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INTRODUCTION 
 
 

The 38% return from Watlington's 1125 households to the 2002 "Suggestions for a Better 

Watlington" Questionnaire has provided a significant insight into the views and attitudes of 

Watlington residents.  The answers to the 29 tick-box questions are included in Appendix A. 

 

60 pages of answers to the 21 open ended questions have been compiled and are available 

free of charge (from The Community Office, Old School Place tel 01491 613867 or from Tony 

Williamson 01491 612143  email-tony_williamson@lineone.net) 

  

Responses from a number of recent arrivals in Watlington urge no change to the welcoming 

community living in delightful surroundings.  At the other extreme, many long standing residents 

regret the reduction in the number of shops and local jobs, the effect of the opening of the M40, the 

failure of the Marlbrook development to bring long term affordable housing and other changes;  

some of these want to see significant changes.  Many other strongly held and conflicting views 

indicate that there are no simple solutions - even to the issues that apparently receive overwhelming 

support.   

 

Traffic is the main local concern. The volume and size of traffic through Watlington, combined 

with the difficulty many residents have in driving out of the town, bring strong support for a number 

of conflicting solutions.  

 

Commenting on the whole Questionnaire, many welcomed their opportunity to express 

themselves - and the Parish Council's initiative in seeking their views.  But many went on to say that 

they hoped some notice would be taken of the results, that they would be able to see the full report, 

and that appropriate action would follow. 

 

This Report, with the responses received by 31st October 2002, is being posted to all 

Watlington homes and to interested organisations.   Readers are invited to send in any 

further comments and suggestions as soon as possible either on the form provided or on 

a separate sheet or by email.  

 

Personal comments will also be welcomed by Parish Council Chair (Canon Tony Williamson) 

and other members of the Parish Council.  They will also be willing to attend meetings of Watlington 

Organisations to discuss this report. 

 

Would you like to join one of the Working Groups listed in Appendix B ?  If so, please inform 

the clerk (Kristina Tynan) in the Community Office or the Chair or members of the Parish Council. 

 

A “final plan” has to be produced by April 2003.  A condition for the Countryside Agency’s grant 

of £3,400 to fund this exercise is that a Final Plan is provided within 12 months of the launch of 

"Suggestions for a Better Watlington".  This "plan" will be produced and circulated in advance of the 

April 2003 Annual Parish Meeting.   While it is hoped that a few of the issues raised will by then have 

been resolved, for the most part the "final plan" will be an indication of direction after preliminary 

consultation with the County Council, South Oxfordshire District Council and other relevant bodies.  

 

The Parish Council thanks all those who have attended the various meetings and/or 

completed the Questionnaire.   Any further views would be welcome now.  In addition the views 

of any who have not so far responded would be much appreciated. 

 

Tony Williamson (Chair) – Phil Jackson - Val Meddings – Charles Rowton-Lee 

(“Suggestions for a Better Watlington” Steering Group) 
(clarifications to Tony Williamson – 9 The Goggs - 01491 612143 – tony_williamson@lineone.net) 
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EXECUTIVE  SUMMARY 
 

Throughout “%” refers to the percentage of the 431 respondents. 

 

• The 38% response to the questionnaire – 431 responses from 1125 households – 

provides a significant picture of the views of Watlington residents. 

 

• Traffic seems to be the main concern of residents with 58% supporting a bypass, 87% 

for tightening the ban on heavy goods lorries, 64% submitting written suggestions 

concerning traffic speed and a widely differing views on parking in the central roads.  

 

• 64% wished for more “affordable homes” with 16% against; but 50% were against 

building on greenfield sites. 

 

• Footpaths brought many suggestions for improvement to their condition and 

accessibility, including the Ridgeway/Icknield Way, where most would like to ban four 

wheel drive vehicles and motor cycles. 

 

• 38% of residents would like to see the introduction of wheeled refuse bins with 35% 

against.   73% would like a free collection of garden waste and many a collection of 

bottles from homes. 

 

• 83% considered that personal security in Watlington was acceptable, while 21% would 

like more police presence. 

 

• 42% supported the provision of a new pavilion at the recreation ground and 67% a 

feasibility study into the possibility of a swimming pool. 44% made suggestions for 

young people, a youth club being the most favoured.  32% requested an invitation to the 

West Room for older people in Old School Place. 

 

• 77% thought the Parish Council should try and influence other authorities towards greater 

use of public transport, 71% would like to see more parking at Junction 6, 63% said 

they would use a foot/cycle path from Watlington to Junction 6 on the line of the old 

railway line, 40% said they would use a shuttle bus to Junction 6 if it ran every 20 

minutes and 35% had suggestions for specific improvements to public transport.  

