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INTERIM REPORT ON SITE SELECTION FOR STRATEGIC WASTE
MANAGEMENT FACILITIES - STAGE 2 REPORT: DETAILED
ASSESSMENT

1.1

SUMMARY
Oxfordshire County Council is preparing a Minerals and Waste Development
Framework, which will provide the planning policy framework required to
deliver new waste management facilities within the County. The two key
documents being prepared by Oxfordshire County Council are the Minerals
and Waste Core Strategy Development Plan Document (Core Strategy) and
the Waste Sites Proposals & Policies Development Plan Document (Waste
Sites Document). As part of this work, the County Council has commissioned
ERM to identify and assess site options for waste management facilities to
inform the production of these development plan documents.

Figure 1.1
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Sustainability Appraisal

In February 2007 the County Council published an Issues and Options
Consultation Paper for the Waste Sites Document. This paper set out an initial
long-list of some 200 site options with the potential for the development of
waste management facilities. The paper also included a methodology for site
assessment. Representations received in response to this consultation paper
are summarised in a separate report, Report on Waste Sites Document Issues
and Options Consultation.
As a result of comments made in response to the Core Strategy Preferred
Options Consultation Paper, the timetable for preparation of the Core Strategy
and Waste Sites Document has been under review through discussion
between the County Council and the Government Office for the South East

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT

OCC

1

(GOSE). The County Council wished for the site selection work to continue
not withstanding any change to the timetable.
An Interim Report on Site Selection for Strategic Waste Management Facilities
– Stage 1 Report: Shortlist of Sites (Interim Report Stage 1) was published in
July 2007. This report gave advice to the County Council on how to go
forward with site selection and identified a short list of sites that may be
suitable for strategic waste management (treatment) facilities.
Interim Report Stage 1 identified 24 sites as suitable for detailed assessment.
As a result of work undertaken by County Council officers subsequent to the
publication of the Issues and Options Consultation Paper, four additional sites
have been identified. These four sites were put through the same shortlisting
process as outlined in Interim Report Stage 1, to check they were appropriate
for further, detailed assessment; details of the shortlisting undertaken for
these four additional sites are in Annex A.
Box 1.1

Summary of documents produced for development of the Waste Site Proposals
& Policies Development Plan Document
•
•
•
•
•

1.1.1

Issues & Options Consultation Paper for Waste Sites Document
Report on Waste Sites Document Issues and Options Consultation.
Waste Management Need Assessment Report
Interim Report on Site Selection for Strategic Waste Management
Facilities – Stage 1 Report: Shortlist of Sites
Interim Report on Site Selection for Strategic Waste Management
Facilities – Stage 2 Report: Detailed Assessment

Method
It is important to ensure that the site assessment is robust. As such, the
assessment has followed a logical and simple method of working:
• criteria have been chosen against which to assess the sites;
• sites have been identified for assessment;
• sites have been subjected to both desk based and on site assessment;
• conclusions have been drawn to identify the most suitable sites to be
safeguarded for development of strategic waste management facilities.
The assessment is both desk based and site based to identify potential
constraints and opportunities for the development of strategic waste
management facilities. All of the sites in this report have been photographed
with the exception of site 53a Western Storage Site. This site is located within
a secured site and photographs were not permitted whilst visiting the site.
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The criteria used to assess the sites were defined in Annex B of the Issues &
Options Consultation Paper for Waste Sites Document. The purpose and
source of the criteria data is also detailed in Annex B.
The results of this report will need to be further informed by future
consultation on the spatial options within the Core Strategy and/or the site
options in the Waste Sites Document and will require, as do all development
plan documents a sustainability appraisal incorporating a strategic
environmental assessment.
The baseline data, has been drawn from:
• Oxfordshire County Council officers’ knowledge of sites; and
• reference to information held on geographical information systems,
• from going out and seeing each site.
Annex C to this report sets out the source of information for each criterion.
The site visits enable potential opportunities and constraints to be recognised,
and enable the context of each site to be better understood, including:
• Setting of the site;
• Existing use or condition of the site.
• Site access; and
• Relationship with neighbouring uses.
All this information is presented in the detailed site assessment contained in
section 2 of this report.

1.2

OBJECTIVE OF REPORT
The 24 sites identified as being appropriate for further analysis in Interim
Report Stage 1, plus the four additional sites identified subsequently, are the
subject of the detailed site assessment contained within this report.
This report has been prepared to discuss each of the 28 sites selected for
detailed assessment and to identify those that could be suitable for
development for a strategic waste management (treatment) facility. Each of
the sites has been assessed consistently, using the same criteria. This baseline
data, preliminary conclusions, photographs and a plan for each site are
provided.
The 28 sites assessed, and the district within which they lie, are set out in Table
1.1. The location of each site assessed is shown on Figure 1.2
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Table 1.1

Sites Included for Detailed Assessment
Site Number Site Name

District

2

Chilton Waste, Chilton

VoWH

3a

Dix Pit (WRG), Stanton Harcourt

WODC

9

Worton Rectory Farm, Cassington

CDC & WODC

10

Sutton Courtenay Landfill (WRG)

