walks (actual take-up of 
this would be likely to be lower when dates/times etc are factored-in).  

Whilst 43% can use the footpaths and bridleways without difficulty, 21% cannot. Of 
those encountering difficulties, the difficulties mentioned are: bushes/nettles (39%), 
mud/water (36%), stiles/gates in poor condition (31%), farm animals (28%), crops 
across paths (25%), high stiles (13%), locked gates/barbed wire (10%). It seems 
likely that some of these are unavoidable on a countryside footpath or bridleway 
but others clearly need addressing. 

35% of residents consider the footpaths and bridleway to be well signposted, whilst 
29% do not. Although only 22% stated that they would be willing to help maintain 
the footpaths and bridleway (and this is likely to be over-stated), there is scope for 
development. 

Public Rights of Way are an essential part of the British countryside, allowing the public 
access to the country without interfering with the way the land is used. Duns Tew is 
served by a network of six footpaths and one bridleway providing access within the 
village and routes to neighbouring parishes.  

Public  
Right of 
Way 

From Through To 

Footpath 1 Off the road towards 
Worton beyond Spinney 

Fields Parish Boundary with the 
Wortons 

Bridleway 
2 

Alongside the pub Past Old Dairy Grounds 
and over Cockley Brook 

Middle Barton Parish 
Boundary 

Footpath 3 Off the Middle Barton 
road past Christmas 
Cottage 

Fields Middle Barton road just 
before Horsehay Farm 

Footpath 4 At the junction on the 
Middle Barton road and 
road from the A4260  

Fields, across North 
Aston road, round the 
back of Dashwood Rise 

A4260 at the bottom of 
the hill between Duns 
Tew and Deddington 

Footpath 5 North of the Old Forge The Priory (old name) The ‘Poors’ land 



Duns Tew  

Village Plan 
 

 

Page 38 of 64   

on Middle Barton road 
Footpath 6 Opposite the Village Hall 

(to the south a bit) 
Past Daisy Hill Farm & 
play area , across a field 

Junction with footpath 3 

Footpath 7 Bottom of Hill Farm 
Lane 

Fields Junction with footpath 4 

 

The responsibility for Public Rights of Way can be confusing - here are some basics:- 

• The County Council as local Highway Authority is responsible, amongst other things, 
for the following: 

o Clearing any obstructing vegetation growing from the surface of a headland 
path (those alongside hedges or fences). 

o Signing Public Rights of Way from roadsides. 

• The landowner is responsible, amongst other things, for: 

Footpath 1 

Footpath 7 

Footpath 4 

Footpath 5 

Footpath 3 

Footpath/Bridleway 2 

Footpath 6 
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o Clearing any obstructing vegetation growing on a crossfield path (other than 
in fields under grass). 

o Clearing overhanging vegetation on a headland path e.g. from a hedgerow. 
o Ensuring that the line of a crossfield path is adequately marked and 

reinstated with 14 days of it being ploughed.  
o Maintaining stiles and gates in a safe condition.  
o Not to plough up headland paths. 

The guidelines and regulations are specified in two leaflets from Oxfordshire County 
Council, Number 1 Ploughing and Crops, and Number 2 Stiles and Gates.  

Users of Public Rights of Way also have responsibilities, outlined in the newly revised 
Countryside Code that includes: 

• Leaving gates and property as you find them   
• Protecting plants and animals, and taking your litter home  
• Keeping dogs under close control   

A survey of the Public Rights of Way around Duns Tew was undertaken in July 2004; a 
summary of what was discovered is given below:- 

Public  
Right of 
Way 

Problems identified in July 2004 

Footpath 1 Crops seriously overgrowing path; impassable at points 
Footpath 3 Some stiles in poor condition and unusable – electric fence preventing 

access along prescribed route – stile at far end dangerous  
Footpath 4 Most stiles in poor condition and crops overgrowing path – impassable at 

the far north end 
Footpath 5 Dangerous section behind the barn, no route at all to the Poors land 
Footpath 6 Very rarely used at southern end as walkers mainly use an easier route 

between bridleway 2 and footpath 3 
  

Footpath 3 – southern start – no pedestrian 
access is provided as the gate is locked 

Obviously a lot of work needs to be done on 
the Public Rights of Way in and around Duns 
Tew. In the opinion of the villagers who 
undertook the survey, things have 
deteriorated since the Village Appraisal. 
Oxfordshire County Council has received an 
early copy of the report and has said that it is 
willing to provide 50% of the cost of replacing 
stiles with gates which would improves access 
considerably for many people. In addition to 
improving stiles and gates, and clearing paths, 
there needs to be consideration of the future 
public access to the countryside within the 
village. Oxfordshire County Council will be  
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publishing a Rights of Way Improvement Plan in 2005 identifying ways of improving 
access to the countryside for the needs of today’s and tomorrow’s residents and 
visitors. This includes the potential for new paths such as possibly extending footpath 5 
to the A4260, which would provide an alternative route for pedestrians from Duns Tew 
to the bus stop on the A4260. The views and aspirations of Duns Tew residents must be 
represented in this plan. 
 
Recommendation:  
• the Parish Council to formally appoint a Councillor responsible for Public Rights of 

Way whose task is to remedy the things that are wrong and start a programme of 
improvement to public access to the countryside in Duns Tew.  

 

4.5. Pedestrian issues 
Old photographs of the village show there was no need for pavements through the 
village. Traffic consisted of hooves and wooden wheels; there were no cars, lorries or 
heavy machinery. The need to separate people from animals or traffic was not as 
important as it has now become. 

2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 
Whilst half of the residents find it easy to move through the village using the 
pavements and a further 22% are indifferent on the subject (suggesting that they 
do not have problems), almost a quarter (23%) do not find moving through the 
village easy. The most frequently mentioned issues are pavements too narrow 
(28%), pavements in poor repair (25%), and cars parked on pavements (17%). 
54% encounter difficulties near the telephone box specifically. Although pavement 
widening may not be possible, improving the state of walls or hedges that encroach 
and improving the condition of pavements may help to increase levels of 
satisfaction in general, and (possibly more importantly?) help those in the 
community who encounter pavement problems because they need to push a pram 
(8%) or are physically challenged (3% of residents). 

Over half of the residents (53%) believe that a path is needed between Dashwood 
Rise and the A4260; 23% have a neutral view, and 22% do not think such a path is 
required. If such a path existed, 15% would use it regularly and a further 40% 
would use it occasionally. Almost three-quarters of the Youth residents believe that 
a path is needed between Dashwood Rise and the A4260. If this path existed, 38% 
would use it ‘regularly’ and a further 45% would use it ‘occasionally’. Anecdotal 
evidence from both adult and youth residents suggests that those who believe 
there is a need for such a path base their views on matters of safety - the 
advantages would reach beyond mere usage and walkers, cyclists, horse-riders 
and drivers would benefit. This is an issue which needs further exploration, 
including feasible/acceptable definitions of ‘path’ (e.g. an off-road track versus a 
pavement etc.). 