 

• 27% made suggestions for improvements to local health provision, in which most 

support was for improved access to the surgery and hospitals.  

 

• Written comments were requested about improvements to the shopping area and the 

commercial life of Watlington.  12% suggested ways in which the Coop should improve 

and 16% suggested improvements regarding traffic, parking and pavements.  
 

• Finally 24% thought the questionnaire was a ‘good idea’, ‘comprehensive’ and ‘the 

best way to get to know what the people really want, while some were critical of parts of 

it.  Many said results must follow. 

 



TW – WPC – SBW Report  24-Jul-06 4 

 

CONTENTS 
 

 

 

1. Introduction 
 

 

2. Executive Summary 
 

 

3. Homes – affordable etc 

 

 

4. Environment – traffic, roads, footpaths, refuse, security 

 

 

5. Facilities – pavilion, swimming pool, youth, elderly, transport, NHS 

 

 

6. Commerce – Shops, restaurants, opening hours, industry, general issues. 

 

 

7. General  
 

 

 

APPENDICES 

 

 

A     Analysis of Questionnaire replies 

 

B     Working Groups dealing with responses 

 

C     Further Response Sheet 

 

 

 

Page 

 

 

2 

 

 

3 

 

 

5 

 

 

6 

 

 

9 

 

 

12 

 

 

13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 

 

16 

 

17 

 

 

The Questionnaire – despatch and return 
 

 

1125 Questionnaires were despatched with a "freepost" envelope  to all homes in Watlington in July. 

 

Although recipients were asked to "complete and return by 31st July", many only reached residents in 

the last days of July – or even in August.  A note was included in envelopes apologising for possible late 

delivery and asking for responses to be returned as soon as practicable.  

 

By 31st  October 431 (38.3%) had been returned and included in the analysis and report. 
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HOMES 
 

Affordable homes - 64% "would like to see more affordable housing in Watlington" - "affordable" 

being defined as "rented or shared-ownership accommodation for those who cannot afford to 
purchase in Watlington". 16% were opposed to this, 19% had no strong opinion.  Very few did not 

answer the question. 

 

How many ? The next question "Do you think 25 new affordable homes each year would be too 
few/about right/ or too many" had been included following suggestions made at the Annual Parish 

Meeting in April. 47% thought this "too many", 42% "about right" and 7% "too few". 

 

Green field site ?   In relation to the question regarding the possibility of providing affordable 

housing on a green field site on the edge of town 37% expressed support, 50% were opposed, 10% 

had no strong opinion and 3% did not answer. 

 

Continuity and other comments - Asked for further comments 60 (14%) stressed the importance 

of affordable homes continuing to be affordable for occupants beyond the first occupants, the need 

for local young (including disabled) families, and for the population to be balanced.   

 

Opposition - On the other hand 33 (8%) were specificably against - particularly any green field 

development. There was concern as to where it would end fearing extensive spread like Chalgrove 

and Chinnor. Many thought Watlington should not grow any more, that affordable homes should be 

built elsewhere and  2 did not want problem famlies.  Some thought Watlington schools could not 

take more local people or mentioned traffic. 

 

Brown field or infill sites  were preferred by 27 (6%), at least before consideration was given to 

green field.  A number suggested that empty homes should be occupied first. There were 

suggestions of affordable homes being in small groups rather than all together. Some mentioned 

specific sites both for and against and referred to numbers.  A few thought that much more housing 

is needed to support the shops, pubs etc.  
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ENVIRONMENT 
 

Road maintenance  "Would you like particular roads better maintained" brought nearly 200 

suggestions. The stretch of Hill Road by the car park was mentioned most often by 67  people 

(16%). Pyrton Lane by 17 (4%),  and Watcombe Road, which is not adopted, by 8.  Others 

suggested were - Barnacre, Britwell Rd, Brookside, Chapel St, Christmas Common, Church St,  

Cuxham Rd, Davenport Place, Gorwell, Greenfield Rd,  Hollandridge Lane, Howe Hill, Howe Rd, Love 

Lane, Paul's Way, Pishill Rd, Springfield Close, Spring Lane, and Stonor Rd.  There were suggestions 

of Brook St and Couching St being re-surfaced to be quieter. A few said all roads. The question, 

which arose at the Annual Meeting "Would you like the condition of minor roads to deteriorate in 

order to discourage their use and speed was opposed by 69% and supported by 7%; it was strongly 

attacked by some on health and safety grounds.  Prospect Place was mentioned by 7 and also figured 

strongly under footpaths. 

 

Road cleanliness 32% thought this “good”, 47% “acceptable” and only 19% “poor”.  A 

number of particular concerns were made, some of which related to refuse collection. 

