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Northern House School . .  
 Is an 86 place special day school for pupils aged 5-11 

with Social, Emotional and Mental Health needs 
(SEMH) 

 Is the flagship school of a MAT 

 All of our pupils have Statements of Special 
Educational Needs or Education, Health and Care Plans 

 All of our pupils have complex needs and many 
different diagnoses.  Last year 60% of our pupils were 
diagnosed with ASD, 51% with ADHD and 31% with 
Speech, Language and Communication needs 



Our motto . . . 

 We feel very strongly that until our children believe in 
themselves, they are unable to achieve and succeed in 
all areas of their lives. 

 

 

 

 



Believe . . .  
 For the initial 4-6 weeks of placement we work hard on 

identifying and building on strengths, raising self-
esteem and getting pupils to see themselves as a 
learner.  This is nurtured and grows through building 
secure and trusting relationships with class staff. 

 Once child begin to view themselves as someone that 
‘can’ instead of ‘cannot’ we start to look for 
interventions that will support that academic, social 
and emotional development. 



Achieve . . . 
 Exploratory play and first hand discovery sits alongside 

the more formalised curriculum, enabling pupils to 
make that next step in their learning. 

 We recognise and celebrate even the smallest of 
achievements – enabling pupils to learn that it is ok to 
be proud and ok to start filling their praise buckets. 

 We set precise and progressive targets and outcomes 
through discussion for IEPs, IBPs, PEPs, and EHCPs – 
and try to make them all relate to each other. 



Succeed . . . 
 Observing a child feeling success for the first time or 

in a subject they find challenging is a magical sight! 

 Seeing that knowing smile and them brimming with 
confidence is an incredibly rewarding part of what we 
do on a daily basis 

 Every time a child can say (honestly) ‘I’m good, I don’t 
need your help with this’ is a success. 

 When they take the step of helping their peers – that is 
true success 



Interventions  
 We use a range of interventions to support pupils with 

additional needs.  These include: 

 Art therapy 

 Music therapy 

 Play therapy 

 Speech and language therapy 

 Occupational therapy 

 Lego therapy 

 Drawing and talking therapy 

 One to one tuition and academic interventions 



Work smarter, not harder! 
 With some many plans in place for children: 

 Individual Education Plans 

 Individual Behaviour Plans 

 Education, Health and Care Plans or Statements, and 

 Personal Education Plans 

 We try really hard to work smarter to ensure that the 
outcome and targets are aligned – ensuring that these 
become the core focus for the child at school and at home 

 Working smarter to limit the number of meetings that 
need to be held – this is (usually) appreciated by everyone 
involved! 



Opportunities and experiences 
 We try hard to provide a range of experiences and 

opportunities for our pupils as it enables them to learn 
through different means and helps to develop a better 
sense of self 



Education and Aspiration 
 Our aim is to provide ALL children in our care with a 

quality educational experience that fits their developing 
individual needs. 

 Our aspiration is that our pupils become the ‘best they can 
be’. 

 Learning opportunities are limitless – everyone in the 
community can learn and teach someone else something. 

 We value our pupils and they know that they are important 
to us – we take time to get to know them and their families 
and try to plan the best pathway together. 



Final thought 
Northern House School 

The best school 

That gives a second chance 

Helpful, educating, successful 

Like a warm arm surrounding you 

Like a good friend always there for you 

It makes you feel warm inside 

Like a comfortable hot water bottle inside a cosy bed 

The best school 

Helping us get a good education and getting us back on 
track 