Although Duns Tew benefits from pavements to and through the majority of the village, 
there are a couple of areas where a pavement has not been constructed due to road 
restrictions or number of users. One particular area is outside Manor House Farm where 
pedestrians are forced to either cross the road or walk along the road around a blind 
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bend into the oncoming traffic. It is however recognised that this particular spot 
contains 2 Grade II listed buildings so a way forward may be difficult to achieve. 

4.5.1. Access to the A4260 for walkers, cyclists and horse-
riders  

Another area where no path is available is on the mile long stretch on the North Aston 
Road between Dashwood Rise and the bus stop on the A4260. This particular route has 
been highlighted in the Village Appraisal as being an issue for a number of villagers. The 
stretch of road is considered dangerous by all road users; pedestrians, car drivers, 
cyclists and horse-riders.  

In 2002, the Parish Council contacted Oxfordshire County Councils’ Highways 
department and formally asked for a survey of the road. The result was that this 
stretch of country road was put on a list of planned improvements, probably near the 
bottom. The main problem is Highway Authority priorities and finances; but another 
problem is that the Parish Boundary lies across the North Aston road, crossing exactly 
where the bushes lining the road become overgrowing trees.  

Undaunted, the SIG looked into alternative approaches, one of which is documented 
under Public Rights of Way (extending footpath 5) in an earlier section. In addition, 
consideration was given to the possibility of doing it ourselves; there seems to be room 
on the northern side for a path if there is some clearance. The owners of the land were 
informally approached and said they agreed with the idea in principle. Types of path 
were considered and examples from other similar locations were presented. 
Investigation into the cost of a path was made and a rough project estimate was given.  

However, the Parish Council decided that a decision to "go it alone" was not feasible; the 
main reasons are the high cost of liability insurance and the high costs associated with 
meeting the exacting standards of the Highways Authority. 
  
The new local bus link between the local villages, as well as the connection with the 159 
and 259 services is currently being funded by a grant provided by Oxfordshire County 
Council. This grant funding is due for appraisal in October 2005, which may render this 
service unfeasible should the funding be removed. However, should this service be 
regularly used and become self-supporting then the requirement for the path to the 
A4260 would be reduced as an alternative would be readily available. 
 
Recommendations:  
• The Parish Council to maintain contact with Oxfordshire County Councils Highways 

Dept stressing the dangers for walkers, cyclists, horse-riders and drivers alike along 
the stretch of road to the A4260  
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4.5.2. More central pavements 
Although Hill Farm Lane does not have any pavements, pedestrians can walk along the 
road as long as they proceed with extreme care; although the road is not wide enough 
for two cars to pass each other, some vehicles still exceed the speed limit. The recent 
works to the pavement through the village, particularly along the Manor boundary and 
opposite Daisy Hill Farm, have repaired the previously damaged pavements and made 
access along this area easier and safer for all members of the public. 

In most cases, there is always a pavement to walk on around the village, although the 
extremities of the village are not so well provided, such as the Middle Barton Road and 
Worton / Hempton Road. For users of wheelchairs and pushchairs, the pavements are 
not to a high standard. The Disability Discrimination Act (2002) may place an obligation 
on Duns Tew to provide safe, level and adequately wide pavements. This may impact on 
already narrow roads and pavements, as well as increasing the Parish Council financial 
contributions in the future. 

As the roads become busier and the village develops, the lack of suitable pavements 
along the extremities of the village will require ongoing supervision and possible 
development. The lack of suitable pavements within the village may require a more 
radical solution, for example, traffic calming measures. 

Recommendation:  
• the Parish Council to formally appoint a Councillor responsible for pavements through 

the village whose task is to remedy the things that are wrong and start a programme 
of improvement to pedestrian access in Duns Tew.  

4.6. Streetlights 
2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 

Just over half (52%) of residents would not be in favour of introducing street 
lighting in the village. Over a third (35%) would be in favour of street lighting, and a 
further 12% are neutral on the subject. 

Historically, only cities and larger towns would have had any form of permanent lighting. 
In those days, all the lights would have been fuelled with gas, and lit by a “lighter” every 
evening. With the development and introduction of mains electricity a lot of larger 
villages, towns and cities upgraded to automated lighting, making the lighting of these 
areas more mechanical and guaranteed. Duns Tew has never had streetlights installed.  

Street lighting has been seen by many village residents as light pollution and an 
unwanted intrusion. There is, however, a minority that would prefer to see street 
lighting installed. There is no argument about the fact that the entire village 
atmosphere at night would change should street lights be installed. Rather than being 
reassuringly dark at night, Duns Tew would give off the same orange glow as other towns 
and villages, as well as obliterating the wonderful view of a starry night. 
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Recommendations:  
• The Parish Council to implement the majority view of the residents and continue to 

resist street lights in Duns Tew 

 
4.7. Traffic issues 

Duns Tew has evolved slowly over the years to meet the demands of first, stock and 
carts, then the occasional bike, then the odd car - until today. Its development over the 
centuries may seem to be haphazard to modern eyes. There are many examples; one is 
Manor House Farm, a grade II listed building, positioned adjacent to the Main Street 
through Duns Tew, forming a dangerous chicane with Daisy Hill Farm, another grade II 
listed building opposite. However, this and many other similar examples together define 
the character of the village.  

In the last few decades, light domestic traffic within the village has increased steadily; 
in 2005, most families own more than one vehicle to meet the needs of our increasingly 
busy lifestyles. The modern sophistication of the cars has led to a trend of greater 
speed of traffic passing through the village, thus increasing the danger to local children 
and animals – it is interesting to note that there are now more horses in Duns Tew than 
before World War II. 

The result is that Duns Tew has bottlenecks of parked traffic, dangerous corners and 
blind bends. The speed limit within the village boundary is 30mph, as shown by the 
recently installed speed restriction signs. In the opinion of many villagers, even 30mph is 
too fast, given the organisation of the roads in Duns Tew and the amount of traffic.  

 

2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 
16% of residents do not feel that there are any traffic problems in Duns Tew. This 
means that the majority believe that there are issues of some kind. The most 
commonly mentioned problems are: traffic speed (61%), lorry traffic (48%), lack of 
parking (25%), need for wider footpaths (14%), pedestrian/vehicle conflict (10%). 
Whilst some of these issues may be insurmountable (e.g. lack of parking), others 
may already be in the process of being addressed (e.g. speed restriction signs,). 

The bend by Hill Farm Lane is considered to be a danger spot by the majority of 
residents (72%), and the bend by the White Horse Inn is considered a danger spot 
by ca. half (51%). These are the two key danger areas that should be explored 
further. Other areas that are considered a danger are: entering Duns Tew from the 
North Aston Road (37%), entering Duns Tew from the Middle Barton Road (25%), 
the road near to the play area (20%), and entering Duns Tew from the Worton 
Road (18%). 

Almost three-quarters (73%) of residents feel that it is important to have some type 
of speed control measure in the village. None of the proposed measures received 
support from the majority of residents but measures that would receive support 
from between a quarter and half of the residents are: ‘please drive carefully’ signs 
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(48% which is statistically significantly higher than support of any other measure), 
‘children at play’ signs (35%), large signs on the road surface (28%), gates to the 
sides of the road at entry to the village (27%), rumble strips (26%). 