 

Traffic solutions – bypass – parking – HGVs.   The biggest concern is about traffic through 

the centre of Watlington.  58% wanted a bypass with 28% against.  142 (33%) wished to reduce 

parking in Couching St,   81 (19%)  in Shirburn St  and 50 (12%) on the Couching St/Brook 

St/Ingham Lane corner.  However, many opposed reductions in parking as they saw this as traffic 

calming to keep speeds down.  Those in favour of a bypass seem divided between those who would 

like to see considerably more houses and those against.   The HGV restriction is not seen to be 

working by most people, with 87% wishing The Parish Council to influence other authorities to 
prevent some type of vehicles (eg HGVs) having general use of the roads. 
 

Traffic speed   Concern "about traffic speeds and other problems caused by traffic" raised the 

highest number of written comments to any question - 275 (64%). Humps or single file chicanes 

were suggested for Christmas Common.  Concern was raised about speed in Britwell Rd, Brook St, 

Chapel St, Couching St, Cuxham Rd, Gorwell, High St, Ingham Lane, Pyrton Lane, Shirburn Rd, 

Spring Lane, Willow Close.  Road humps, single lane chicanes, more parking and speed cameras 

(particularly on the roads into Watlington) were suggested - also a mini roundabout at the Brook 

St/Britwell/Cuxham Rd junction and making Gorwell two-way from Old School Place and the Fire 

Station to Brook Street. Speed cameras were asked for on all roads into Watlington; 40mph limit for 

the roads to Cuxham & Howe Hill; 20mph in  High St & Love Lane on the way to schools; 30mph 

repeater signs in Hill Rd; Pyrton Lane and Christmas Common to be kept narrow to reduce speeds;  

but an increase from 30 to 40 or 50mph for Pishill Rd & Christmas Common. 

 

Other traffic problems - Around the Town Hall better signage regarding priority or traffic lights, 

which were also suggested for the Brook St Junction with Couching St (here the fear was expressed 

about added danger caused by the new road at the Lilacs).  Clarity was requested about Chapel St, 

which appears to be signed as one-way but isn't - though some asked for it to be so !  Clarity was 

also requested for the Junction of Love Lane with the track to Rainbow Nursery.  Pedestrian crossings 

were suggested for Shirburn St, Brook St,  Cuxham Road & outside Primary School. There was 

concern about too many confusing signs on B4009 and suggestion to remove gates on entrance to 

town and requests to remove vegetation from almost invisible road signs. High St parking prevents 

use of dropped kerb for crossing road. Particular danger spots raised were Chapel Street, the 

Brookside access to Cuxham Rd, pavement widths at the Shirburn St/High Street junction and by the 

fish-and-chip shop, Coop delivery lorries in Watcombe Rd and parking on  pavements. Finally many 

complained about HGVs, Junction 6 parking, and Mackenzie Myers car transporters and stressed the 

need for a bypass.  
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The High street received 22 suggestions for reducing parking to assist the flow of traffic but then 

dominated the question "Would you like to see changes in parking restrictions in the centre ?" with 

51 (12%) out of 105 comments. Some would like no parking with pedestrianisation, while more 

favour time limits on parking to provide for short sharp shopping trips.   

 

Footpaths "Do you have comments on footpaths in the town and access to the countryside" 
brought suggestions from 159 respondents (37%).  These cover three separate areas - (a) off-street 

paths in town, (b) street pavements in town and (c) rural footpaths.  The main concern that was 

common to all three was dog mess, raised by 17 people (4%). 

 

Off-street paths in town  31 people (7%) complained of nettles and overgrown vegetation and 

hedges which made use difficult, particularly for wheel-chairs, push chairs and older people; specific 

mention was made of the length from Church St to Cuxham Rd, Johnson's Alley, the Twitton, and 

Letts Alley. On the other hand many spoke well of Watlington’s attractive off-street paths. Leaf 

clearing was needed in the autumn as paths become dangerous, poor maintenance of Davenport 

Place, better lighting (eg High St to Davenport Place), and a request for a ‘non-road’ way to 

Watlington Hill. 

 

Road pavements  comments included a request to replace footpaths on Howe Rd & Britwell Rd, 

uneven pavement by 13 Love Lane, pavements to be wheel-chair accessible within Town centre, 

pavement opposite schools floods & is uneven, Couching St pavements are too narrow due to 

bollards, most are in need of repair and not cleaned often enough, a footpath is needed in Pyrton 

Lane and in Cuxham Rd (by Bulrushes), the path from Watlington to Shirburn needs to be kept weed-

free, Prospect Place is in a terrible state, Brook St through Ingham Lane is badly maintained, Britwell 

Rd path is too narrow by The Goggs, pavements are overgrown in Spring Lane, problems where 

bollards are knocked down by hgvs, stop parking on pavements (eg Hill Rd & High St), need 2nd 

footpath in Love Lane with 2 schools, and a footpath is needed to Cuxham, 

 

