
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Mr Brunskill 
 
Re: Oxfordshire County Council Response to CLP for Aston Tirrold & Aston Upthorpe 
 
Firstly, congratulations on having completed your Community-Led Plan for the villages of 
Aston Tirrold & Aston Upthorpe. I have shared your draft plan with my Oxfordshire County 
Council colleagues and collected some feedback regarding the actions proposed in your 
plan. 
 
Roads and Traffic 
Regarding the dangerous junctions off the A417, Oxfordshire County Council’s Principal 
Traffic Technician and Senior Traffic Technician have met with Aston Tirrold and Aston 
Upthorpe Parish Council and are currently working with the Parish Council to improve 
signage at these junctions. Maintenance work has been agreed on the existing weight limit 
signs. 
 
Regarding the contravention of weight limits throughout the villages, I would encourage you 
to report any occurrences you spot to Oxfordshire County Council’s Trading Standards team. 
Please use this online form to report any contraventions. These reports frequently lead to 
drivers being fined, so please do make use of this form to aid the Trading Standards team. 
 
Oxfordshire County Council’s Assistant Principal Engineer is currently in contact with the 
Parish Council regarding your desire to have 20mph speed limits implemented in the villages. 

 
Environment 
In this section of your plan you expressed an interest in pursuing renewable and low carbon 
energy schemes. For advice on pursuing this further and seeing what options are available to 
you, I would recommend contacting the Oxfordshire Community Action Groups network who 
may be able to put you in contact with groups who have done similar projects. The 
Community Project Coordinator for Resource Futures has welcomed you to contact her about 
what you would like to achieve and how the CAG network may be able to support you. 
 
Furthermore, I imagine you are aware of the work of Sustainable Blewbury who are a very 
active group, and are similar to you in being in the North Wessex Downs AONB. The 
Westmill community-led Sustainable Energy Trust, on the Swindon / Wiltshire border, might 
be useful for further guidance and, they run open days and events which may be beneficial. 
You may also be able to access support via the Low Carbon Hub, who are in touch with a 
range of groups interested in community energy production. 
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One of the ideas that you were seeking to explore within your plan was volunteer drivers. If 
you are interested in pursuing this further then you may be interested in setting up a 
community transport scheme. The council supports the development of these not-for-profit 
schemes with small start-up grants, available to help groups in the early stages of 
development.  
 
There are also grants available for training passenger assistants and minibus drivers. For 
further information and advice please contact Oxfordshire County Council’s Transport Co-
ordinator. There is also a Local Transport Toolkit (attached document), which may prove 
useful in assessing what options are available to your group. 
 
In this section you also stated your interest in developing a community emergency response 
plan. This is something the county council would encourage you to pursue, and Oxfordshire 
County Council’s Community Resilience Lead has a template and guidance available for your 
use.  
 
I am also still pursuing a response regarding your interest in establishing a cycle ways 
network. Once I have received this I will inform you. 
 
Communications & Business 
Regarding your concern over broadband, I have been informed by the project lead for the 
Better Broadband for Oxfordshire programme that all postcodes within the two villages 
should have access to 22 – 80 Mb/s, except for three postcodes within Aston Tirrold. I have 
been informed that these exceptions are due to be upgraded later this year, so hopefully this 
should resolve this issue. 
 
If you have any further queries regarding this, please let me know and I will follow them up. 

 
Lastly, the council has put together a guide to various sources of funding and grants available 
in Oxfordshire, and nationally for community projects. Please use the above link to view 
these opportunities.  

 
I hope you will find these comments useful in putting together your final Community-Led Plan 
for Aston Upthorpe & Aston Tirrold. If you have any further questions please do not hesitate 
to contact me. 

 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Laurence Bunch 
 
Policy & Performance Support Officer 

  

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/community-transport
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/funding-community-groups