Opinion on road gritting during adverse weather is mixed; whilst over a third are 
satisfied with road gritting and over a quarter are indifferent (implying that they do 
not feel that there is a problem with road gritting), nearly a third (32%) are not 
satisfied.  

There has been a reduction in the flow of heavy traffic through the village since a local 
light industry business moved to another location. The majority of vehicles do adhere to 
the 30mph speed limit, but some cars that use Duns Tew as a ‘rat run’ dangerously 
exceed this speed. The flow of traffic is generally restricted by the many cars parked 
along the main routes, but while this does restrict speed to a certain extent, it can also 
reduce visibility at bends which combined with excessive speed could be deemed as 
hazardous to on-coming traffic or pedestrians.  

The Village Appraisal highlighted concerns of residents about vehicles speeding through 
Duns Tew and solutions are needed to prevent further injuries or fatalities. One 
particular area of the village renowned for speeding cars is the main road by Hill Farm 
Lane going out of the village towards North Aston. At this point, drivers speed up to 
leave the village going past the top of Dashwood Rise at over 50mph. It is unfortunate 
that these same drivers believe they can enter the village at the same point and at the 
same speed. This particular corner was the location of the last fatality in Duns Tew, 
caused by a speeding driver losing control on the adverse camber of the road.  

Possible solutions to these problems may be to install traffic calming measures at set 
points throughout the village to slow down the passage of vehicles, which could also have 
the effect of discouraging drivers using the village as a short cut. The Parish Council has 
worked hard with the Highways Authority to find an acceptable traffic calming policy to 
suit Duns Tew. However, there are no simple solutions. For example, the sort of one-lane 
entry points to adjacent villages have been accompanied by street lights. In addition, 
very occasionally and at certain times of the year, local farmers need to manoeuvre large 
machinery to work the land. 

The speed that traffic goes through Duns Tew will always be a problem. Every effort 
should be made to ensure that near-misses and accidents do not occur. The Parish 
Council needs to be vigilant to any new national initiatives which are within the budget of 
the various authorities involved. 

Recommendation:  
• the Parish Council to continue to seek ways to keep Duns Tew pedestrians and 

residents safe from traffic 

 

 
 



Duns Tew  

Village Plan 
 

 

Page 45 of 64   

5. Services 

This section encompasses all the services supplied to the village that Duns Tew 
residents can or could use today in 2005. Services do not affect the structure or 
appearance of the village, but they do contribute in large part to the quality of village 
life. In a way the services are part of the software of the village plan and the other 
components are part of the hardware. Services are therefore relevant, but their 
assessment will be more subjective than objective with the priorities and needs for 
services differing greatly from one family to another. It may be for these reasons that 
response to the questionnaires and from the draft Village Plan on the Services sector 
was less than to other sections.  

The services, and the responses from the questionnaire, have been divided into two 
categories, one from the public sector being largely paid for though taxes and the other 
from the private sector that has to operate commercially. 

5.1. Public Sector Services 
A way to find local services of all sorts, whichever public body provides them, can be 
found on the Cherwell District Council’s website www.cherwell-dc.gov.uk. 

5.1.1. The Health Service 
The health services will probably be the most commonly used by all the villagers. 
Services available to the village consist of four main parts. First, the Health Centre in 
Deddington with its dispensary, secondly the hospitals in Banbury and Oxford, thirdly 
the emergency ambulance service and fourthly the regular or occasional transport 
required for those who are not able to drive themselves to and from health facilities or 
travel on the limited bus services. 

Deddington Health Centre. 

2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 
Up to 5% of residents have problems getting to Deddington Health Centre, e.g. to 
doctors. Up to 4% of residents have difficulty collecting medicines on prescription 

The Deddington Health Centre has over nine thousand patients and covers an area from 
Little Tew in the west across to Croughton in the east, from Adderbury and Kings 
Sutton in the north down to Sturdy's Castle in the South. Patients can consult any of 
the five doctors in the practice. The doctors are supported by three nurses and a 
clinical manager. Seven staff work in the dispensary. There are seven receptionists, two 
secretaries and a practice manager. The practice is funded by Cherwell District Primary 
Care Trust.  

There has not been much response to the Appraisal questionnaire concerning Deddington 
Health Centre or response from the follow up during the preparation of the Village Plan. 
There have been some complaints from villagers claiming to be unable to get a doctor at 
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home when one is perceived to be needed and a few complaints from villagers being 
unable to collect prescriptions. 

Whilst these are fairly small percentages, any village resident having difficulty seeing a 
doctor or getting prescriptions is likely to be in some distress, and would probably 
benefit from a ‘good neighbour’ scheme if one existed. But the Health Centre will 
provide free transport for the elderly and infirm, as described below. 

The Health Centre manages its own dispensary providing over 600 prescriptions a day, an 
essential service in a rural area of villages where there is no pharmacy. As drugs are 
very expensive, the dispensary only holds essential drugs in stock, so that repeat 
prescriptions have to be ordered, requiring three days notice before collecting repeat 
prescriptions. 

Doctors will visit patients at home when patients are unable to attend the Health Centre 
and the Dispensary will deliver to an agreed collection point in the village like a shop (or 
pub?). Posting of repeat prescriptions may be arranged when other methods fail. 

 
Recommendation:  
• If the demand is there, with the Health Centre's agreement, the Parish Council to 

establish a location in the village where repeat prescriptions can be delivered for 
collection by the patients.  

 
The Hospitals 

2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 
The majority have a neutral view of the standard of the hospital service which could 
be due to having had no experience of the service. Over 40% expressed some 
degree of satisfaction. Overall this implies that no significant improvements are 
requested 

The hospitals in Banbury and Oxford are all run by the John Radcliffe Health Trust. 
Questions concerning hospital services were not asked in the Appraisal, nevertheless 
they are part of the Medical Services available to the villagers from the public sector 
that most of us use from time to time. It is to these hospitals that the GP from 
Deddington Health Centre will normally refer us when necessary. 

The Ambulance Service 

2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 
The majority have a neutral view of the standard of the ambulance service. This 
may because most people in the village have had little or no experience of the 
ambulance service. Over 40% expressed some degree of satisfaction. Overall this 
implies that no significant improvements are requested 
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The emergency Ambulance Service is operated by Oxfordshire Ambulance Service NHS 
Trust in Headington. There is also the St Johns Ambulance in Bicester and the Banbury 
Private Ambulance Service. There is therefore no direct management link up between 
the Health Centre, the Ambulance service and the hospitals. If you dial 999 for an 
ambulance, they are reported to come very quickly from the nearest ambulance in 
Kidlington or Banbury and will take the patient to the most appropriate hospital in 
Banbury or Oxford. If a doctor needs an ambulance in an emergency they also have to 
dial 999. 

Health Centre Transport 

2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 
69% were neither satisfied nor dissatisfied with transport provided to the Health 
Centre and a further 12% did not respond to the question. This implies that the 
issue is not relevant to the majority of residents. As 14% were satisfied and 4% 
dissatisfied, the implication is that the balance of opinion weighs fractionally to the 
positive although there is an argument that anyone encountering healthcare and 
transport related problems within the community means that a solution needs to be 
found. A ‘good neighbour’ scheme might work here or maybe just better publicity 
for the existing services. 