Rural footpaths & bridelways comments included a continuation of footpaths up to the 

Icknield Way, paths from The Goggs to Willow Pond too muddy, path from Icknield to Pyrtron Lane 

needs hard core, cows in West Meadow, unblock and recreate path along old railway line to Junction 

6, access from Britwell Rd to Willow Pond now gated off, better signposting, Beechwood Estates 

should be asked to give access to Pyrton & Shirburn Hills (though one does not agree with right to 

wander), information more accessible, Ridgeway/Ickniled Way needs improving so that cyclists can 

use it, footpaths restricted by kissing gates prevent use with push chairs & wheel chairs,  

 

Ridgeway/Icknield Way  74% of  respondents stated that they walk there, 21% cycle there, 

and 4% ride horses there, whereas only 1% each state that they ride motor-cycles or drive 4 wheel-

drive vehicles there.  71% would like to see a major reduction in the use by 4 wheel-drive vehicles 

and 65% the use by motor-cycles.  A number of suggestions were made for both improving the 

surface and preventing vehicular use. 

 

Refuse collection Would you like to see changes to the collection of refuse ?   38% were in 

favour of the introduction of wheeled bins, 35% against and 19% expressed no strong opinion ? 

73% would like a free garden waste collection.  37% favoured larger green boxes with 23% against.  

It was clear that  many did not understand either where Green Boxes could be obtained (Parish 

Office) or what recyclables could be put in the Green Boxes (paper, cardboard, cans & tins, plastic 

bottles, plastic packaging). 31 (7%) suggested door stop collection of bottles. There was particular 

concern at black sacks being put out for days, particularly in Brook St from Davenport and Chestnut 

Places.  Other suggestions were for more skips in the car park, composting facilities, cheaper 

collection of bulky items, and for and against a possible charge for more than one black sack. There 

were also a few complaints about dustmen and reasons why wheelie bins would be difficult or 

impossible for some.  
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Personal Security 41% considered that “personal security in Watlington”  is “good” and 

another 42% thought it “acceptable” – a total of 83%;  13% thought it “poor”.   "Do you have any 
suggestions for better security in Watlington or the future of  Neighbourhood Watch"   Unfortunately 

no one offered to take on the role of Neighbourhood Watch coordinator, but 24 (6%) supported its 

continuation. 91 (21%) wanted a better police presence.  CCTV cameras were requested by 24 (6%) 

particularly for the car park,  improved lighting by 12 (3%) and keeping travellers from the Industrial 

estate by 2. Other suggestions were locking the Recreation Ground at night, better security at the 

Watlington Hill car park, regular patrols at the Church Hall car park, publication of emergency 

arrangements, and publication in the Watlington Times or a public notice board of a crime list.  49% 

would like the beam of bright security lights restricted to residents boundaries with 11% against. 

 

Other environmental comments and suggestions "Do you have any other environmental 
comments or suggestions"  was mainly used for stressing the importance of issues referred to 

elsewhere.  44 (10%) expressed concern about litter and rubbish, 29 (7%) traffic and Heavy Goods 

Vehicles, 18 (4%) dog mess, 5  planning, 4 bridleways & the Icknield Way, 4 footpaths, 4 security, 2 

the churchyard, and 2 planned activities for young people.  Other comments and suggestions related 

to closing Junction 6, flowers and trees, signs to toilets, nuisance of private shoots, nuisance of 

alarms, fireworks after 11pm, affordable homes, longer pub opening hours, replacing of hedgerows 

ripped out by farmers, improving Junction 6 parking, keeping traffic signs visible, getting rid of the 

kebab van and travellers from the industrial estate, odour polution from poultry farm, GM trials, the 

management of streams and ponds, ragwort, vandelism in the Recreation Ground, and the danger of 

skate-boarding in the car park.  
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FACILITIES 

 

New Pavilion on the Recreation Ground  42% replied “yes” to the question A new pavilion on 
the Recreation/Sports ground would cost between £120,000 and £250,000;   should this be a major 
priority for Parish Council finance, assisted by the Sports Club, SODC, Lottery, Watlington Public 
Charities and fund-raising ?  17% replied “no”.    The next question asked for suggestions for users 

beyond football and cricket teams.  41 people (10%) suggested a range of sports, including rugby, 

hockey, croquet, rounders, skate-boarders, tennis, table tennis, bowls, pool, athletics, archery and 

baseball. 18(4%) suggested keep fit, yoga, aerobics, gym, dance, judo, body-building and health & 

fitness.   27(6%) suggested use by groups including brownies, guides, cubs, scouts, beavers, 

playgroups, mother-and-toddlers and nursery. However the largest number of 62 (14%) suggested a 

number of social activities, parties and functions; within this a few considered that the Church Hall 

was inadequate and wanted a building similar to Benson or North End and a few that the cost would 

not be justified if only used by cricket and football. 