VoWH

11

Finmere Quarry (Premier), Finmere

CDC

12

Gosford Grain Silos, Gosford

CDC

19

TWA Sewage Farm, Bicester

CDC

22

Ardley Quarry Landfill (Viridor)

CDC

23

Alkerton Quarry Landfill (Sita)

CDC

25

Quarry void adjacent to Alkerton Landfill

CDC

30

Former Quarry, Shipton-on-Cherwell

CDC

33

North of Waterworks Lane, Banbury

CDC

53a

UKAEA Western Storage Site, Harwell**

VoWH

53b

UKAEA Perimeter Road, Chilton

VoWH

85

West of M40, Banbury

CDC

89

Bicester Airfield

CDC

103

Lakeside Industrial Estate, Standlake

WODC

104a

Southmead Business Park, Didcot

SODC

122

Hornton Grounds Quarry, Hornton

CDC

144b

Land adjoining Didcot Power Station, Hill Farm, Didcot
(Appleford)

VoWH

146

Oxford Sewage Treatment Works, Sandford

SODC

208

Exon Mobil site, Milton Hill

VoWH

211

Old Camping Ground, Didcot Power Station

VoWH

215

Culham Science Centre, Culham

SODC

216

Site Number 1, Culham

SODC

217

Site Number 4, Culham

SODC

218

Land at Banbury Cross Business Park, Banbury

CDC

219

Land at Gavray Drive, Bicester

CDC

** The site name has changed to give better clarity but the site number remains the same.
CDC – Cherwell District Council
SODC – South Oxfordshire District Council
VoWH – Vale of White Horse District Council
WODC – West Oxfordshire District Council

The focus of this report is to identify sites that could be suitable for strategic
waste management facilities for the treatment of residual waste (particularly
municipal waste, but including commercial and industrial waste) that needs to
be diverted from landfill. This will inform further work and consultation that
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is expected to be undertaken by Oxfordshire County Council on the Core
Strategy and Waste Sites Document. It will also inform the County Council’s
procurement process for the provision of waste treatment facilities.
Subsequent work will consider suitable locations for smaller scale facilities
that will be required to meet more local needs and/ or to service strategic
facilities (eg. household waste recycling centres (HWRC) and waste transfer
stations).
For further explanation of strategic facilities refer to Interim Report Stage 1.
Strategic Facilities Defined
This report concentrates on identifying strategic sites, principally for the
treatment of municipal solid waste. It is based on the need assessment work
already undertaken. Sites capable of delivering a facility handling a
throughput of 300,000 tpa will be sought. This would provide for the
expected quantities of municipal waste that will need to be diverted from
landfill, whilst also allowing for the possibility of some commercial waste to
be treated also.
Initial conclusions for each site will indicate the suitability of the site to
accommodate a single plant capable of handling the defined tonnage.
However, the revised Core Strategy Preferred Options will need to appraise
alternative spatial options which may include one or more multiple site
options and therefore a secondary conclusion will be made for each site
regarding this aspect.
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2

DETAILED SITES

The assessments have been made, based on the information gathered. No
guarantee can be made that all this information has been validated; however,
these data have been received from appropriate sources and is the best
information available to date.
Furthermore, the assessments are not undertaken to the level of detail
equivalent to considering a planning application, when all relevant
information, including: site area to be developed; size of building; tonnage
throughput; transport route and movements; etc is known. However, the
assessment undertaken does enable a reasonable understanding of the site,
and the capacity for it to be developed.
The preparation of a development plan document takes about three years
from start to adoption. It is recognised that the availability of sites is likely to
change over this period. Some sites available at the time of the assessment
may not be available by the time the Core Strategy and/or Waste Sites
Document are adopted. Equally, new sites may become available over time
that were not identified through the original assessment.
All the distances reported are estimated by “direct line of sight”. This
approximation is in preference to using actual road distance, as transport
routes cannot be prescribed at this time. It also provides a consistent form of
measurement as a basis to compare all distances used in this report.

2.1.1

Screening as required under the Habitats Directive
The preliminary stage in the Habitats Directive Assessment process is to
determine whether the development at any of the potential allocation sites is
likely to have a significant effect on a Natura 2000 or Ramsar site.
In considering which Natura 2000 or Ramsar sites may be affected, the
primary reference will be the Environment Agency’s ‘EU Habitats Directive
Handbook’. This indicates that a likely significant effect may occur where
Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites lie:
•
•
•

within 10 km of a proposed thermal treatment facility;
within 2 km of a proposed landfill site, or 5 km if they could attract
corvids and gulls, or could be hydraulically connected to an emission; and
within 1 km of all other proposed waste sites, or could also be connected
with them hydraulically.

This method is recognised to be a simplistic assessment tool that does not take
into account the specific features of interest or conservation objectives of each
Natura 2000 or Ramsar site. However, at this preliminary assessment stage , a
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significant amount of information is unknown, except that the focus is on the
development of strategic waste management facilities.
In these circumstances, it is considered appropriate to use the guidance
established by the Environment Agency in undertaking this screening
opinion. There still remains an opportunity for anybody with an interest in
the site to consider more specific details, and to demonstrate that either;
•
•

that a significant effect is not likely, or
through an Appropriate Assessment, that an adverse impact on the
integrity of the designated site would not occur.
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