Those Parish Councils that fall within the catchment area of Deddington Health centre 
contribute to the cost of this service from their precept. The cost to Duns Tew Parish 
Council varies greatly – it was £50.00 in the 2005 fiscal year budget. This service is 
therefore "free" and is arranged at certain times through Deddington Health Centre at 
the time of making an appointment to see the Doctor. It provides door to door transport 
for those who are unable to make the journey by other means.  

Hospital Transport 

2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 
70% were neither satisfied nor dissatisfied with transport provided to and from 
hospital and a further 12% did not respond to the question. This implies that the 
issue is not relevant to the majority of residents. As 13% were satisfied and 5% 
dissatisfied, the implication is that the balance of opinion weighs slightly to the 
positive although again there is an argument that anyone encountering transport 
problems relating to healthcare within the community means that a solution needs 
to be found like a ‘good neighbour’ scheme. 

The Oxfordshire Ambulance Car Service is currently a free service available to those 
who have difficulty travelling. It provides door to door transport by drivers who are 
generally volunteers. The service is run by Oxfordshire Ambulance Service NHS Trust 
and can be arranged with the hospital when the appointment is made, provided that the 
patient qualifies for free transport. 

Note that the Oxfordshire Red Cross runs a service manned by volunteers; since this is 
a non-government organisation (NGO), it is therefore described under section 5.2 
Private Sector. 
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5.1.2. Fire Service 
2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 

The majority have a neutral view of the standard of the Fire service which is 
probably because no one has had to use the service. Almost 40% expressed some 
degree of satisfaction. Overall this implies that no significant improvements are 
required. 

The Fire Service is currently run by Oxfordshire County Council, from the headquarters 
of the Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue Service in Kidlington. In January 2005, the Parish 
Council were informed of a decision to create a single fire control centre covering a vast 
area of south-east England. The fire service from Deddington has since been closed 
down so that the fire engines now come from Kidlington. 

Recommendation:  
• The Parish Council continue to lobby against fire control centralisation. 
 

5.1.3. Police Service  
The local police are from the Thames Valley Police Force with their headquarters in 
Kidlington from where the Chief Constable operates. There is a local police office in 
Deddington that operates on a part-time basis from the police station in Banbury.  

 
Local Bobby 

2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 
A significant proportion of the village population have a neutral view of the standard 
of the local (Bobby) Police service, probably because no one has had need of the 
service. Whilst over a third of residents expressed some degree of satisfaction with 
the service, 13% expressed some degree of dissatisfaction which is a higher 
proportion than for any of the other ‘emergency’ services, but what these 
dissatisfactions are is not clear. 

A local community police officer has been appointed since the 2001 Village Appraisal. 
The Parish Council feels that the service has improved considerably since then. The 
officer has attended Parish Council and other public meetings on a regular basis and has 
been on-call to local issues as they have arisen. 

Emergency Police Service 
 

2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 
The majority of villagers have a neutral view of the standard of the emergency 
Police service which could be due to having had no experience of the service. 31% 
expressed some degree of satisfaction. Although 6% expressed some degree of 
dissatisfaction (i.e. fractionally more than either the fire or ambulance services), this 
implies overall that no significant improvements are required. 
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The emergency service after dialling 999 is coordinated at the Thames Valley Police 
Headquarters. After receiving the call the nearest available patrol car will be sent 
according to the circumstances of the emergency call. This may or may not be the local 
bobby from Deddington. 

5.1.4. Refuse Collection 
Refuse Collection and skip availability has changed in Duns Tew since the appraisal. The 
Appraisal data analysis is included in this section for completeness.  

2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 
Refuse collection - 86% of residents were satisfied with the refuse collection 
service. This suggested that no significant improvements were required 

Local recycling skip - 62% of residents were satisfied with the local refuse skip, 
and a further 24% had a neutral view of the service, suggesting that overall no 
significant improvements were required. There was a small degree of 
dissatisfaction (10%) which implied that some smaller changes could have been 
seen as beneficial. (Anecdotal evidence suggested some restrictions on certain 
types of usage of the skip as being one of the possibilities). 

The two issues in the Village Appraisal regarding refuse collection have been merged in 
the Village Plan; these were the normal domestic refuse collection and the regular 
provision of a skip in the Village Hall car park for household and garden waste. The 
contents of the skip were dumped in a landfill site. 

Since the Village Appraisal the local skip service has been withdrawn. This service 
provided a skip twice a month during the summer and once a month during the winter. 
The reason given for the withdrawal of the service was that new EU health and safety 
regulations banned public access to unmanned (unsupervised) skips into which any toxic 
waste could be dumped. Consequently this much-used service is no longer available to the 
village. 

Some while later, Cherwell District Council introduced a new service consisting of three 
different wheely bins. This service is in operation now. The introduction involved the 
delivery of a brown wheely bin for garden rubbish destined for composting, a blue 
wheely bin for plastics, paper and can recycling and the retention of the old green 
wheely bin for household refuse destined for the landfill site at Ardley. The price the 
residents had to pay was that the ‘normal’ household refuse collection from the green 
bins was reduced from weekly to fortnightly collections and the brown and blue bins 
were collected every alternate week. Additional bins can be purchased from the Council 
at subsidised rate. There is no extra charge for collection of any additional bins. 

Although no formal village survey has been undertaken, it appears that the residents are 
split on whether this is an improvement or not. The results published Cherwell District 
Council in July 2004 show that waste sent to landfill has been cut by 40%. 5,000 tons of 
garden waste had been composted and Cherwell is recycling paper, cans and plastic at 
the rate of 190 tons a week. Cherwell District Council was awarded a further £143,000 
from National Government to help improve this yet further. So, from the Cherwell 
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District Council perspective the new scheme is a success, but some residents remain 
unhappy about a domestic refuse system that has a collection interval of two weeks. 

Since the local refuse skip service has been withdrawn, large items that do not fit in the 
wheely bin can be collected by arrangement through Amenities Department at Cherwell 
District Council. There is however, a small charge for this service, but it is provided 
free to the over 60’s. Domestic rubbish and unwanted household items that used to go in 
the village skip can also be taken to the refuse tip at Ardley where they can be dumped 
free of charge. 

5.1.5. Education 
The State System 

The two state system schools that serve the area are Dr. Radcliffe's Church of England 
Primary School at Steeple Aston and the comprehensive school, The Warriner at 
Bloxham that takes children up to GCSE in year 11 but has no sixth form for A Level 
students who have to attend Banbury or Oxford or the private sector. Other state 
schools are available in Chipping Norton or Bicester. In addition, there is Deddington 
Primary School which is a Church Aided Primary School, enjoying the support of Oxford 
Diocese and Great Tew County Primary School which feeds Chipping Norton secondary. 

Special transport by school bus is provided by Cherwell District Council for children 
attending Dr Radcliffe's Primary School in Steeple Aston and the Warriner School in 
Bloxham. This is in addition to the bus services described in section 5.2.3 below. Parents 
sending children to other schools have to make their own arrangements for transport to 
and from school. There are other special school and college buses that go to Oxford and 
Banbury 

Schooling of children is a very personal matter and for this reason no more need be said 
about facilities provided by the State or public sectors. There was no section in the 
2001 appraisal for education. 