 
Swimming Pool 67% answered “yes” to Would you like to see a feasibility scheme carried 
out regarding a possible Swimming Pool,  such as the  10metre x 6 metre pool to be built at 
Nettlebed ?    The question was worded this way because swimming pools are very expensive to 

build and run.  Many were enthusiastic about the need for a swimming pool, but a number said that  

25metre pool was needed rather than the 10x6 metre pool mentioned.  Some added “only if self-

supporting”.  

 
Youth Facilities 189 people (44%) contributed what they “would like to see for young people 
in Watlington”.  68 (16%) suggested a youth club and/or youth leader and (in answer to the question  

could you assist in the development or management of facilities for young people in Watlington) 49 
(11%) said “yes”.   69 (16%) suggested more sport and similar activities, eg drama, archery, BMX, 

sports centre/hall, pool, gym, subsidised use of squash & tennis courts, driving training, dance, 

ballet, improved skate-board/roller blade, fitness centre, riding school, badminton, aerobics, table 

tennis, music,  athletics and 15 for a swimming pool; there were suggestions that Icknield 

Community College’s facilities could be used more.   53 (12%) suggested places for young people to 

meet, disco and hang around, including coffee shops, venue for films, a shelter in the recreation 

ground and a better library; a number suggested the Memorial Club for this .  5 suggested better 

transport to local towns, and 5 play equipment for younger children (eg in Hurdlers Green and 

Marlbrook).  10 were quite critical of young people, referring to rubbish, manners, vandalism, skate-

boarding in the car park and suggesting jail/custody.  

 

Services for older people 137 (32%) said they would like an invitation to the new “West 

Room” in Old School Place.  Nearly half of the 90 people who made suggestions of extra services for 
older people in Watlington  referred to transport.  25 of  these 37 (9%) referred to transport to either 

the doctors’ surgery or hospitals.  9 (2%) looked for improved shopping facilities, either in more 

shops in Watlington, or a grocery delivery service, reserved parking places in the High Street, better 

access to shops elsewhere, or better access to the Coop.  12(3%) looked for more activities and 

occupations, such as outings, bowls, cricket, swimming, bingo, line dancing, golf, computers, whist, 

beetle, evening classes, quizzies, drama, snooker, or theatre visits. 8 (2%) would like to see some 

sort of a club, for over 60s, or like the old Monday Club.  Other suggestions were a periodic meal, 

supporting the younger generation (and vice versa), better domiciliary care, any suggestions for 

lonely week-ends, free beer, home book deliveries, loans of wheel-chairs and aids, clearing 

pavements which are obstructed with vegetation, rubbish etc,  help to the lonely and information.  

There were some who thought that enough is already being done for elderly people – and someone 

who wrote “waste of time as nothing is done to help older people”;  some thought that Watlington 

was in danger of becoming a haven for older people, and one suggested education on dog fouling.  

 

Use of Community Office – Do you know of a voluntary organisation which would like to discuss 
having a base for storage, computer or meetings in the Community Office brought suggestions of Girl 

Guides, British Legion and the Watlington Parish History Group.  
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Transport was included in a number of questions - 333 (77%) answered “yes” to the question    - 

Do you think the Parish Council should aim to influence other authorities to enable greater use of 
public transport ?   with only 3% objecting. 

 

Shuttle to Junction 6 While 40% said they would use the shuttle if it ran every 20 minutes, there 

were still 39% using it if it ran every 40 minutes and 25% for every 60 minutes. The “no” figure 

varied from 20% every 20 minutes to 29% every 60 minutes. 

 
Parking at Junction 6  71% would like to see more parking at Junction 6. To the question If 
no, where should London/Oxford bus travellers park their cars ? only 15 people offered suggestions – 

4 at the Stokenchurch Junction 5; 8 in an adjacent field (although one made a proviso that there 

should be no lighting); 1 said “at home” and 2 were simply concerned with the present dangerous 

parking. 

 

Use of old railway line 63% would you use a path reserved for cyclists and walkers if 
created on the old railway line from Watlington to Junction 6 and Lewknor. 10 people added 

comments – 2 wishing for the railway to return, 3 wishing for horse-riding to be allowed, and one 

each wanting - it as a designated bus route; for recreation only; needs very good lighting; providing 

it is safe – a path by the B4009 being preferable; and fantastic idea but is it feasible ? 
 

Health transport 83 people (19%) said that they or someone known to them, had transport 
problems in reaching hospital or doctors’ surgery or obtaining prescriptions. 
 
