
OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

SECTION 38 & 278 NOISE SURVEY 
 
Background 
It is becoming very common today that S278 and some S38 Agreements that affect 
the road network are having claims for compensation (following acceptance of the 
works by OCC) under The Land & Compensation Acts 1961 and 1973 and The 
Compulsory Purchase Act 1965. These claims will come from properties existing 
before commencement of works within 300m of the road works. 
 
Actions 
So that we can understand what properties are affected OCC require that the 
developer carries out an independent noise survey. 
 
The results of the survey will be in text and a noise map based on Ordnance Survey 
Map (current) contoured to show 5dB (A) contours and 1dB (A) contours from 65dB 
(A) up to 68dB (A). 
 
A separate map showing predicted noise contours will be provided at the same time. 
The predicted noise contours will derive from the DoT document - Calculation of 
Road Noise (1988).  
 
The predicted noise contours will take into account the growth in traffic over life of 
the works and for 15 years after. The growth factor will be based on the National 
Road Traffic Forecasts (Great Britain) 1997 or update publication. 
The prediction map will be used to determine the properties that will require work to 
reduce the noise affecting them. 

 
Remedial Actions 
As soon as OCC accept the works (issuing Certificate of Practical Completion) the 
Developer will contact the properties affect to arrange a date and time for the 
required noise reduction works to be undertaken. 
 
Affected Properties List/Map 
In some cases a noise survey will not be required, if there are no existing properties 
within 300m of the works (which in some cases is a point location or in some case a 
length of affected by the works or a new road passing existing properties). The noise 
expert employed by the Developer will be able to advise. If in the opinion of the noise 
expert no action or survey is required then this recommendation will in writing and 
passed to OCC. 
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