Adult education 

Cherwell District Council provides a wide range of adult education classes and 
recreational facilities from swimming to art classes and further education throughout 
the day and in the evenings during the school term time. A brochure is available from 
the council in Bodicote advertising these activities in Banbury, Bicester, Woodstock and 
Kidlington. Other venues are also used. 

5.1.6. Library Service 
The travelling library visits the village every two weeks. This service was not included in 
the Village Appraisal. It is used by some dozen people in the village on a regular basis. 

5.1.7. Postal Service 
The postal service provides a valuable contribution to the villages’ communications. It 
was not included in the original 2001 Appraisal. However at a time when the number of 
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Post Offices is being reduced nationally and the number of collections and deliveries are 
being reduced, the loss of the postal service would adversely affect the village and the 
businesses established here. It is understood that the Middle Barton, Steeple Aston 
and Deddington Post Offices are not on the list of closures. Many villagers would like to 
see the restoration of a Post Office in the Village. 

5.2. Private Sector Services 
Private sector services have to be profit-based and economically viable. Since none is 
provided specifically for Duns Tew alone, there is little that the village can do about 
them except lobby the relevant organisations. The one exception is public transport 
which is, in some cases, subsidised by the tax-payer.  

5.2.1. Community shop 
2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 

Over half of the residents believe that they would use a community shop weekly, 
although a third believe that they would use it only occasionally (i.e. less than once 
a month). This shows a polarisation in need from the village residents – with some 
feeling a need for a community shop and others not. It must be noted, that 
perceived use is likely to be over-estimated, and actual weekly use would be likely 
to be by less than half of the residents.  

Interest in the availability of ‘essentials’, at higher prices than in supermarkets, from 
the village pub is lower than that in a community shop, with over half (54%) of the 
residents expressing an interest in using it only occasionally (i.e. less than once a 
month) and only 17% being interested in using it once a week; this implies that this 
service would be regarded as being more for emergencies. 

Over three-quarters of the Youth residents believe they would use a community 
shop weekly, although products sold from the pub (at higher prices than 
supermarkets) would again attract less interest – over 60% using it only 
occasionally or never. 

Villagers have missed the village shop-cum-Post Office since it was closed following a 
raid on the Post Office in 1986. The Village Appraisal questioned the villagers’ 
requirements and their need for a community shop. However with supermarkets 
competing so strongly, any form of shop is not likely to be commercially viable in a small 
village like Duns Tew, especially as a stand-alone enterprise. The shop must therefore be 
encompassed in another business or perhaps run as a non-profit making enterprise 
similar to the one in Islip which is staffed by volunteers. But does Duns Tew have the 
leadership for such a venture? 

Experience from similarly sized villages in England shows that when the last village shop 
closes down in a small rural community, it is extremely difficult to resurrect the service. 
There are examples of community action in other villages where shops have been re-
opened, but they are rare. Suitable premises are the first, and usually insurmountable, 
obstacle. The Oxfordshire Rural Community Council (ORCC) has specialists in this area, 
but the Village Plan committee has been advised that re-opening a community shop in 
Duns Tew would take a lot of hard work and a lot of investment.  
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Duns Tew is served by three adjacent villages, Middle Barton, Deddington, and Steeple 
Aston which cater for Duns Tew residents. All are within easy access even on a bicycle 
for the energetic. With the recently introduced 159/259 bus service, these places are 
just a short bus ride away. There is a monthly farmers market in Deddington and an 
organic farm in North Aston that delivers fresh organic vegetables and fruit once a 
week in the village. Some local farmers also sell meat. There are travelling salesmen and 
deliveries from firms like Eisemann as well as the large supermarkets providing 
shopping-on-line with delivery services to your door. 

The Village Plan committee considered that although the Appraisal demonstrates strong 
support for a local shop, the resurrection of a village shop is actually unrealistic. 
However, temporary retail outlets could be a possibility. Some have suggested that the 
village pub could be asked to serve some basics over the weekend, like bread and milk. 
Other rural communities organise grocery and butcher deliveries to a village distribution 
point, open for just a short time, say on a Friday evening. 

Any development of these ideas needs a resident to take control of the whole project, 
working out demand and organising the ordering, delivering and distribution side of the 
operation. It is not something that any existing Duns Tew village organisation could 
undertake, and the service would be very dependent upon that individual. 

5.2.2. Transport Services 
The Red Cross provides transport and patient escort services. This is a national service 
that offers freedom and independence for disabled people who cannot otherwise get 
about and who may require assistance to use ordinary public transport. Individuals do 
not necessarily have to be going to hospital.  

The local Red Cross service is run by volunteers from an office in Bicester, although 
there are other Red Cross Offices in Oxfordshire. The service provides drivers with 
suitable vehicles and patient escorts where they are needed. The Red Cross will also loan 
equipment like wheelchairs if required. Drivers and escorts are all trained in helping 
people who have difficulty travelling for one reason or another. It makes it possible for 
disabled people to undertake essential journeys by car, bus or train that might 
otherwise be impossible.  

The Red Cross normally asks for a contribution to their costs, the amount usually being 
based on a mileage rate, but no one will be refused a service because they cannot pay. 

5.2.3. General Transport 
Duns Tew is a village that without cars would be very isolated. Over the last twenty 
years bus services have been poor so that residents have become very dependent upon 
their cars, with most families having two or more vehicles. This dependence upon cars is 
one reason why the buses which have been recently introduced through the village are 
not being used. Residents are used to the independence that cars give them. To catch 
the X59 Stagecoach service to Banbury or Oxford requires a walk for the best part of a 
mile to the main road. Some residents still use their cars to take people to catch the bus 
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at North Aston crossroads rather than using the recently introduced Connections bus 
service. 

Buses 

2001 Village Appraisal. Data Analysis Report 

Although the majority of residents do not require bus services, the data suggests 
that almost a quarter of residents do, and that 66% of these (i.e. 15% of total 
residents) do not have their needs met. 

There is a call for the following services: (1) a later service returning from Oxford to 
Duns Tew (22% of those whose needs are not currently met), (2) a later services 
from Banbury to Duns Tew (15%), (3) a local service to & from Deddington during 
the day (15%), (4) a longer stopping time in Banbury before the return service 
(13%), and (5) a local service to and from Deddington in the evening (12%).  

A quarter of the Youth residents have their needs met by the existing services and 
over a third have no need of bus services at all; however, 38% do not have their 
needs met. 

There have been changes since the Appraisal, but the bus services that are provided are 
not being fully used. There are currently four transport companies/associations 
providing transport services to Duns Tew: 

Banbury Community Transport Association (BCTA): BCTA operates “dial a ride” for the 
elderly and disabled. Dial-a-Ride is primarily for people with a mobility problem but does 
provide a door to door service. It costs £3.20 return to anywhere in Banbury and only 
£1.60 for people who hold bus passes. To book, call BCTA on 01295- 273086 

Cherwell Villager: This service, also run by BCTA, is open to all and starts from Banbury 
Bus Station at 09:10 returning there at 10:30. The service visits a number of villages 
between Banbury and Duns Tew, where it stops outside the Church at 09:50 and again at 
13:00. To ensure that you are not forgotten, a phone call to BCTA 01295-273086 would 
help. 