Do you have any other suggestions for improved public transport ?   brought 153 responses 

(35%).  There were 30 requests for improved bus services to and from Henley, 25 to/from Reading, 

19 to/from Oxford, 16 to/from High Wycombe, 15 to/from Thame, 4 each to/from Wallingford and 

Princes Risborough, and 2 to/from Heathrow.  27 wished for improvements to parking, bus shelters, 

lighting or shuttle bus to Junction 6.   8 suggested more use of mini-buses.  7 would like more 

information to be available about bus services.  Other suggestions related to services to out-lying 

villages, fare and subsidy levels, free tokens, wheel-chair access to buses, buses to Tesco and 

Sainsbury,  door-to-door help for older people, cycle route on the B4009, comparison with Denmark 

and Holland, rail link to Aston Rowant, and a better local taxi service.  

 

National Health Service (NHS). From your experience of the NHS, do you have any 
suggestions for improving health provision, or access to it ? 118 (27%) answered this question.  

11 (3%) simply praised the local service while 2 were critical. 

 

Improvements to the NHS 17 (4%) suggested improvements to the local service – a more 

preventative approach with well-man and well-woman clinics - district nurses visiting elderly people 

when needed – a pharmacy within the surgery – surgery to have ECG and resuscitation facilities – 

easier access to doctors, more doctors, less rush – quicker turn-round on blood samples – xrays on 

site – choice of woman doctor – more health screening – shorter wait for appointments.   29 (7%) 

raised problems of transport and accessibility to surgery and hospitals. 21 (5%) were concerned 

about emergency provision, critical of delays at the John Radcliffe Accident & Emergency Unit, keen 

for local minor accident provision.  5 saw the need for a local NHS dentist.     

 

Other NHS issues raised were – need for more hospitals, doctors,  nurses and retention of staff – 

hospital waiting lists being too long – need improved access to consultants – more information about 

Ox-Doc out of hours service – no parking fees at John Radcliffe – nurse practitioners – 

complimentary therapists ie acupuncture/osteopathy – education of NHS telephonists – cost of day 

care at home and need for more homecare for limited income people – something equivalent to NHS 

Direct but in person. 

 

Watlington hospital - 23 (5%) were opposed to the closure of the hospital, anxious to keep the 

surgery, in favour of cottage hospitals and anxious about the new Nursing Home. 
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Please suggest any other improvements to facilities for Watlington residents ? 89 

(21%) took this opportunity to stress what they thought was very important. 

 

Traffic roads and footpaths 28 people (6%) raised a bypass; removal of heavy goods vehicles; 

High Street parking should be more, less time limited or removed for pedestrianisation;  residents’ 

parking in the centre or no parking to help the flow of traffic;  improved cleaning and maintenance of 

roads, pavements, paths and adjoining hedges; speed of traffic; car park security and danger of 

skate-boarders; stopping children riding bicycles on pavements and creation of a cycle/footpath to 

Pyrton; and loading and unloading to be allowed outside Chiltern Gate. 

 

Extra facilities were raised by 26 people (6%) – hole-in-the –wall banking– new hall for theatrical 

productions larger than the Town Hall but smaller than the school halls and replacement of church 

hall – cheaper pub food – new restaurant, Chinese take-away,  pub with late licence and dancing – 

more high calibre shops - more shops for clothes, footwear etc - video hire shop – library more open 

in the morning – another grocer, supermarket, shorter queues at the Coop – new job opportunities 

without heavy goods vehicle implications – and ensure that the bank, post office, chemist and library 

stay.  

 

Sports and activities had suggestions from 19 people (4%) – swimming pool, cinema, health club, 

gym(7), youth centre, flood lights at the tennis courts, BMX track, better facilities for 12-16 year olds 

and better use of the Memorial Club and Icknield facilities.  

 

Access to the surgery and hospitals brought 10(2%) 

 

Nursery and play provision for small children  brought 3 requests 

 

Other issues raised were – opportunities for newcomers to meet others – fencing round Lampit’s 

Close – up-grading telephone exchange and broadband internet access – return of late bus from 

Oxford and improvement of taxi service – need for more midwives and health visitors – extend burial 

ground into the Freemason owned ‘Little Orchard’ – more affordable homes – improved facilities and 

storage provision for Adult Education at Icknield Community College – band stand in The Paddock – 

the split between young families and older people in Watlington leaves single people with no sense 

of identity – and the old primary school site (Old School Place) should have been used for a Medical 

Health Centre.  
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COMMERCE 
 

The Coop received comments from 53 people (12%).   22 (5%) wished to see another grocer or 

superstore. 13 (3%) wanted it to stop or be prevented from selling papers or flowers. 5 wished for a 

direct route from the back to the car park. 3 each complained about the new window, wanted to see 

a ‘quick till’ introduced, wanted improved stock or just thought the Coop was good. There was also a 

suggestion for a home delivery service.  