The Connection bus service: This is operated by Walter's Limousines from Bicester. It 
is designed to link up with the scheduled X59 Stage Coach bus service that plies between 
Oxford and Banbury Connections provides two services the 259 and the 159 connecting 
Duns Tew with Steeple Aston and Deddington and thence onto Oxford or Banbury on the 
X59 route. We have heard recently (January 2005) that the 159 service is to be 
withdrawn and that the 259 will continue for a while and that the route might be 
extended to include Lower Heyford and the Railway Station.  

Connections have confirmed that passengers can buy local tickets. Passengers do not have 
to travel on the X59. The 159 service from Duns Tew to Deddington journey takes 5 
minutes and there are 2 buses per weekday – in most cases, the first available return 
journey is within the hour. The 259 bus from Duns Tew to Steeple Aston passing through 
Middle Barton takes a little longer and there are 12 buses per weekday. 

A confusing timetable, published by Stagecoach, is available from the Parish Clerk and is 
also displayed on the Village Hall notice board. It has been suggested that this timetable 
be reproduced with a new and simple format by the Connections Bus Service for Duns Tew 
and other villages to be published regularly in their newsletters. It is hoped that this will 
enable more people to use the service and leave their cars behind. 
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These Connection services are heavily subsidised by Oxfordshire County Council and have 
been introduced on a trial basis. If we in Duns Tew and other villages do not use this 
service, we will lose it. The Connections bus does provide a valuable service for those 
villagers not only wishing to travel to Banbury or Oxford but just wanting to go to Steeple 
Aston, Deddington or other villages en route for the shops, the Health Centre or to see a 
friend. 

For those passengers returning from Banbury or Oxford the Connections bus will wait for 
the X59 bus to arrive. If in doubt, the Bus Office at Bicester keeps a member of staff 
on the phone so that passengers can inform the bus company that they are running late 
and they can receive assurances that the bus will wait for the Connections bus to drop off 
passengers. 

Heyfordian Bus Company: They operate bus services on Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays to Oxford, Bicester and Banbury.  Buses leave the end of 
Dashwood Rise on Wednesdays 09:45 to Oxford, Thursdays 09:21 to Banbury, Fridays 
09:20 to Bicester and Saturdays 09:21 to Banbury. Buses return to the village between 
one and two o'clock. Some residents use this service regularly and are very supportive, 
claiming that the bus will wait for them and that the driver helps them with their 
shopping 

 
Recommendation:  
• The Parish Council to continue to lobby for the retention of and improvements to the 

259 bus service.  
• The Parish Council to persuade the bus company to publish regular and simple 

timetables in the Parish News Letter.  
• The Parish Council to lobby the Oxfordshire Council that subsidises the bus services 

to arrange for the X59 to pass at the same place, and wait for the 259 bus; the 
meeting place could be either Deddington or Steeple Aston, so that the Connections 
bus can liaise with both buses at the same time. 

 
Taxis 

Taxis operate from North Aston and Middle Barton as well as other places on a call up 
and booking basis. A good service to destinations near and far is provided. Costs can be 
reduced by sharing, but they are much more expensive than the buses. 

 

5.2.4. Mains electricity 

2001 Village Appraisal Data Analysis Report 

Over three-quarters of residents are satisfied with the mains electricity supply. This 
suggests that no significant action is required. 

The electricity supply is not well placed in the National grid system. Occasionally 
prolonged power cuts are experienced after a line has come down. 
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5.2.5. Mains gas provision 
2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 

Approximately half of the residents are interested in being connected to mains gas, 
whilst a further 22% have not rejected the idea. This presents an opportunity to re-
open discussions on this issue. It should be noted that:  

• not all those who do not reject the idea would take it up, and 

• a proportion of those rejecting the idea of mains gas would be likely to change 
their opinion once gas is installed - they may reject the idea of change to the 
village but once change has been imposed they may take advantage of the 
convenience that it presents. 

In 2002, a feasibility study was undertaken by British Gas to determine whether the 
installation of gas into Duns Tew was viable. The results indicated a large proportion of 
connections were required and that set-up costs would be in excess of £100,000 to be 
shared by all initial users. At the time of the study, the Parish Council decided that 
interest was insufficient to warrant installation. 

5.2.6. Mains water 
2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 

Although two-thirds of residents are satisfied with their mains water supply, almost 
a quarter are dissatisfied to some degree. 

Most of the villagers are satisfied with the water supply which means that some are not. 
Problems are likely to occur from poor pressure and lime scale. This situation should be 
examined further by Thames Water. Perhaps those who are dissatisfied are from 
specific areas within the village thus implying a localised problem about which something 
can be done. 

We must also remember that the water bills also cover the cost of removing the sewage 
from the village. A new system was put in the village replacing the individual septic tanks 
in the late 1980s, although many properties still have septic tanks.  
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6. Youth section 

2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 
Youth club: two-thirds of the Youth residents have not attended a Duns Tew Youth 
Club. Although there are no truly consistent reasons for the lack of support, 
anecdotal evidence suggests that there may be some key issues:  

• perception of it being for younger age groups  
• lack of awareness of it/its benefits  
• socialise outside of the village 
• lack of time  

Other recreation: Almost half (49%) of the Youth residents would be likely to use 
a transport facility to a local sports centre if it were provided, although day/time 
opinion varies. This is an issue that should be looked into further.  

This section covers everything to do with children and young persons up to the age of 17, 
inclusive. Many issues covered are also included elsewhere. 

In 2001, there were 53 young residents between 11 and 18 who completed the youth 
questionnaire. In the 2001 Village Appraisal, the major issues raised were the lack of a 
footway to the A4260 and the lack of a community shop. 

The Youth club recently closed, leaving Duns Tew with no organised activities for 
secondary school children. The Toddlers Group continues to thrive. 

As in any community, all ages are represented in Duns Tew and each generation has its 
own view on youth issues, making it sometimes difficult to live in harmony. This problem 
could perhaps be addressed in the future by a Youth Issues Group, with overall 
responsibility for all Youth activities and groups in the village. 

6.1. Schools 
The Duns Tew village school finally closed in 1968 and the old school building has since 
been used as the Village Hall.  

Most junior school children go to Steeple Aston and secondary school children to 
Bloxham, although a large proportion of children attend private schools.  

6.2. Facilities for the young 
The last village shop in Duns Tew closed in 1986. The lack of a shop in Duns Tew is 
especially felt by young people, as reflected in the Village Appraisal. Rural communities 
in the UK are losing shops at a fast rate and it is a difficult trend to reverse. ORCC, the 
local charity with responsibility for rural shops, say that, given the start-up costs, it is 
extremely difficult to set a shop up where one did not exist before. However, there may 
be opportunities for a retail outlet, for example through the local pub or perhaps even 
using the Village Hall. 

The nearest shops are in either Middle Barton, or Deddington, about 3 miles away to the 
South and the North respectively. 



Duns Tew  

Village Plan 
 

 

Page 57 of 64   

6.3.  Play Area 
2001 Village Appraisal – data analysis report 

Of those to whom the play area is relevant, 61% use it and 39% do not; anecdotal 
evidence suggests that the key reason for not using it is based on the age of the 
children, i.e. they are either too old or too young to be accompanied to the play 
area. Amongst those who do use the play area, 68% are satisfied with the 
facilities/equipment provided, 10% are indifferent, and 21% are not satisfied. Whilst 
the balance of opinion is on the positive side, over a fifth express some level of 
dissatisfaction and this is something that should be addressed.  

The main suggestions for additional facilities/equipment were swings / baby swing 
(32 residents), skateboard ramps/facilities (26 residents), bike ramps (11 
residents), slide (10 residents). Nearly two-thirds of the Youth residents use the 
play area at some time. Satisfaction with the play area facilities is mixed; 
responses are fairly evenly distributed between ‘quite satisfied, ‘neither satisfied 
nor dissatisfied’ and ‘not very satisfied’. This suggests that there is opportunity for 
improvement for those who do currently or would like to use it. Additional facilities 
requested vary, with the most common reflecting the suggestions from adult 
residents: skateboard ramp/facilities (28%), swings (26%), and bike ramps (19%). 

Despite the absence of a school and only a small community, there are several facilities 
for children in the village. The village has a Play Area consisting of:-  

• a grassed mini-football pitch with posts and nets 

• a tarmac-ed basketball pitch  

• a fenced off toddlers’ area for under-5s.  

 

 

The Play Area is leased to the Parish 
Council until 2018 by a local farmer at 
£100 per annum rent. The Parish Council 
manages the Play Area by carrying out 
weekly safety inspections, minor repairs 
and maintenance. In the near future, the 
Parish Council plans to invest in a Youth 
shelter as a meeting place for the young 
people. There is also a rolling programme 
of enhancing the facilities, renewing 
broken equipment and replacing old 
equipment.  

Boundaries to the north and west are part of the Play Area responsibility. The western 
boundary fence is inside the Play Area land – the boundary is actually along the line of 
the hawthorn bush separating the Play Area from the adjacent field.  

The Play Area project began in the early 1990s through community action. A number of 
parents and children worked hard to design, obtain permission, fund-raise, buy and 



Duns Tew  

Village Plan 
 

 

Page 58 of 64   

install the equipment. The land was prepared for seeding in 1994 and it took another two 
years to become established as the Duns Tew Play Area. The Parish Council then took 
over responsibility for the day-to-day maintenance of the Play Area. 

In recognising the need of the village population in general, and young people in 
particular, for a central area within the village which could be used for social and sports 
purposes, three local parents acquired a 3.75 acre field adjacent to the existing Play 
Area in 1998 in order to offer this to the village as a central village amenity. In March 
1999, the Parish Council sought to purchase the field with a view to enlarging the Play 
Area. However, discussions on the use of the field become protracted, prompting the 
owners to temporarily withdraw their offer to make the field available to the village, 
but in doing so they stated publicly it was not their intention to own the land personally 
in the long term, nor to sell it for personal profit in the future, thus leaving the way 
open for further negotiations at a later date. 
 
Recommendation:  
• the Parish Council to review the situation with the owners on an annual basis 

prompted by an item on a Parish Council agenda.  

Health and Safety is a big issue, and the Parish Council performs weekly inspections, as 
recommended by OPFA (Oxford Playing Fields Association). The weekly inspection 
reports are presented to the Parish Council meetings and minuted according to the 
regulations. The grass is mown under the contract paid for by the Parish Council. Odd-
job maintenance is performed without charge by the Parish Council Play Area sub-
committee.  

In response to the Village Appraisal, the Parish Council investigated the feasibility of a 
skateboard arena in Duns Tew. Here is the report.  

 
Extract from the February 2002 Dun Tew Newsletter – Parish Council news 

 
Request for skateboard facilities at the Play Area: discussion took place at the 9 January meeting regarding the 
proposal placed before the Council in November for skateboard facilities at the Play Area. A site meeting had been 
held with members of Cherwell District Council (CDC) and Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association (OPFA) and 
as a result of this a “Plus and Minus” fact sheet had been drawn up as follows: 
 
PLUS FACTORS 
- CDC and OPFA most supportive 
- If agreed, CDC would contribute 50% of the costs 
- Possibility of other funding projects 
- Would provide entertainment for children from all over North Oxfordshire (currently only one serious facility 

in Banbury, which is constantly in Use and which attracts youngsters from as far afield as 
Oxford/Kidlington/Northampton/Chipping Norton) 

- The sport is not a “fad”. It is highly popular and will attract interest for many years to come 
 
MINUS FACTORS 
- Wooden equipment would not be supported or attract funding, since both CDC and OPFA advise this was 

designed for California type climates, or indoor use. The equipment rots easily and quickly in wet weather 
climates. Only steel equipment could be considered, which is more costly and noisy 

- In view of younger children using the facilities, experience indicated this resulted in a high volume of 
accidents. An addition area would need to be provided for younger children (also used as a practice area) 



Duns Tew  

Village Plan 
 

 

Page 59 of 64   

- In addition to the facilities requested, addition “street furniture” would be required: i.e. “grinding rails” 
alongside the skate area 

- Large area required for facilities (minimum 8 metres wide by around 32 -40 metres in length) 
- Although described as portable, facilities need to be bolted down for safety (RoSPA need to be involved 

before CDC will consider a grant) 
- Existing hard games area would not be totally suitable as with Duns Tew already identified as being 0.95 

hectares short of playing space, it would be unlikely CDC would agree to the removal of one facility to 
provide another  

- If the existing hard games are was to be used, remedial work would be required on the surface to bring it up to 
a standard for skate board facilities (i.e. evidence of movement - possibly subsidence – on the right hand side 
of the court and the slope on the right would require a retaining or support wall) 

- To prevent injury to youngsters coming off the hard surface, the existing “ranch-style” fencing would need 
improving by using smooth facing panels 

- In view of the high demand for - and lack of - this type of facility, CDC and OPFA advised better access to 
the Play Area would need to be considered, since it was anticipated the facilities would attract children from 
all over this part of the County and with the lack of public transport facilities in Duns Tew, parents would be 
dropping youngsters off and returning to pick them up. Not practical to do this in the village Main Street 
(mainly safety) 

- Total estimated cost of facilities requested in the region of £15,000 to £25,000 (depending on how much 
preparation work could be done by village rather than contractors) 

- Parish Council would need to budget for annual maintenance of about £1,000 per annum.  
 
After discussing the matter in detail, the Parish Council voted unanimously to reject the proposal 
 

In 2004, the Parish Council extended the toddlers’ area and is planning to extend the 
facilities to include 

• a wobble board and balancing poles 

• replacing the grass mound with a fort and a slide 

Planning permission has been sought for a Youth Shelter, to be placed by the western 
edge of the Play Area, immediately to the south of the toddlers’ area. The Parish Council 
is also investigating the possible installation of two swings in the newly-extended area.  