 

Too many  estate agents, antique shops and offices was the view of 14, 11 and 3 people 

respectively. 

 

More restaurants were suggested by 13 people, plus 5 for a Chinese take-away, 3 for a Pizzaria 

and one for a kebab van in the centre of town.  4 would like to see more pubs. 

 

More shops were suggested by 12 for clothes, 10 for video hire, 8 for haberdashery, 7 for shoes, 3 

each for a permanent green-grocer and a fishmonger, 2 for a book shop, and one each for a 

confectioner, electrical, music, dry cleaners, shoe repair and pet shop – as well as one each 

suggesting a second butcher and second chemist.  A charity shop was also suggested and 27 

generally asked for more shops and the continuation of  the present range of shops.  5 specifically 

urged the maintenance of the Post Office, 3 the Bank, and 2 the library – with 1 suggesting a larger 

library and another more funding for it.  6 would like to see a weekly or fortnightly street market, 

and 2 a farmers market.  

 

Other views on shops – 11 suggested that commercial rates needed to be reduced to keep the 

shops and 1 rents should be kept down - 7 would like a 24 hour cash-point – 4 fewer and 2 more up-

market shops – 3 suggested the introduction of Watlington customer loyalty cards – 1 suggested 

more Shopping Festivals like pre-Christmas and 2 home deliveries – several urged that shops should 

not be converted into houses or other uses, eg the Galley should not become a Fitness Centre.  

 

Lunch hour and Saturday afternoon opening was suggested by 9 people and one asked for the 

library to be open between 12 and 2.30 on an least one day. 

 

Housing – 7 suggested that more housing was needed to maintain the viability of the shopping 

centre and 1 advised that a study of this be commissioned. 

 

Industry – suggestions included - small industrial units – a business park adjacent to Junction 6 

with the transfer of the industrial estate and affordable housing on that site – larger workshops to 

attract larger businesses – a new larger employer on a green field site – workshops available for local 

craft people – but also lower rents on the industrial estate and less noise nuisance from the industrial 

estate 

 

General commercial issues - suggestions included 6 for access to broadband for the internet - 3 

for more mobile phone masts to enable all phones to be used in Watlington – for a hotel and more 

bed & breakfast provision – for more administrative type businesses eg media, PR etc – for more 

offices to take advantage of access to London – for training jobs - for a fax machine to be available – 

for tourism with historical tours, walking, cycling, mountain bike groups and access to Town Hall,– 

and that commercial developments should only be allowed if they provided adequate parking.  It was 

also suggested that there be a better annual fete using the grass areas not just the street. 

 

Traffic, parking and pavements brought comments from 71 people (16%) covering the following 

issues –  

 

High Street should be pedestrianised all the time, or only on Saturday and Sundays, have parking 

for limited times only or have a residents’ parking scheme, and a full-time traffic warden. 

 

The car park needs extending as it is 70% occupied by office workers and garage owned vehicles 
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by 9am, and needs CCTV for security. 

Pavements need re-surfacing, widening between the Coop and car park, and elsewhere to allow use 

with pushchairs, and need to be less obstructed by cars and merchandise. 

 

Pedestrian crossings needed in Shirburn St and Brook St, with the Town Hall crossing controlled 

by lights.  

 

Others – bypass, ban heavy goods vehicles, introduce a 20mph limit, repair damaged bollards more 

quickly and up-grade the public toilets.  

 

 

 
 

GENERAL 
 

Any further suggestions for a Better Watlington ?      
 

Recent arrivals - 7 people, who had moved here recently, said they were delighted with what they 

had found and did not want any change. 

 

Housing 20 comments (5%) 13 wanted affordable housing and 1 just more housing; 

there was concern about too much expansion, an increase in commuting, and conflict on whether the 

space between the town and a ring road should be filled with housing. 

 

 Environment – traffic 68 comments (16%)  A bypass and reducing heavy goods vehicles 

were each mentioned by 18 (4%), with speed by 5, closing Junction  6 by 4 and too many signs by 

3. Other subjects included the High Street, parking, a danger spot, a shuttle bus to Junction 6 and a 

pedestrian crossing. 

 

Environment – other 37 comments (9%) Pavement, footpath and street cleaning and clearing 

were mentiond by 9, greater police presence by 7 and dog-fouling by 6. Street lighting, road repairs, 

car park safety, recycling, light pollution and planning were mentioned or 2 or 3  each.  