The lease runs until 2018, so the Village Plan can only look 14 years ahead. The Parish 
Council unanimously supports investment in Play Area facilities through the precept and 
has been successful in recruiting representatives of the ‘users’, (i.e. the parents) in 
designing changes.  

Several design points have already come up in discussion:- 

• The climbing frame is too high for most toddlers 
• There is not enough equipment to keep toddlers interested 
• The toddlers love equipment like a wooden train, similar to that at Middle Barton 
• The wooden bench provided for parents takes up too much space and should be 

replaced with bench seats 
• A wall against which ball games could be played is also a possible future facility. 
• The tarmac area needs regular attention, as its edges get invaded by grass and 

weeds and are prone to collapse. This may need further investment in the future. 
• It is difficult (and therefore expensive) to install traditional see-saws, because 

of the danger of finger trapping.  
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• A sandpit attracts wildlife which leaves behind unpleasant mess so that the pit 
very soon becomes a health hazard. A temporary one, if covered and the sand 
regularly replaced, might be a possibility.  

 
Recommendation:  
• the Parish Council to continue to seek the opinions and help of the parents in 

providing the sort of facilities that toddlers want to use.  
• the Parish Council to discuss reprioritising the precept to finance the proposed 

additional equipment and a programme of replacement 

6.4. Youth Club 
The Youth SIG operated for much of 2004. The need for a Youth Issues Group 
responsible for all Youth-related issues in Duns Tew became apparent. In the 2001 
Village Appraisal, 52 Youth questionnaires were returned, where the major issues were 
the lack of a footway to the A4260 and the lack of a community shop. Three years on, 
one would expect that there would be more qualifying young persons and that the issues 
may be different.  

The Youth SIG has highlighted the lack of support structures for Youth issues in Duns 
Tew. There may be an increasing proportion of younger people in Duns Tew and the lack 
of facilities for the growing number of young people may be a contributory factor to the 
feeling of frustrations of all residents. The movement towards better protection of 
children’s rights has prompted similar communities to set up groups dedicated to Youth 
issues with the appropriate training and safeguards in place.  

Despite hard work in 2004, enough suitable members for a Youth Issues Group have not 
been found.  

It is proposed that Duns Tew community sets up a Youth Issues group to oversee and 
guide Youth-related community activities. The group would have overseeing 
responsibility for existing organisations (e.g. Toddlers) and provide leadership and 
guidance in setting up new organisations (e.g. a new Youth Club). The group would 
encourage active participation by the Youth in their community. Finally the group would 
be the focal point for any Youth related issues that other residents may have.  

There are a number of possible projects that the group could take on immediately 

Age group Project 
all age groups Youth Survey 
school age Photograph competition 
primary school Village Model project 
secondary school Youth Club 
secondary school Newsletter page 
secondary school and above Village Video – the Youth perspective 

Recommendation:  
• the Parish Council to continue to search for members of a Youth Issues Group  
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7. Summary of recommendations 

Title Recommendations:  

The Village Church 

 
• The Parochial Church Council (PCC) to obtain consensus in 

favour of church improvements 
• The PCC to approve final plans and obtain any necessary 

planning approvals 
• The PCC to raise Funds (to be co-ordinated with Village Hall 

fundraising) 
• The PCC to carry out works (probably staged, based on progress 

of fundraising) 
 

The Village Hall 

 
• The Village Hall Committee (VHC) to produce a development and 

fundraising plan and provisional timing  
• Once the funding is in place the VHC to implement plans to 

ensure successful completion of work as soon as feasibly 
possible 

 

The Village Pub 

 
• The Parish Council (PC) enter into further discussions with the 

landlord to investigate more fully the suggestions for practical 
initiatives to extend the role of the Village Pub in future village life  

 

Communications 

 
• A Communications SIG to continue to operate 
• The Communication SIG and VHC to assist members in starting 

new clubs as appropriate. 
• The Communications SIG to investigate the practicality of creating 

an historical archive for Duns Tew of locally available records 
• The Communications SIG to take further action as appropriate to 

improve communications 
 

Good neighbour 
scheme 

 
• The Parish Council to set up Good Neighbour Action Group  
• The Good Neighbour Action Group to devise a formal scheme, 

identify volunteers and publicise the scheme 
 

Website 

• The PC to review the demand for a web-site on an annual basis. 
Each year, there should be a discussion upon whether there was 
sufficient support for a village web-site and if so, whether there is 
the will to invest money from the precept.  

 

Welcome pack 

 
• The Communications SIG to set-up a Welcome Pack Action 

Group 
• The Welcome Pack Group to identify format and contents, 

produce the pack and maintain pack information up to in liaison 
with Newsletter Editor 
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Parish Council 

 
• The PC to monitor the implementation of the Action Plan 
• The PC to continue to seek more ways of communicating what 

they do including a regular column in the Newsletter and a list of 
the planning applications processed last month. 

 

Best Kept Village 
competition 

 
• The PC to continue to enter the Best Kept Village competition. 
 

Housing 

 
• In their response to future housing and development applications 

the PC continue to reflect the expressed views of residents in the 
2001 Village Appraisal 

• The PC to investigate the feasibility of, and support for, 
Conservation Area designation 

• The PC establish views and suggestions from residents via a 
formal consultation process, of ways other than Affordable 
Housing of facilitating young and old locals being able to live in 
the village,. 

 

Footpaths 

 
• The PC to maintain contact with the Highways Agency stressing 

the danger for pedestrians and drivers alike along the stretch of 
road to the A4260 and thus the case for an appropriate footpath 

• The PC to formally appoint a Councillor responsible for Footpaths 
whose task is to remedy the things that are wrong and start a 
programme of improvement to public footpath access in Duns 
Tew Parish as well as maintaining safe and effective pavements 
within the village 

  

Streetlights 
 
• The PC to continue to resist street lights in Duns Tew 
 

Traffic issues 

 
• The PC to continue to seek ways to keep Duns Tew pedestrians 

and residents safe from speeding traffic hazards 
 

 
The Health Service 

 
• With the Health Centre's agreement, the Parish Council to 

establish a location in the village where repeat prescriptions can 
be delivered for collection by the patients. 

Fire Service 
 
• The Parish Council to lobby against fire control centralisation. 
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Bus Services 

 
• The PC to continue to lobby for the retention of and improvements 

to the 259 bus service. 
• The PC to persuade the bus company to publish regular and 

simple timetables in the village Newsletter 
• The PC to lobby the Oxfordshire Council that subsidises the bus 

services to arrange for the X59 to pass at the same place, and 
wait for the 259 bus; the meeting place could be either 
Deddington or Steeple Aston, so that the Connections bus can 
liaise with both buses at the same time. 

 

Play Area 

 
• The PC to review the situation with the owners on an annual 

basis, prompted by an item on a Parish Council agenda. 
• The PC to continue to seek the opinions and help of the parents 

in providing the sort of facilities that toddlers want to use.  
• The PC to discuss reprioritising the precept to finance the 

proposed additional equipment and a programme of replacement 
 

Youth Club 
 

• The PC to search for members of a Youth Issues Group 
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