 

Facilities  45 comments (10%) Facilities for and criticism of young people were 

mentioned by 19 people (4%). Next, by 4 people, was the need for a good accessible central hall, 

possibly replacing the church hall. 2 or 3 people raised the need for another pub or restaurant, for a 

new pavilion, better public information, more entertainment and a gym. 

 

Commerce  15 comments (3%) 3 stressed the need for broadband internet access 

and 2 lower business rates. 

 

General housing, traffic and planning inextricably link and the hope was expressed that the 

Parish Council would obtain expert advice. 

 

Any comments about the Questionnaire ? 140 commented (32%).  105 (24%) thought the 

questionnaire was a ‘good idea’, ‘comprehensive’ and ‘best way to get to know what the people really 

want’.  24 (6%) were anxious to see the results of the questionnaire and that it should result in 

action being taken.  16 (4%) were critical; several complained that the questionnaire reached them 

after the closing date of 31st July, presumably because they did not receive the explanatory note; 3 

complained that 3 questions (1 each) were loaded against a swimming pool, pavilion and preventing 

building on greenfield sites. 
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WORKING GROUPS FOR RESPONSES 
 
 

HOUSING  Mr P Jackson (leading), Mr R Barber, Mr R Harrop, Mr N Payne, Mr A Weightman and Canon T 
Williamson  
 
TRAFFIC  Mr R Barber (leading), Mr T Backhouse, Mr K Lane, Mr N Payne, Mr C Rowton-Lee, Mr A Weightman 
and Canon T Williamson. 
 
PUBLIC AND COMMUNITY TRANSPORT Canon T Williamson 
  
FOOTPATHS (Qs 11 & 19) Mr C Rowton-Lee (leading), Mr T Backhouse, Mr R Barber, Mrs P Harvey and Mr  
K Lane  
 
ROAD MAINTENANCE (Q5) Mr K Lane (leading), Mr R Barber and Mr C Rowton-Lee  
 
RIDGEWAY/ICKNIELD WAY (Qs 12-13) Mr R Harrop (leading) Mr R Barber, Mr K Lane, Mr C Rowton-Lee 
and Mrs B Bradley  
 
SECURITY LIGHTS (Q 17) Mr R Barber, Mr R Harrop and Mr N Payne  
 
OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES (Q19 ) Mr R Barber, Mr R Harrop, and Mr C Rowton-Lee  
 
FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR SWIMMING POOL (Q ) Mr T Backhouse (leading), Mr N Payne, and Canon T 
Williamson  
 
FACILITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE (Q23 ) Mr R Beattie (leading), Mr M Edis, and Mr P Jackson  
 
OFFERS OF ASSISTANCE FOR DEVELOPMENT/MANAGEMENT OF YOUTH FACILITIES (Q24 ) Mr M 
Edis and Canon T Williamson  
 
INVITATIONS TO THE WEST ROOM (Q25 ) and SERVICES FOR OLDER PEOPLE (Q26) Mrs V Meddings 
(leading) and Canon T Williamson  
 
HEALTH PROVISION & ACCESS (Q33/4) Canon T Williamson (leading) and Mr R Beattie  
 
ACCESS TO INTERNET & POSSIBLE WEB SITE (Q36) Mr P Jackson, Mr M Edis and Mr R Harrop  
 
COMMERCE (Q37-39) and OTHER IMPROVEMENTS TO FACILITIES (Q35) Mr R Harrop (leading), Mr M 
Edis, Mr P Jackson and Mrs V Meddings  
 
REFUSE COLLECTION (Q 14)   The Parish Clerk and Chair.  
 
ROAD CLEANLINESS (Q 15)   Parish Clerk 
 
PERSONAL SECURITY (Qs 16, 18 & 19) The Parish Office would extract the comments from the 
questionnaire replies, send them to Thame Police prior to a public meeting. 
 
VOLUNTARY ORGANISATION USE OF COMMUNITY OFFI CE (Q27 ) The Parish Clerk. 
  
GENERAL SUGGESTIONS AND COMMENTS(Q40/41)  The Steering Committee  
 

Appendix B 
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Suggestions for a Better Watlington 
 
 
FURTHER COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS November-December 

2002 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

HOMES - affordable and other housing issues 

Appendix C 
 

ENVIRONMENT -  traffic, roads, footpaths, refuse, personal security etc 

Please  
submit comments on the Report or further suggestions EITHER using this 
form OR using other paper OR by email to    tony_williamson@lineone.net 

and 
return to “The Paper Shop” or “The Community Office, 1 Old School Place” 
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Please include your name and address if you would like a reply or acknowledgement 

 
Name 

 

Address          Postcode 

 

Telephone                       email 

COMMERCE – shops, employment, industry etc 

FACILITIES – pavilion, swimming pool, youth, elderly people, transport, NHS etc 

GENERAL – any other comments or suggestions 
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